Parish Dinners

In June we welcomed comedian and broadcaster
Don Maclean and his wife, Toni, to our Parish
Cheese and Wine Supper. After a delicious supper, Don entertained us with tales of growing up in Birmingham, and life as a broadcaster on Radio 2, as well
as giving some insight into his recent investiture as a Papal Knight.

come several new members.
We have also said goodbye to one of our longest
standing members of the choir, Kay Pardoe. Kay
was a founding member of our choir, and can
be relied upon to attend all rehearsals and gives her all
when singing. Kay is moving away from the parish to be
closer to her daughter. We will miss her. Ellie Clarke

Baptisms and Weddings

We made a profit of £471.73 for church funds which was
a great result. Thanks especially to Ann Dodd, Judith &
Bysshe Gibbs and Maureen Carroll, plus Linda Chesshire
for remembering that the bread was still in the oven!
In November about 40 parishioners enjoyed a delicious
meal at McKee’s brassiere at Haigs Hotel in the village.
Although this was mostly a social evening, a raffle held
on the evening raised some much-needed money for
parish funds! Ellie Clarke

On Saturday 21st July, Helen Delaney and Richard Guest
were married in our church. Congratulation to both of
them.
Congratulations also to Harli Jacob Singh Manu, son of
Natalie Dawn Kelly and Mahan Singh Manu, who was
baptised on Saturday 3rd November. Welcome to our
parish family.

Finance

Happy Birthday!

With costs going up generally our spending has risen significantly and this year we need to raise about £750 each
week to cover our various expenses including the annual
reduction to the Diocesan Loan of £6000. Our church is
now used every day so our costs have increased.
The Keralan community now make a substantial contribution to the cost of maintenance and repairs and whilst
there has been a terrific response to our recent appeal,
we remain well behind inflation and the increase in our
cost base.
We are hoping that the large number of parishioners who
have not yet increased their giving for a number of years,
will respond to our plea for ‘an extra £1 per week’ That
would make all the difference. Bob Jones

Choir News

The choir has sung at a number of events in the last 6
months. Members of the choir have sung at a wedding,
a baptism and also at the Diocesan Intercultural Mass in
October, where they joined with the choir of St. Catherine
of Siena to sing an anthem after communion.
The choir also sang at the village celebrations for the
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in June. Preparations for the
Christmas Masses and Carol Service have been underway since September and we have been pleased to wel-

Blessed Robert Grissold
Roman Catholic Church

In June, parishioner Maureen Carroll celebrated her 80th
birthday. She would like to say a big thank you to Father
Soji and everyone in the parish for making her birthday
so special. The memories will remain with her for a long
time. The cake was enjoyed by parishioners and the
housebound.
The parish also celebrated parishioner Rose Doyle’s
91st birthday and the 101st birthday of parishioner Delia
Murray. Rose received flowers and we joined Delia and
her family for coffee and cake after Mass.

Blessed Robert Grissold Roman Catholic Church, Balsall Common
Priest in Charge: Father Soji Olikkal, 4B Oxhayes Close, Balsall Common CV7 7PS Tel: 01676 532794
Email: parishpriest@brgparish.org.uk www.brgparish.org.uk Registered as Charity No. 234216
Sunday Mass is celebrated at 9.30am, Weekday Mass on Tuesdays at 7.30pm and
first Friday of each month at 9.15am. Mass on Holy days is at 7.30pm.
Next newsletter is published Easter 2013. Please send submissions to
newsletter @brgparish.org.uk
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A Community based on Faith, Altar and the Word

