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“Glory to God in the high-
est heaven, and on earth 
peace among those whom 
He favours!” (Luke 2:14). 
This was a message of 
praise from the angels 
to the shepherds who 
wasted no time to seek 

the Prince of Peace - Jesus. After finding their peace 
and joy in Jesus, the shepherds returned glorifying 
and praising God for all what they saw and witnessed. 
Christmas is the season of joy and peace. It is a time 
when Jesus wants to give us this message: Only in me 
you will find your peace. 
“For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 
and He is named, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” 
(Isaiah 9:6). Often we try finding our peace in different 
places - in family reunions, around the Christmas tree, 
in the unwrapping of gifts, and amidst the noise of the 
celebration. And we lose all that joy as the sound of fes-
tivities is silenced. Perhaps the truth is that staying busy 
or buzzing with activities will not bring us peace. Peace 
will come with Him, in Him, and by Him. Jesus seems 
to be saying, seek your peace not in things or people, 
but in me. This Christmas, once again peace is coming 
to us in the form of a person and that is Jesus Himself. 
That is why St. Paul says that Jesus Christ is our peace 
(Ephesians 2:14).
What does this peace mean in our day to day life? When 
our hearts are troubled, we do not lose faith; instead 
turn our restless hearts to Jesus. When we are not able 
to see into the future, or understand the past, our peace 
will be found in Him. When life seems unfair, He will 
still be our peace. When we are lonely or depressed or 

sad, He will continue to be our peace. When we cannot 
grasp our purpose in this world, He will be our peace.
Peace is only found in the one who was found lying 
in a manger wrapped in swaddling clothes. Peace is 
found in having a relationship with Jesus where we 
can run into His merciful arms at any time and share 
our joys and sorrows with Him. When the shepherds 
heard the message, they went to meet baby Jesus and 
spent time with Him. That meeting changed their lives 
for good. That meeting made them happy, joyful, and 
rejoicing people. This Christmas, let us take the time 
to meet Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. Let us pour 
out our hearts before Him and tell Him how much He 
means to us. Through the Sacrament of Confession, let 
us receive the grace to begin anew. Jesus says, “I am 
standing at the door, knocking; If you hear my voice and 
open the door I will come in to you and eat with you, and 
you with me.” (Rev 3:20). Each one of us has an invita-
tion this Christmas to open the door of our hearts and 
allow Jesus to take control of our life. Surely like the 
shepherds we will find our true joy and peace in Jesus 
once we encounter Him personally.
May Jesus be in every aspect of our celebration this 
Christmas season, for He alone is the light, the song, 
and the gift we need the most. This Christmas, as we 
sit around the Christmas tree, may we be reminded that 
the greatest gift was not placed under a Christmas tree, 
but instead on the cross of Calvary.
Let the peace of Christ guard your hearts and minds as 
you live in Him. May God fill you and your families with 
the joy and peace in knowing Christ Jesus and may His 
gracious Spirit rest upon you.
Happy and Blessed Christmas!

Father Soji Writes

good order and there is other work that is planned  
in the next year.  
I would like to thank the committee for all their  help 
and time but we also need your support, both in 

the weekly collection and by supporting our various Par-
ish events so that we can afford to maintain out church. 
Joe Martin

Family Games Afternoon 
Families of all ages were invited to a games afternoon on 
Sunday 22nd September at the church hall. A mixture of 
table tennis and board games were available to cater for 
all ages and a chance to win some small prizes in com-
petitions run by some of our youth group! The afternoon 
was rounded off with pizza and cake. Thanks to all who 
took part, and to Kathryn Driffield and Claire Keane for 
organising it. It was a great afternoon, and lovely to see 
all ages mixing together. As well as being great fun, the 
event also raised money for parish funds. Hopefully we 
will do it again next year. Ian Clarke
Births, Baptisms, Weddings & Anniversaries 

On the 1st April, we celebrated the wedding of Sarah 
Elizabeth Martin and Kristen Alan Westall in our church. 
We wish them happiness and very best wishes. Congrat-
ulations and best wishes to Clare and Stuart who were 
married in our church on Friday 23rd August
Congratulations to Delia Murray, who celebrated her 
102nd birthday this year in August. We are also pleased 
to welcome Finn Robert Derrick as a member of our 
church family, following his baptism on 7 September. 
Congratulations to Finn and his parents, Ben and Kate. 
Congratulations to Maggie and Chris Ellis who celebrat-
ed 50 years of marriage on 21st September. Finally, con-
gratulations to Peter & Jenny Chesshire on the birth of 
Emilia Florence at 7.15pm on 17th October, a sister for 
Benjamin. 

