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Blessed Robert Grissold Catholic Church 

Minutes of Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 
23rd March 2017 

Present: Fr Frank, Joe Martin, Godfrey Chesshire, Judith Gibbs, Bysshe Gibbs, Dominic 
Green, Ian Clarke, Ellie Clarke, Alan Devoy, Sue McGovern, Ann Dodd. 
 

 Opening Prayer 

1. Apologies 
Apologies were received from Carol Beck, David Green and Maureen Carroll. 

2. Minutes and Matters Arising 
• The minutes of the previous meeting had been circulated by email. 
• Celebration of the anniversary of the church consecration – to be discussed at 

next meeting. 

• Altar Servers – a new server, Joe, has joined the team, and a new rota has 
been drawn up. 

• Altar Rail – Fr. Frank has spoken to those people that this affects most.  It has 
been agreed that Readers and Eucharistic Ministers (and members of the 
congregation) will help anyone who requires assistance with going up or 
down the steps.  This is to be trialled to see if it works before there is any 
further consideration of installing an altar rail. 

3. Faith Formation – Holy Week 
• GC has arranged readers for the Easter Triduum and Easter Sunday. 
• Palm Sunday – will start in the Parish Room with the blessing of the palms as 

in previous years. 
• Veiling of crucifixes and statues – Fr Frank to confirm when this should be 

done and email John Perry. 
• Holy Thursday 

o BG and JM will prepare the Altar of Repose. 
o Eucharistic Ministers to renew their vows during the Mass as usual. 
o JM and DoGr will clear the main altar after the Sacrament has been 

transferred. 
o BG will draw up a rota sheet for those wishing to sign up for 

Watching before the Blessed Sacrament after mass, and publicise 
this in the Bulletin. 

• Good Friday service – all organised. 
• Holy Saturday – will need wardens, JM suggested whichever regular wardens 

are at the mass to help 
• DoGr will organise the fire for the start of the Service of Light since Chris 

Burleigh, who usually does this, will be away. 
• Easter Sunday – extra wardens will be needed to greet and guide visitors and 

to hand out candles for renewal of Baptismal Promises. 
Action: As detailed in individual bullet points. 

4. Churches Together 
• The Lent Breakfasts have been successful so far.  The Theme this year is 
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“Knowing God with the whole of our being”, with invited speakers at each 
breakfast.   Volunteers from our church will prepare and serve the breakfast 
on 25 March. 

5. Parish events - recent 
• A number of events have recently taken place: 

5a Millennium Breakfast 
• SMcG reported that the most recent Millennium Breakfast raised £200.  She 

thanked everyone for their support and hoped we all enjoyed the breakfast!  
She also reported that our church has now raised £17964 since we started 
out “Millennium Project” – this money is sent to Colomban missionary Fr Ed 
to support his work amongst some of the poorest communities in Peru. 
Action: SMcG to send her text to IC for inclusion in the Easter newsletter. 

5b Cakes for Colombans 
• Fr Frank passed on Sarah’s thanks to all who have donated or bought cakes 

on Sundays in Lent.  
• All proceeds will be donated to the Columbans; Sarah will announce the total 

amount raised after Easter. 

5c CAFOD 
• £362.28 was raised for CAFOD by the recent Lent Fast Day. 

5d Pancake Breakfast 
• The recent pancake breakfast was well attended and raised £91 for parish 

funds. 
• Thank you to Terry Biles for providing the pancakes and all who were 

involved in preparing and serving the food. 

5e Deanery Meeting 
• Fr Frank noted that the most recent deanery meeting was held at our church. 

He thanked Sandra and her team for the delicious meal that they provided – it 
was so good that the other priests didn’t want to leave! 

6 Parish Events - planned  

• A number of fund-raising and social events are planned 

6a Spring Fayre – Saturday 1st April 
• Handing out empty Sainsbury’s bags has worked well – many donations for 

the Spring Fayre have been received. 
• Tracey McAtamney and her team will need assistance with setting up 

between 10am and 1pm on the day of the Fayre. 

