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A Christmas Message from Father Sebastian Arikat
bring?
Is it different from
other years?
What will be the message that we get from
this Christmas?
The first Christmas
was a challenge for
many people of that
time. Those people
never expected that the
Son of Man would be
born in a manger.
They were expecting
him to be born in a
royal palace. However,
the shepherds were
told “You will find a
child wrapped in bands of
cloth and lying in a manger.” a sign of simplicity and of poverty. By His birth in a manger,

Father Sebastian Arikat
“The Christmas of 2007 has
just arrived before our eyes.
Every year it appears!
What new things will it

Jesus is challenging all of us
who live a comfortable life
filled with so many luxurious
things.
Christmas is an occasion to
reflect about our lifestyle. If
we are following the lifestyle of
Jesus, our life has to be simple
and humble. We have to practise the gospel of the manger in
all its simplicity and poverty.
With thousands starving and
dying each day, we cannot
celebrate Christmas by shopping for unnecessary things.
Christmas should also be an
occasion to be grateful for each
other. Over the last year,
many people have entered each
of our lives providing many
different types of support. We
should thank God for them

Parish Events
Once again we have enjoyed
a varied programme of
events, within our church.
We have celebrated two
Youth Masses, on 20th May
and 25th November (which
was also World Youth Day).
Children and young people
helped to lead the service,
providing readings, bidding
prayers and some of the music (with actions!)
In July we celebrated the
anniversary of our patron,
Blessed Robert Grissold,
whilst also saying “Thank you
and goodbye” to organist
Chris Kearl. Also in July was

and the help they have given
us.
This year has been a year with
so many blessings for our parish. As priest in charge of
Blessed Robert Grissold community, I want to thank all of
you for your kind support and
many hours of service in different activities of parish life.
Without these continuing
efforts, we will never reach up
to the level of growth and progress our parish needs.
This Christmas I wish that the
Child Jesus will be born in our
hearts and families. Let His
peace reign in us.”
Fr. Sebastian Arikat
Priest in Charge
Christmas 2007

Inside this issue:
“Puddings Galore”, a social
evening at which those attending enjoyed a variety of delicious desserts prepared by
parishioners, and in the process raised over £600 for parish
funds.

homeless, unemployed or
lonely in our inner city. Another social event was held in
September –the return of the
popular quiz night. This fun
evening raised £800 for parish
funds.

On 14th September we held a
Harvest Festival mass. Once
again, families were invited to
decorate a box and fill it with
gifts of food, clothing and
household goods to donate to
The Fireside Day Centre. This
is an ecumenical project in
Birmingham which offers
friendship, hospitality and
support to people who are

On 3rd and 4th November
our church was the base for a
lively retreat weekend for the
communities from Kerala. In
contrast , the following weekend saw us solemnly mark
Remembrance Sunday.
Finally, we received some good
news in June—Father Sebastian’s work permit has been
extended for 3 years!
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Our Church in 2007...

HCPT The Pilgrimage Trust
Blessed Robert Grissold
Catholic Church in the
coming year?
“To continue to grow
spiritually, to find a new
organist, to support the
instrumental group as they
do a really good job, and
generally to continue upon
the road we are travelling
together. Oh and to keep
Father too!” - Louise
Perry

“To increase the usage of
our church and parish
room by the wider Balsall
Common community.
Every group that meets at
our church witnesses to the
true reason why churches
are still as important and
necessary part of our
modern day society” Kevin McGovern

“A longer Children’s
Liturgy—I really enjoy the
activities we do after the
Gospel. I would also like
there to be more Youth
Masses. I would like to be
more involved in the music
and play my violin” Sophie Ritchie-Yates

Easter 2007 saw Group 83 in
Lourdes. Everyone in the Group
experienced much love and happiness and returned home with lasting memories.
The Group visited the Grotto,
places where Bernadette lived,
attended processions and visited
Bartres, Hosanna House and Gavaine.
Group 83 were accompanied by a
chaplain so were privileged to attend Mass each day. The highlight
of the week was the Midlands Regional Mass attended by all the
HCPT Groups from the Midlands.
The Trust Mass, celebrated in the
underground Basilica and attended

by the whole pilgrimage was also
very special. A party for the whole
group rounded the week off.
During the Summer, Group 83
has had 2 reunions, one north of
Leicester at “Grace Dieu” and a
day at Drayton Manor Park. Everyone enjoyed the chance to meet
up again and swap stories.
In September Janina and Maureen
(shown on the back page) spent a
week at Hosanna House, a house
owned by the Pilgrimage Trust
where they joined a group of 40
people. Janina was apprehensive
about going but very pleased she
went. “The kindness and generosity that was shown to me strength-