Parishioner Spotlight
Our parish is blessed with some amazing parishioners 
who go to some extraordinary lengths to raise money for 
charity. Here are some of the amazing things that have 
been accomplished during the last year.
On 22nd April, Charles Keane ran in the London Mara-
thon in aid of St Joseph’s Hospice in London. He would 

like to thank the parish for all the support given to 
his fund-raising effort. Charles finished the mara-
thon in just under 5 hours. The total raised through 
sponsorship and the various social events was an 
amazing £2,700!
On Saturday, 11th May, Chris Mitchell completed the 
moonwalk around London in aid of Breast Cancer UK. 
This is a 26.2 mile walk around the City at night. It was a 
long hard night but an amazing experience. Chris would 
like to thank the parish for all the kind support and spon-
sorship for this worthy cause. 
On Saturday June 30th, Kathryn Green cycled the C2C, 
a journey of 150 miles from Whitehaven to Sunderland, 
as part of a group of 12 peers from her school and in aid 
of Cancer Research UK and the British Stroke Associa-
tion. Kathryn would like to thank those who have sup-
ported her fund-raising effort. The total raised through 
Kathryn’s sponsorship is over £450 and collectively her 
group has raised over £3,000.
On Friday 4th October, Ellie Clarke took part in “Byte 
Night”, joining IT professionals from around the Midlands 
in a sponsored “sleep out” in central Birmingham in aid 
of Action for Children, to support their work in tackling 
youth homelessness. Ellie would like to thank parishio-
ners for their generosity. Thankfully it was a mild night! 
Ellie raised over £400 and her team of eight from the 
Orbit Group raised well over £5000 for the charity
On the 13th October, one of our younger parishioners, 
James Driffield, and his Mum, Kathryn, took part in a 
sponsored event to break the record for the world’s big-
gest taekwondo demonstration and raise funds for Can-
cer Research UK. 428 people took part and a new World 
record was established. Many thanks to everyone who 
sponsored them! Ian Clarke

Thank You 
Finally, this thank you from one of our Parishioners: “Be-
cause my husband and I are unable to get to Mass,  the 
Eucharistic Ministers and Father Soji  have come once 
every week to give us Holy Communion. 
This is a lifeline, and a great comfort for us. Without this 
dedication it’s possible people could lose their Faith and 
love of the church. We can’t thank them enough for giv-
ing up their time to visit us”
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from the Saracen’s Head! 25% of your food bill
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First Holy Communion
Congratulations to James Driffield who made his 
first Holy Communion on 8th June at St George & 

St Teresa’s in Dorridge. On the 9th June, James received 
his first Holy Communion with the Parish at Blessed Rob-
ert Grissold. The parishioners celebrated with James and 
his family after the Mass and shared his celebration cake. 
Classes for children in year 3 or above at non-Catholic 
schools will begin in the New Year, to prepare them to 
receive the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Holy Com-
munion.  If you wish your child to attend, please contact 
Ellie Clarke: email iehclarke@btinternet.com  or  phone 
(01676) 533931. Ellie Clarke

Healing Mass 
We hold a healing service on the last Thursday of every 
month, which includes prayers, recital of the Rosary, Ado-
ration of the Blessed Sacrament and laying on of hands as 
well as Holy Mass.  
We have welcomed a number of priests and guest speak-
ers, including a presentation by Deacon David Palmer of 
the Year of Faith Committee on how we can work together 
in our parishes to bring the Gospel message of Healing 
and New Life to those around us, Father Simon from the 
Punjab and Monsignor Timothy Menezes, Vicar- General 
of our Archdiocese. Everyone is welcome to attend for all 
or part of the healing service.  