6b. Parish Supper – Saturday 20th May 
• This will be a 2-course meal at a cost of £10 per head.  Chris Mitchell and Pam 

Martin are in the processing of deciding on the menu. 
• Parishioners who attend will be able to brink their own drinks. 
• Pam has spoken to Carmel who has agreed that her Ceilidh band, The Ivy Leaf 

Ceildh Band, will play at the event. 

6c Beetle Drive 
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• It has been suggested that this could be held around the end of June. 
Action: JM to speak to Kathy Jones about agreeing a date. 

6d Quiz Night – 14th October 
• GC will once again co-ordinate arrangements for the quiz.  More details will 

be given closer to the date. 
Action: GC to decide on price. 

7. Finance Report 
• The church held an end-of-year surplus of around £9000 (compared with 

around £4000 last year). 
• Gift Aid was slightly up, and the change of rule regarding Gift Aid on loose 

plate contribution should benefit us further in the current financial year. 
• All costs associated with the consecration, and with renovating the kitchen, 

have been covered. 
• The main asset that has contributed to this has been rent from the house, but 

the current tenants are moving at the end of March and some redecoration 
and work on the garden will need to take place before it can be re-let. 

• One large expense for this year is the trees – these have been checked, and the 
work needed will cost just under £4000. 

• Father Frank’s house requires work; we are awaiting some quotes and also 
talking to the diocese about this. 

• The issue around poor drainage in our car park is still in the hands of the 
council as drainage on the main road is blocked. 

8. Any Other Business 
• JG passed on a suggestion from Maria Pulley that there should be a baby and 

toddler group in the village. Fr Frank asked if there is a need locally as there 
is already a well-established group at the Methodist church.  However, Sandra 
Smith has run such a group before and knows others who would be willing to 
be involved.  Questions about storage for toys and equipment were raised; 
Maria is planning to ask people if they would be willing to store some 
equipment in their homes e.g. attics.  It was also suggested that we could 
acquire something such as a garden shed to use as additional storage. IC 
raised the issue of ensuring our insurance would cover this. 

• AD reported that he had attended a meeting of the School Governors for St 
George and St Teresa School in Dorridge.  Solihull MBC are proposing to cease 
providing a school bus for the school, and have a consultation period which 
runs until 28 April. Monsignor McHugh and the headmaster of the school are 
sending out a letter asking parents of children at the school, and parishioners 
of St George & St Teresa and Blessed Robert Grissold to take part in the 
consultation. AD will speak after mass on Sunday and put an item in the 
bulletin; IC will ensure information is on the website. 

• BG reported that he had received a letter from SPUC (the Society for the 
Protection of the Unborn Child) about a petition they are launching jointly 
with Life requesting that the licence for Marie Stopes clinics should be 
revoked, following a Daily Mail article alleging failure to follow correct 
processes, and a poor inspection report from the Care Quality Commission. 
He wished to promote this petition on the church noticeboard.  JM asked if 
there is an official response to this petition from Birmingham Archdiocese or 
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from the Bishops Conference of England and Wales. 
• Note: subsequent to the meeting it was decided to put this matter on hold 

pending guidance from the Archdiocese or Bishops Conference. 
• Fr Frank reported that the Balsall Common Fun Run will take place on 17 

September and he has been advised that the local roads affected will be 
closed from 11.30am to 2pm. 

• IC stated that he will producing a seasonal newsletter for Easter as usual, and 
encouraged those present to submit articles and/or photos to be included.  He 
will put a notice in the bulletin to ask for contributions. 

• JM reported that the Balsall Common Festival is being held on 23rd 
September; the organisers have again asked if our church car park and space 
on the field can be used – this has been agreed.  Last year the Festival 
organisers made a donation of £250 to the church for this. 

9. Date of Next meeting 
• The next meeting will be on 15th June at 7.30pm 
• Note: this meeting was subsequently cancelled; next meeting on 21st September 

2017 at 7.30pm 

10. Closing Prayer 

 