Father Soji Writes
Christmas is one of
the most joyous seasons of the year when
we look forward to
Mass with our families, exchanging gifts, sharing greetings, and meeting loved ones.
The people of the Old Testament also looked forward and waited patiently for the coming of the
Messiah. Until, as it is written at the beginning of St.
John’s Gospel, ‘the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us’. St. John shows us the amazing truth that
the Word, God himself, took on the vulnerability of
our human form and nature and shared what it is to
be one of us.
God’s power worked through Joseph and Mary to
bring forth Jesus the Messiah. They were ordinary
people who were open to God’s extraordinary activity in their lives and whose willing hearts and courage powerfully proclaimed the Good News of the
One who would save His people from their sins.
Have you ever thought that God’s great present to
the world, Jesus coming as a mortal baby, was overlooked by most of the people in the busy town of
Bethlehem that night? In today’s world we are not
so different. Many people are unaware of the
coming of Jesus and His love for us. There are

many people in the world who have no idea about
His saving presence. As we journey with the church
in this Year of Faith, may we reach out to everyone
we know as witnesses to God’s great love for us all
and help them to experience that love.
We all have a part to play bringing forth the light
of Christ’s love and salvation to others. This Christmas, as we meet our friends and wish them ‘Merry
Christmas’, may the Holy Spirit give us faith, courage, and a willing heart to proclaim the Good News
of Jesus.
I send my blessing to you and your families that you
may have a Holy and Blessed Christmas, and that
God strengthens you to be a witness for Christ.
God Bless You!
Fr. Soji Olikkal

Welcome back to Father Sebastian!
The parish welcomed
back Father Sebastian
Arikat who visited us
between 19th and 30th
November. He is now a
Dean in his home diocese in Kerala.

First Holy Communion

welcome to attend for all or part of the healing service. In
October we held the first in a series of bible study classes.
These monthly meetings also include prayer and worship
and mass. The next class starts at 10am on Wednesday
2nd January – all are welcome.

Alpha Course

In June four of our young people made their First Holy
Communion during our Sunday mass. Adi, Daniel, Alex
and Jacob had been preparing by attending weekly classes since January. The parish community was delighted
to welcome the boys’ families and friends to our Sunday
mass to pray for the boys as they received this important
sacrament. Ellie Clarke

Confirmation

In April, our parish welcomed again Bishop William Kenney, Auxiliary Bishop of Birmingham, to celebrate Mass
and administer the sacrament of confirmation on five of
our young people: Matthew, Tom, Liam, Natalie and Theo.
This event was the culmination of much work by the parish, and in particular by Teresa Green & Madeleine Peat
who were responsible for providing instruction to these
young people on their journey to Confirmation. Bishop
William joined families, friends, sponsors and parishioners
at a celebration in the parish room after mass.

Healing Mass and Bible Classes

In 2012 Blessed Robert Grissold Parish organised its first
Alpha Course. This was a 9 week course held on Wednesday evenings over the autumn. It was a hugely enjoyable
experience for the 23 or so attendees and we experienced
a rewarding journey together exploring some of the basic
principles of the Christian Faith. We also made some new
friendships and strengthened existing ones.
Each evening started with a delicious meal (a big thank
you to the three catering teams), which provided time to
wind down from the day and have a chat. This was followed by the weekly video talk given by Nicky Gumble, a
vicar from London, who devised the Alpha Course. After
each talk there was time to discuss the week’s subject in
small groups. The subjects covered during the course
included: Who Jesus was and why he died; how and why
we pray; Who the Holy Spirit is and what he does; and the
role of the Church today. Half-way through the course we
had an away day in the peaceful surroundings of Temple
Balsall Old Hall. This was a lovely opportunity to spend
some quality time together as a group, with the main subject of discussion being the Holy Spirit. A visiting speaker
provided some inspirational insights into the Holy Spirit as
well as her own experience of running the Alpha course in
a high security prison.
For more information on Alpha Courses generally, or to
express interest in attending our next course please speak
to David Green, Bysshe Gibbs or Godfrey Chesshire or
email at alpha@brgparish.org.uk. David Green