In preparation
for the 2008
Pilgrimage,
Group 83 is
gradually coming
together
with helpers old and new and with
young people with disabilities.
Plans for this pilgrimage are already
underway and fund raising for the
group continues. The recent Coffee
Evening raised £1,000 and the sale
of Christmas cards have helped
boost these funds.
It costs £580 for each young person
to join the pilgrimage so the Group
has to raise around £6,000. We are
confident that we will be able to
achieve this through your generous
support. Thank you for all you
have done for Group 83 in 2007
and we pray for your continued
support in 2008.

First Holy Communions and Confirmations
The children took an active role in
the service; choosing the hymns,
preparing and reading the bidding
prayers and bringing the gifts for
the offertory. One member of each
child’s family helped with the readings.

On 1st July this year Liam Russell,
Ellie Biggs, Sophie Ritchie-Yates
and David Doll (pictured above
with Father Sebastian) made their
First Holy Communion during our
Sunday mass.
The mass was very much a family
celebration, not only for the families and friends of each child who
joined us, but also for the
whole parish as we welcomed
these four young people
into full communion with
Christ in His church.

After the mass, many guests and
parishioners joined the children in
the parish room for tea, coffee and
a slice of First Communion cake!
Preparatory classes for children
wishing to make their First Communion in summer 2008 will be
announced in the New Year—watch
the weekly Parish Bulletin for details.
For the first time in our parish, a
group of our older children is also
beginning to prepare for their confirmation. The Sacrament of Confirmation is a key moment in the
life of a young Christian. It is then
that the responsibilities of follow-

ing Christ are publicly acknowledged by the individual for the
first time. The rite of Confirmation is a service where a child
“confirms” the promises made at
their Baptism.
The sign the
Church makes is prayer and the
anointing with chrism. The Holy
Spirit touches the candidate with
his gifts.
The preparation for the Sacrament
must be undertaken with great
care, to ensure that the candidates
know what they are doing and can
begin to come to terms with the
way they will be expected to live
their lives.
Blessed Robert Grissold parish is
looking forward to the visit of the
Bishop in April 2008 to celebrate
the Sacrament of Confirmation
with these young people of our
parish.

We are now online!—visit our website at www.brgparish.org.uk

ened my faith
in God and
other people. It
improved my
self esteem and
I would recommend a visit to
anyone”, she
said.

What do you wish for

...and looking forward to 2008

Millennium Project
The Parish started our Millennium
Project in 1999 to help Fr. Ed
O’Connell, a Columban Priest, who
had gone to work with the poor in
Lima Peru.
We began by serving ‘Breakfasts’
after Mass and also putting our
small change into a large Coke Bottle. Later we sold Peruvian Handicrafts. It has been quite a low profile
project with excellent results and,
this year, we have reached a great
goal. Recently, we have
raised a further £96 from
the Bottle. This makes
the total raised so far
from the Bottle and
Breakfasts to a massive
£10,041. This amount
has a spending power of
over £70,000 in Peru. It
is a tremendous achievement from everyone and
Fr Ed will be delighted.

It will help him with his projects
for our friends in Lima — there
are photographs in the entrance
hall, showing some of these projects. These include a women’s
refuge, a children’s Kindergarden,
helping young people to access
higher education, supporting the
re-build of a Chapel which was
burned down 2 years ago, a
women’s co-operative making
handicrafts to sell and helping to

News from the Finance Committee
Unless we have any unexpected
expenditure we are pleased that we
will end 2007 with a decent surplus.
This is mostly due to the extra income received from the various
social functions we have held and to
reclaimed tax (some £1300) resulting from increases in planned giving
for the tax year ended April 2007.
Sadly, we have seen no increases in

the Offertory collections during
the current tax year. We badly
need to increase our giving to
keep pace with the ever larger
costs to maintain our church.
We shall be looking at ways this
might be accomplished in the
new year. The 100 Club has
continued to be popular
during 2007. This year,

train youth workers and lay people to help with the Liturgy.
We have also sold Peruvian crafts
and we have just sent £66.64 to
the Women’s Co-operative which
brings the total sales of these
handicrafts to £2,463. There is an
example of their work in the Parish room, the lovely Arpeilla
which hangs on the far wall
which was given to our Church to
say ‘Thank you’. We now have a
new ‘Bottle’ because
the old one fell apart
under the weight of
your donations. Let’s
continue to save our
small change for our

• Sandra Margaret Dunne & Alan
David Bell.

