R Blessed Robert Grissold Catholic Church, Balsall Common
= T°= 9th August 2026 — Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
ot O “Command me to come to you on the water”

The Pope’s Prayer Intention for August: For evangelization in the city: Let us pray that in large cities often
marked by anonymity and loneliness we find new ways to proclaim the Gospel, discovering creative paths
to build community.

Fr. Frank: In today’s Gospel Peter’s faith is tested when the going gets tough. When everything is going swimmingly
we do not realise how small our faith is. We find out about our insufficiency and our absolute dependency on Christ
when we are buffeted by the storms of life. As Thomas Merton says, when we have “nothing of our own to rely on, and
nothing in our nature to support us, and nothing in the world to guide us or give us light - then we find out whether
we live by faith.” But it is when we know our poverty of spirit that we are blessed according to Jesus, for it is then that
we are aware that we are not self-sufficient but that our sufficiency is all in him.

Today’s Readings and Responses: see pages 114-116 of the Parish Mass Book.
Collections: Last week’s loose plate/Envelopes collection was £xx. Standing Orders for June £2,412.50.
Weekday Masses and Devotions, all welcome:

e At Blessed Robert Grissold: Mass on Tuesday 11* August at 10am (Memorial of St Clare, Virgin)
Ints: Carmel Evans

e At Blessed Robert Grissold: Requiem Mass on Friday 14" August at 12pm for Vincent McArdle
(RIP) at 12pm

e At St Francis, Baddesley Clinton: Saturdays 5.15pm to 5.45pm confession (or by arrangement)

Notice from Fr Frank: As some of you will already know it was announced last weekend that I will be leaving
St Francis in September. I am pleased to say that I will be continuing my priestly ministry at Balsall Common.

Funeral details for Vincent McArdle: Vincent’s funeral will be held on Friday 14" August at 12pm at Blessed
Robert Grissold, then at 2pm at Woodlands Crematorium, Coleshill B46 1DP, and afterwards at Maxstoke
Park Golf Club, Castle Lane, Coleshill, B46 2BU. As per Vincents request, wearing bright colours is preferred.
Family flowers only, any donations to The British Heart Foundation are gratefully received.

Prayer Group — Please note that our weekly Prayer Group will NOT be meeting throughout August. It will
resume on Thursday 10* September.

Parish Coffee morning: our next gathering will be in the Narthex at 10.30 this Wednesday 12th August with
coffee and tea, scones, cakes and good conversation. If you haven’t been before, give it a try - you will be
made very welcome! Please note we will be having a break in September so there is no planned Coffee
Morning next month.

CAFOD: For anyone still wishing to sign the CAFOD petition to Parliament about the global debt Crisis the
petition sheet is still in the Nathex. CAFOD will present the petition to Parliament and Chris will also send
a post card to our local MP telling him of our concerns and how many signatures we have amassed.

Churches Together Coffee Morning - As part of Churches Together Balsall & Berkswell (CTBB), we will be
hosting the coffee morning on Sat 5% Sept from 10-12 am. If you are available to help, making cakes, setting
up, serving tea, coffee, cakes and clearing up, please see Louise or John Perry. Everyone welcome

Relic of St Francis of Assisi — During this year of St Francis, a Relic of St Francis will be available for
veneration at St Francis, Baddesley Clinton, after the Mass on Saturday 6.30pm and Sunday 11.00am.

Cell of Our Lady of Walsingham and St Francis — This Cell meets at St Francis on the last Thursday of every
month at 7pm to pray Vespers and Compline with Exposition and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament,
evening payer, the rosary with meditations finishing with Benediction around 8pm. This is an opportunity



to deepen your prayer life by participating in the prayer of the Church. During this year celebrating St Francis,
there will also be an opportunity at these meetings to venerate the Relic of the Seraphic Saint. All Welcome.

Knitted Prayer Cloths - There are some small, knitted prayers at the back of the church, that have been
knitted by a member of our congregation, it has a blessing for you in every stitch, The church hopes you can
find comfort in using these whenever you feel the need. There is no charge but if you wish to donate it would
be welcomed.

Secretary Contact Email — For anything to do with Administration, Finances, Bulletins, and all other
queries, please contact our Secretary directly on brg.balsallcommon@rcaob.org.uk

Anniversaries this week: Sheela Burchill, Father Dennis Manion, Kay Bushell, Pearl Carey and the Victims
of the Omagh Bombing.

Your prayers are asked for those who are sick and their carers: Maggie Ellis, Joan McLean, Edward Thomas,
Hope Smith, Diane Ellis, Godfrey Chesshire and Fr. Pat Sayles.

If you would like someone to be named on our list of those who are sick, please contact David Green
(david.monica@btopenworld.com) or complete the online form (under Parish Life) on our web site.

Please email Notices for the Bulletin to David Green by 7.00 pm on Thursday at
david.monica@btopenworld.com

This Week’s Mass and Rota Arrangements at Blessed Robert Grissold:

Date & Time: 9t August 9.30am 16" August 9.30am
Day: Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Celebrant: Fr. Frank Fr. Frank
Intention: Kevin Logan (RIP) Eileen Hughes (RIP)
Wardens: Monica Green & Madeline Peat Nuala Fulham & Anne Stewart
Reader: Chris Blewitt Mike Fairbrother

. . Christina Plater, Helen Woods & Maria
Tea & Coffee: Chesshire Family

Pulley

Flowers: Ann Parker Ann Parker
Counting; Reece Abreu & James Mcreagh Monica Green & Liz Selby
Music: Bjorn Stinner Instrumental group
Church Cleaning; Chris Mitchell & Eileen Selby C. Plater, C. Grewcock & N. Fulham
Altar Linen: Ann Parker Ann Parker
Children’s Liturgy: None during School Holidays None during School Holidays

Tuesday 11t A t, 10a.m, Intentions: C 1E
Weekday Masses: uesday ugust, 10a.m, Intentions: Carmel Evans

The Parish operates in accordance with Statutory Safeguarding Guidance and the National and Archdiocese’s policies and procedures at all
times. Our Parish Safequarding Representative is Monica Green. Monica can be contacted at: sg.brg.balsallcommon@rcaob.org.uk or

alternatively the Diocesan Safegquarding team can be contacted on 0121 230 6240 or safequarding@rcaob.org.uk if you have any concerns.

Priest: Revd. Father Frank Smith. Tel: 07512 100908 Email: fr.frank.smith@rcaob.org.uk
The parish is part of the Archdiocese of Birmingham, Registered Charity No. 234216.

Parish Secretary: brg.balsallcommon@rcaob.org.uk

Parish website: www.brgparish.org.uk

Banbury & Warwick Catholic Deanery website: www.banburyandwarwick-catholicdeanery.org.uk
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