Group 83 
2014 is set to be a special 
year for group 83.  At Easter 
we will take part in our 40th 
pilgrimage to Lourdes!  As I 
write this it is only 140 days 
away (Sorry!) so we are very 
busy with our preparations.  
Maureen ran a very suc-
cessful coffe evening in May 

which raised over £1500! In November we had a party for 
all members and supporters of the group past and pres-
ent, to kick off our 40th year.  It was a good night and 
raised over £300.  Maureen followed this success with a 
furthercoffee evening in November which raised an addi-
tional £1104.35 and 70 Euros! The money raised at these 
events will pay for almost 3 children’s fares.  
We are very lucky this year to be able to welcome a num-
ber of new helpers to our group, which will allow us to take 
a bigger group of children than we have in recent years.  
As always, I am most grateful for the support of the pa-
rishioners at Blessed Robert Grissold, both in prayer and 
financial donations, but I must this year specially men-
tion Maureen.  She started Group 83 in 1974 and hasn’t 
missed an Easter pilgrimage since!  Thank you, Maureen, 
for all your continued hard work and support!  I wish you 
all a happy and holy Christmas, and a blessed 2014. Ann-
Marie Hooper

Millennium Project 
We started our Millennium Project in 1999 and decided to 
help Fr Ed, a Columban Priest, who was going to Peru to 

work with the poor people of Lima. So far we have 
given £13,000 from our Breakfasts and Bottle. Our 
Breakfast on 9th June raised £180, which was an 

excellent result. This amount has the spending power of 
£900 in Peru. On 28th July we donated £100 from our 
‘Bottle’ and it was still not empty! On the 15th Septem-

ber we welcomed Fr Ed to our Church. He concelebrated 
Mass with Fr Soji and afterwards met parishioners over 
tea and coffee to tell us about the projects he is undertak-
ing to help the poor people in the shanty towns of Lima. 
Fr. Ed thanked the parish saying ‘ʹIt is always a joy to visit 
Blessed Robert Grissold Parish and please thank again all 
the folk for their great support. It will not be long now be-
fore I am heading home to the parish of San Benito. Bless-
ings on you all and be assured of my prayers. Love Ed”. 
Since then, Fr Ed has sent us some Peruvian handicrafts 
– pencil cases, throws, small crosses and purses, which 
were purchased by Parishioners as lovely gifts for Christ-
mas. Our final Millennium breakfast of the year took place 
on December 1st after Mass and raised £190.
Our thanks go to everyone who comes to the Breakfasts, 
puts their spare change in the Bottle, makes donations or 
helps out in any way. Be assured we are making a real dif-
ference to the poor in Lima. Sue McGovern

Helping Hands 
During the last few months, we have been collecting im-
portant supplies for the Helping Hands charity in Solihull. 
There is still a major poverty problem in Solihull, particu-
larly, but not solely, in the north of the borough. 
The contributions of food, hygiene and health products 
were greatly appreciated by the charity and we have con-
tinued to collect items during Advent. Thank you to all who 
have made donations. It really is appreciated. Ian Clarke

Parishioners’ Get Together 

Up to 15 of us have been meeting on the first Wednes-
day morning of each month for coffee and cakes or a light 
lunch, usually in the parish room.  Since Easter we have 
visited Hatton Country Park, Oakes Farm and had a meal 
at the Peeping Tom.  We have just been Christmas shop-
ping at Melbicks, and it’s hard to believe now we had tea 
and cakes in the garden at Judith’s and a cream tea at 

Maureen Carroll’s in summer sunshine!  Judith Gibbs

Cake Sale 
Our annual cake sale took place on Sunday June 30th 
to raise much needed funds for the Church. A selection 
of delicious home made cakes was available and were 
eagerly purchased by members of the Parish. The sale 
raised £212.20, which includes £25.20 from the raffle of a 
strawberry and cream cake made by James Green. 
Special thanks to James, to all who donated cakes, those 
who bought them and those who gave donations. 

