
A Christmas Prayer
by Robert Louis Stevenson

Loving Father, 
Help us remember 

the birth of  Jesus,

that we may share 
in the song of  the angels,

the gladness of  the shepherds,
and worship of  the wise men.

Close the door of  hate
and open the door of  love 

all over the world. 
Let kindness come with every gift

and good desires

with every greeting.
Deliver us from evil 

by the blessing which Christ brings,
and teach us to be merry with clear 

hearts. 

May the Christmas morning 

make us happy to be thy children,
and Christmas evening bring us to 

our beds

with grateful thoughts,
forgiving and forgiven, 

for Jesus' sake.
Amen. 
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Dear Friends, 

My cordial 
greetings to all of 
you.  We are at a 
juncture of  
confusion about 
the meaning of  
Christmas.  At 
the heart of  

Christmas is the 
"good news of  great joy" spoken of  by 
the angel in Luke 2. "For today in the 
city of  David there has been born for 
you a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord." 

Christmas is so sacred because it 
observes the birth of  a Saviour. Jesus 
has been born to save all people. But 
from what? Not from what many 
people today think they need to be 
saved: political oppression, a bad 
economy, gender bias, political 
incorrectness, social inequality. So 
many today feel "victimised" by a 

hundred things, but not the one thing 
that has truly victimised them: SIN. 

Matthew 1:21: "and you shall call His 
name Jesus, for He will save His people 
from their sins." Christmas is truly 
good news to those who know all too 
well the crushing burden of  their 
sinfulness. It is a great joy to those who 
feel unworthy of  God's love, who are 
afraid of  His punishment, who 
struggle with guilt. In a sense 
Christmas is only for such people. For 
them it is a celebration of  God's 
complete forgiveness and 
unconditional love through the 
Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

I wish a happy and grace-filled 
Christmas to all of  you.  May I thank 
you for being here in our church and 
for supporting the parish so well.  

Yours truly,

Fr. Sebastian Arikat

z Father Sebastian Writes z
Each newsletter, our parish priest, Father Sebastian writes a 

message to our parishioners, friends and visitors to our parish.
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CONFIRMATION FIRST
On Sunday 6th April 2008, our parish 
w e l c o m e d B i s h o p W i l l i a m 
K e n n e y, A u x i l i a r y B i s h o p o f 
Birmingham, to celebrate Mass and 
a d m i n i s t e r t h e s a c r a m e n t o f 
confirmation on nine of our young 
people. This event was  the culmination 
of much work by the parish, and in 
par t icu lar by Teresa Green & 
Madeleine Peat who were responsible 
for providing instruction to these young 
people.

The service was prepared with the help 
of the candidates, who also read the 
readings, psalm and bidding prayers in 
the Mass.  A special order of service was 

prepared for the occasion. 

M u s i c 
w a s p rov i d e d by t h e p a r i s h ' s 
instrumental group,  Linda Chesshire on 
the organ and both the adult and 
children's choirs  who sang 'Let all 
Creation Sing' by David Ogden after 
Communion. 

After Mass, Bishop William joined the 
confirmandi, their families and friends 
and our parishioners for a celebration 
in the parish room. Our best wishes 
and prayers  go to the confirmandi, 
their sponsors, families and guests. 

2008 FIRST HOLY 
COMMUNIONS 

On Sunday 8th June, five children from 
our church made their First Holy 
Communion. This was the culmination 

of a number of weeks of hard work 
from the communicants who had made 
their first confessions at the end of 
March.

T h e 
children helped to plan the 

service, selecting the hymns and 
preparing and reading the bidding 
prayers. They also brought up the gifts 
during the offertory procession and 
members of their families read the 
readings, took the collection and were 
part of the instrumental group who 
provided musical accompaniment for 
the hymns. Organ accompaniment was 
provided by Chris Kearl and our choir 
sang a special arrangement of his 
setting of "The Apple Tree" after 
Communion. After Mass, the parish 
celebrated the occasion with a slice of 
cake and a drink in our parish hall. Our 

best wishes  and prayers go 
to the 

communicants, 
their families and friends.

HCPT - GROUP 83
At Easter this year, Group 83 made 
their pilgrimage to Lourdes largely 
thanks to the kindness  and love shown 

by those who had raised the money 
required to support the trip. The 
helpers and young people returned 
from Lourdes having had a very happy 
and uplifting week despite the wet 
weather. This did not dampen their 
activities though! There was Mass each 
day, visits to the Grotto, Hosanna 
House, visits  to the Parish Church and 
the mill where Bernadette was born.

Since their return, there have been two 
reunion events  - one in June at Grace 
Dien in Leicestershire;  and the other in 
September at Drayton Manor Park. 
Both were enjoyed by all who went.

Fund rais ing for next Easter ’s 
pilgrimage has already begun. The sale 
o f C h r i s t m a s c a rd s h a s b e e n  
tremendous success  and the coffee 
evening, held on 24th November, raised 
£1000! The next coffee evening is 
being planned for 

M a r c h 
2009 and other fund-raising 

events continue outside the parish. The 
fund raising is extremely important as 
the cost of sending a child or young 
person to Lourdes for next Easter is 
£710. with the cost to send each helper 
a further £689. Each year, Group 83 
raises  funds  to help those who cannot 
raise all the money themselves.