• William Nicholas Lennon and
Paula Jane Martyn
who were married earlier this year.
We pray for them as they embark on
their new lives together.

vanan, daughter of
Ponnusamy and
Mary Saravanan.

• Laura Della Drif-

There have also been a number of
baptisms this year, we welcome into
our parish community:

• Maria Margaret Dunne, daugh-

• Grace Charlotte Walkerdine,

ter of Patrick & Kirstie Dunne.

• Mathew James Cooke, son of
Neil and Helen Cooke.

• Tom Patrick Dunne, son of
Brendan and Clare Dunne.

• Erin Maeve Courtier, daughter

Payak, daughter of Jeffrey
and Helen Payak.
daughter of Darren and
Loretta Walkerdine.

• James William Robert Holland, son of Jason and Denise Holland
Sadly, three members of our

coming year?

“We hope that our

• Annika Lauren Sara-

• Madeleine Frances Adela

Catholic Church in the

ling £550 and held a special draw
at Christmas to award three prizes
totalling nearly £100. Congratulations to all the winners. Please
contact Chris Burleigh if you
would like to join the 100 Club.

of Lee and Daphne
Courtier.

field, daughter of
Nigel and Kathryn Driffield.

Blessed Robert Grissold

“We hope that 2008 sees
the continuation of our
development as a family,
gathering together regularly
to praise and thank our
friends in Peru.
Lord. The last few years
Congratulations and
have seen us develop a very
thanks to everyone
for your help and special and fulfilling
atmosphere here at Blessed
support!
Robert Grissold. We pray
for it to continue and
grow.” – Ellie and Gerry
the Club has awarded prizes totalBiggs

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals
This year we have had two weddings
in our church. Congratulations to:

What do you wish for

parish passed away this year:

• Angela Belford on the 17th
January.

• Guido Santoro on the 10th
September

• Jack McLean on 28th November.
May their souls and the souls
of the faithful departed rest
in peace.

congregation will increase
and the church will be full
every Sunday. More
fundraising would be good
to help with our finances as
well. Finally we want the
good standard of music in
our parish to continue and
more people to join the choir
and the instrumental
group” - Clare and Emily
Green

Blessed Robert
Grissold
Catholic
Church

Blessed Robert Grissold Easter to Christmas in Pictures
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Sunday Mass is
celebrated at 9.30am
Weekday Mass on
Tuesdays at 7.30pm
and first Friday of
each month at
9.15am.
Mass on Holydays is
at 7.30pm.
Fr Sebastian hears
confessions from
8.30am to 9.00am
every Sunday.

Newsletter Number 4
will be published in
time for Easter 2008.

Key to Pictures
The pictures above are taken
from several events that have
taken place in our church or
elsewhere.
Group 83 HCPT Coffee Evening to raise funds for the 2007
Pilgrimage, Father Sebastian

and some of our Altar Servers,
Group 83 in Lourdes, Liam Russell, Ellie Biggs, Sophie RitchieYates and David Doll our recent
First Communicants before and
after their First Holy Communions and a Retreat for the Keralan

people in the UK held at our
church.

The Secret Life of the Parish Room
If there is anything else
you would like to see in
the next newsletter, on
our website or wish to
provide some feedback,
please contact Ian Clarke
on 01676 533 931
or email ian@clarke1.demon.co.uk

For many, our parish room is
the a place where we meet up
after Mass on Sunday for tea or
coffee. However did you know
that it’s also been used for many
of our fund raising events including meals, quiz nights, jumble sales and coffee evenings.
With its seating capacity for 120
and kitchen facilities, our parish
room has seen a lot of use over

the last year. The University of the
3rd Age use the room every week
for their events. It has also been
the venue of 24 children’s parties
and is used every month for meetings. HCPT have used it 3 times
for fund raising events and it has
played host to everything from
communion classes to choir practices and christening parties! The
Jesus Youth have used it for 6 of

their events and it’s been used for
2 away days and 1 retreat. Our
Parish Room can be hired for
special occasions so if you would
be interested in hiring it, please
contact Louise Perry on 01676
533357 or contact us through the
parish room page on our website.