Bacon Breakfast 
After Mass on Sunday 28 April; the men of the parish 
braved the perils of hot bacon, molten cheese and sharp 
kitchen implements to prepare their famous Bacon Buttie 
breakfast in aid of parish funds! The breakfast was well 
attended and raised £141 towards Parish Funds. Special 
thanks to Terry Biles, Dominic Green and John McLellan 
for doing all the cooking.  

Parish Quiz Night 
The brain-boggling annual parish quiz made a welcome 
return on Saturday 5th October with teams of contestants 
answering tricky questions on a wide variety of subjects 
and feasting on sausages, jacket potatoes and baked 
beans! The ‘Chilli Chompers’ romped home in 1st place 
with 80 points followed by the ‘Balsall Bandits’ in 2nd place 
on 76 points and ‘We’re only here for the food’ in a re-
spectable 3rd place on 75.5 points. 
Thank you to all who helped to make the Quiz a success, 
and to everyone who attended. We raised £330 for parish 
funds. Ian Clarke

Parish Dinner and Supper 
Following on from our successful Parish dinner at Haigs 
last year, another dinner was held on 17th May at McK-
ee’s Brasserie in Haigs Hotel Balsall Common. During the 
meal, we raised £108 on the raffle and including a discount 
on the meal brought the total up to £153 for the night. Well 
done and thank you to all involved 
In November, having enjoyed providing hot meals for last 
year’s Alpha course, six of our ladies decided to lay on a 

parish supper.  They didn’t know that the heating boiler 
would burst beforehand but some temporary heat was 
provided and 48 parishioners and friends (mostly warmly 
clad) sat down to a choice of main course and desserts, 
with drinks and home-grown entertainment.  
Thanks especially to the Alpha Ladies - Margaret Burleigh, 
Ann Dodd, Monica Green, Judith Gibbs, Louise Perry and 
Eileen Selby, and to all who helped, with the entertain-

ment, with the raffle or in any way Judith Gibbs

Finance Report 
The Parish finances remain much as last year with 
us just about staying on an even keel. However, this has 
only been achieved, despite our income level having re-
duced, by keeping a lid on our expenditure. Most lines 
of income from offertories to hire of the parish rooms are 
slightly down despite our appeal for ‘one pound per week’ 
increase which had little take up from our existing donors. 
I wonder whether it is because of increasing financial bur-
dens on families, or is it a case of “we will get round to 
it next week”? Our expenditure level was well down until 
now, when we are having to replace the central heating 
boiler which heats the narthex and our parish rooms. It 
has lasted well and been on borrowed time for the last 
couple of years. At a cost of over £1600 that will mean 
we shall be in deficit at the end of the year and may need 
to consider regular second collections for further repairs/
replacements for the church. Fortunately the Keralan com-
munity covers most of the maintenance bills for the pres-
bytery. Bob Jones

Maintenance Comittee 

I felt it might be useful to update you on what the Main-
tenance committee has been doing over the last year.
The  main objective of this committee is to make sure the  
Church and House are kept in good order. Our church is 
now nearly twenty years old and things need repairing and 
replacing. 
All electrical appliances have had to be tested so they 
comply with health and safety, both boilers have had to be 
serviced, the church boiler was replaced last year includ-
ing a new  radiator and we have replaced the boiler in the 
hall at a cost of over £1600 in December this year. 
We have also had to repair one of the blinds in the hall and 
the screen between the church and the hall. The sacristy 
and altar server’s room have also been repainted. 
We have cleared the gutters (and put a hedge hog wire in 
them in order to keep them clear of leaves) and had the 
car park cleared and tidied  three times, and repaired the 
path outside the main entrance. 
Part of our responsibility is the upkeep of Father’s house 
with help from the Keralan community. Over the year, we 
have replaced the shower unit in one of the bedrooms and 
had to plaster the walls in the bathroom, bedroom, and 
lounge; these have yet to be painted. The front and back 
gardens have been cleared of all the weeds and re-
layed with lawn and stones. These are just a few of 
the jobs that have been done to keep our church in 