HCPT Group 83

We hold a healing service on the last Thursday of every
month, which includes prayers, recital of the Rosary, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and laying on of hands as
well as Holy Mass. We have welcomed a number of priests
and guest speakers, including Janis Maria Clarke,
President of Word for Life Rosary Mission and a
regular presenter on EWTN television. Everyone is

counting the days until Easter: just 14 weeks to go! We
are currently very busy meeting both helpers and children.
We have a small team of helpers (seen here masquerading as smurfs!), but this year we will have a new chaplain
joining the group: Fr. Con, an MSC priest based in Aston.
Last month Maureen Carroll held another of her famous
coffee evenings, which raised over £1000. This was fantastic! Also, at the end of October Louise Perry and I
completed an 8 mile walk, stopping by five of Coventry’s
Catholic churches, raising over £700.
Over the last few years the cost of taking a child to Lourdes
has gradually risen and now stands at £740, so all of your
help with fundraising is very much appreciated. The children and helpers are always grateful for the support of the
parish throughout the year If there is anyone out there
who is interested in joining the group at Easter, do let us
know!
Thank you for all of your support in 2012. I wish you a very
happy Christmas and all the best for 2013. Ann-Marie

Millennium Project

Parishioners’ Get Together
We meet on the first Wednesday morning of each month
for coffee and cake or a light lunch and occasional outings.
Since Easter we have had two trips to garden centres and
also enjoyed a hearty meal at the Black Boy in Knowle.
Bysshe Gibbs

Cake Sale

We have been supporting Fr. Ed, a Columban Father, in
his work with the poor people in Peru, for 13 years. Our
main fundraisers are our regular “Millennium Breakfasts”,
and donations of small change to our Bottle.
We have held three Breakfasts since Easter of this year.
The first two raised a total of £308.12. Our third ‘Breakfast’
was our 50th and we made it free to all our Parishioners
in thanks for their support over many years. More than 70
people came, met new parishioners and had a good chatter and we still had £45 in donations!
Our ‘Bottle’ and other donations gave us another £301;
making a total of £609.12. We had sent Fr. Ed £165 before Easter, meaning we have raised nearly £775 in 2012
– which in Peru has a spending power equivalent to about
£4000.
Our donations will be used to help Fr. Ed’s next project for
‘Children at risk in San Benito’, a very poor shanty town
on the outskirts of Lima. This project aims to involve the
local community in making a safer environment for working mothers and their children, both in the home and in the
wider community. Fr. Ed is hoping to pay us a visit in 2013
when he will be able to tell us more about this project.
Our thanks go to everyone in the Parish for your support
and help throughout the year. For more information see
the website: www.warmihuasi.org. Sue McGovern

Harvest Mass

Christmas may only just be upon us, but Group 83 are

Fireside Centre, which works alongside various
professionals to provide help and support to those
who are homeless or disadvantaged. Ian Clarke

Our Harvest Mass was celebrated on 7th October, and, as
in previous years, parishioners were invited to donate food
and clothing to the SIFA Fireside charity in Birmingham. A
generous collection was very gratefully received by the

Our annual cake sale took place after Mass on Sunday 13

May. A very sincere & big “thank youʺ to all who made/
gave cakes and all those who bought them. A very special
thank you to James Green for his amazing cake which
was won by Ann Dodd. We made a total of £150.60. If
anyone is interested in buying James’ Cook Book, please
speak to him - he still has some left.

Bacon Breakfast
On the 14th October the men of the parish once again
prepared a delicious “bacon butty breakfast” after mass to
raise money for parish funds. Many thanks to all the men
who took part and especial thanks to Terry Biles, Dominic
& Philip Green for their hard work in the kitchen. We raised
£103.00 for parish funds.

Parish Quiz Night
The annual parish quiz was held in October. Nine teams
took part in this brain boggling event, and enjoyed a sausage and beans supper. A fun night was had by all, and
after a close-fought contest, the team “Less is More”
emerged as the winners.
Many thanks to everyone who helped to make the evening
such a success raising a very welcome £436 for
parish funds. Ian Clarke