This year also saw Maureen Carroll‘s 
decision to stand down as Group 
Leader as of 1st October. Paul Stevens, 
a  long-time helper, is now the new 
Leader and Ann Marie Hopper is his 



deputy. Maureen will continue to be an 
active member of  Group 83.

The group is now actively planning the 
Easter 2009 pilgrimage and is gathering 
in helpers and young people. Your 
support and generosity continues to be 
very much appreciated and essential 
given rising costs. Please do remember 
Group 83 in your prayers as they shall 
remember you in theirs.  

MILLENNIUM PROJECT 
We began our Millennium Project in 
May 1999 when we started to help Fr 
Ed O’Connell, a Columban Father, 
after he went to work with the poor 
people of the shanty towns in the 
outskirts of  Lima, Peru. 

On September 14th this year we 
welcomed Fr Ed to our 9.30 Mass  and 
some of our younger parishioners 
presented him with a cheque for £300 
from our fundraising.  Fr Ed was very 
thankful and he told us about the 
projects  he was involved in at Our Lady 
of the Missions in Lima, including the 
Kindergarten he is trying to establish 
for the children.  We hope to support 
this project in the future.

Fr Ed also brought some lovely 
Peruvian handicrafts made by the 
women of Lima. There were beautiful 
pictures, called Arpilleras,  bags,  painted 
crosses, woven throws  and drink mats.  
They were sold quickly and raised 
£331 which brings  our 
t o t a l f o r 

Peruvian 
crafts sold so far to 

£2,794.21

This  year we have organised 4 
B re a k f a s t s  i n Fe b r u a r y, Ju n e, 
September and November which raised 
a total of £569.05.  In September we 
had a Cake Sale which raised £80 and 
we were given £33 in donations.   We 
have counted £195.80 from our bottle 
making our total for this year £877.85. 
Since we started our Millennium 
Project back in May 1999 we have 
raised £10,959.49 which has a 
spending power of about £77,000 for 
the people of  Peru.

PARISH EVENTS
In May this  year, we held our annual 
Parish meal.  an evening in May was 
enjoyed by all at our annual Parish 
Meal. We ate, drank, chatted and 
laughed whilst being entertained by our 
Guitar group rendering 60’s music. An 
incredible £1010 was  raised for Parish 
funds. 

I n 
September we held our third annual 
quiz night. Although the numbers  were 
down this year, the Parish room was  still 
buzzing as teams poured over the ‘Split-
Faces’  and argued about the country 
with the longest coastline. 

We managed to raise a healthy £550, 
but as  Fr Sebastian commented, the 
social aspect of the evening was just as 
important. It was  great to see 
parishioners  of all ages and visitors  too 
(always  glad to take their money!) 
enjoying an evening together.

Graham once again made an 
excellent quiz-master, managing to 
control hecklers and add some 

h u m o u r 
while delivering the questions. As  usual 
there was  a raft of willing helpers, 
baking potatoes, setting out the hall and 

washing up. Time to start finding new 
questions for 2009. I wonder if anyone 
would remember the answers from 
2006??

FINANCE REPORT
Thanks to successful parish events 
earlier this year, we have been able to 
invest in a much-needed dishwasher 
and a food warmer for the church 
kitchen.

However, in recent months,  the average 
weekly offertory collection has started 
to drop slightly. In the current 
economic climate, it is difficult to ask 
people to give more - but one way that 
you can increase the income to the 
church at no additional cost to yourself 
is  by using Gift Aid. This allows the 
church to reclaim 28p tax from the 
government for every £1 that you give.

If you are a UK tax payer and do not 
already use Gift Aid, we urge you to do 
so – please speak to any member of the 
Finance committee, or see their pages 
on parish website, for further details.

YOUTH GROUP
The Blessed Robert Grissold Youth 
Group was set up shortly before Easter 
2008, along with a Fair Trade stall, 
which is run by our members in the 
Parish room most Sundays  after Mass. 
We very quickly gained several regular 
members, as  well as  an official name: 
Revolution. 

Our first project was to raise money 
during Christian Aid week,  We spent a 
Saturday morning shopping for several 
parishioners, and then delivering the 
shopp ing bag s a round Ba l s a l l 
Common, finishing up with a treat of 
fish and chips in the park.

Since then we have run a Murder 
Mystery evening and a quiz night and, 
more recently, have hung all of the 
‘Present Labels’  on our Church Giving 
Tree. We have also performed a short 
drama piece about Christmas Feelings 
at our carol service on the 21st 
December.

We meet every Sunday from 6.00pm 
to 7.30pm; the highlight of the 
evening is  undoubtedly the tea and 
biscuits at the end; it is so well loved, 
in fact, that all our members  can now 
make tea!

If you are aged between 11 and 16, 
and have a free hour and a half on a 
Sunday evening for a spot of fun and 
games, please come along. We would be 
happy to welcome you in! 
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Parish Life Easter to Christmas 2008
The pictures above are moments from the life of  our Parish over the last 9 months. During that time, we 
were visited by Bishop Kenney to administer the sacrament of  confirmation on some of  our young people. 
Father Sebastian’s great nephew, Father Sijo Arikat visited. We held our annual Parish Meal and were 
pleased to welcome back Father Ed O’Connell. Finally, several of  our young people celebrated their First 
Holy Communion in June.
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