singing and dancing,
alongside
beautiful
celebrations of mass,
reflections and prayer
as we remembered all
of our members and
supporters.
Since then our thoughts
have moved on to our
2016 pilgrimage, which marks the Trust’s diamond jubilee.
This is a most exciting time for us as we celebrate the
success of a wonderful organisation. We are busy preparing
our helpers and meeting the young people we hope to take.
While the group is coming together nicely, we are are always
looking to recruit new people. In particular this year we are
looking to recruit a new group nurse (or doctor)! If there is
anyone out there who might be interested, please do get in
touch.
I am always very humbled by the support of the parishioners
at Blessed Robert Grissold. I’m sure many of you are aware
that Maureen held another of her coffee evenings in October,
which raised £1238.63; a fantastic amount. Our group would
not be where it is today without this support, so thank you
to all of you. I hope you have a happy Christmas and that
the new year brings many blessings for you all. Ann-Marie
Hopper

The Catenian Association

The Catenian Association
is an international organisation of Catholic men
who get together each
month for a brief meeting
with prayers, followed by
a meal. The strapline is
‘strengthening family life
through friendship and
faith’, and the emphasis is very much on fellowship and fun.
I joined the Leamington Spa circle four years ago at the
invitation of Joe Martin. Last year I was the Vice President
and this year I am President. This means that I have been
busy organising speakers and entertainment for the meals,
and a programme of walks and visits to restaurants. Each
quarter we invite our wives to join us, and we have a clergy
night annually. Although the emphasis is on Catholic men
getting together to relax, rather than to do more of the work
that most already do for their own parish, we do have a
‘President’s charity’ each
year. I have chosen Friends
of the Holy Land, and St
Peter’s Aid to the Needy,
a local charity run by the
parishioners of St Peter’s,
Leamington. So far this
year we have raised £895
through quarterly raffles.
Highlights of my year so far have been: the President’s Mass
and lunch, held at Blessed Robert Grissold church and hall,
which was attended by a total of nearly 60 brothers, families,
and widows of deceased members.

A ‘loud shirt’ evening in
August, where we all wore
outrageously bright shirts.
This was a joint meeting
with Droitwich Spa and
proved very popular with
other local circles, attracting 76 members in total.
A special Christmas dinner with our wives and the
widows, where musical
entertainment and carols were provided by two Leamington
members and by Stefan Hunka, and Margaret
Margaret has arranged some walks and a trip to hear The
Messiah, especially for the Catenian Ladies.
I have found the Leamington circle to be a group of friendly
and sincere Catholics. There is an open invitation to all
Catholic men to visit us a few times with no obligation, to
see if you would like to join, and share in the fellowship and
support we offer. If you are interested please speak to me,
or Joe, Ian Clarke, or Stefan Hunka. There are other local
circles in Coventry, Solihull, and Kenilworth. Chris Burleigh

Parish Youth Group and Family Fun Day

Our Youth group hasn’t met regularly this year since Easter
as the numbers dwindled due to pressure of exams this
spring. We still meet for one-off occasions and the youth of
the parish did a great job of preparing the Christmas tree and
gift tags this Advent, as they do every year. Most are active
in the thriving music group and led the music and readings
for our Sunday Mass to celebrate the Feast of Christ the
King in November. Many of them were also involved in the
Family Fun Day and Barbecue that took place on the 6th
September.
This began straight after Mass with games for all the family
and a lunchtime barbecue. The day was very informal and a
great opportunity to meet fellow parishioners and have some
fun. The games were enjoyed by all and people brought their
own items to barbecue to go with the bread and salad provided.
Thank you to everyone who helped out with and attended
this fun event. It was a great success with lots of fun and
food had by all. We were also blessed with some fabulous
weather! Claire Keane and David Green

Congratulations

Hannah McDermott, a pupil at St. George & St Teresa
school, ran in the Knowle fun run on 17 May to help raise
vital funds for the school building fund. She completed the
course and raised a massive £90! A huge thank you to all the
parishioners that made a donation.
Tracey McAtamney and friends took part in a 10K race
on 28 June to raise money for Cancer Research. To raise
sponsorship she held a ‘Pimms & Cake afternoon’ and
gathered sponsorship for the race. Tracey would like to
thank everyone who supported her. She raised an amazing
£1,500.00. Well done Tracey!
Congratulations are also due to Shirley Thomas on her 80th
Birthday this year and to Maura Green who has celebrated
her 90th birthday.

Blessed Robert Grissold Roman Catholic Church, Balsall Common
Priest in Charge: Father Frank Smith, Tel: 07512 100 908 Email: parishpriest@brgparish.org.uk
www.brgparish.org.uk Registered as Charity No. 234216 Sunday Mass celebrated at 9.30am, Weekday
Mass on Tuesdays at 10.30am. Healing service on last Thursday of each month at 6pm.

Blessed Robert Grissold
Roman Catholic Church

Christmas 2015 Newsletter
Father Frank Writes
Christmas is here so, no
doubt, there will be a few more
of those car stickers around
announcing that “A dog isn’t
just for Christmas - it’s for life”
and once again the airwaves
will be filled with the voice of
Roy Wood, wishing that it could be Christmas every day.
Well, here’s some Good News for anxious dog-lovers
everywhere and for the wishful Roy Wood: “Christmas
isn’t just for Christmas - it’s for life too!”
Christmas, the celebration of the incarnation of God in
Jesus Christ, is a reality and celebration for all time and
everywhere, for everything that ever exists is caught up
in the sacred mystery of the God who becomes human
and lives among us. Jesus is the great hidden mystery,
the blessed goal and purpose, for which everything was
created. It is for the sake of Christ that all ages exist and
all they contain. Therefore, whoever is initiated into the
hidden meaning of the Incarnation of God in Christ (which
issues in mysteries of his life, death, resurrection and
ascension into heaven) knows the purpose for which God

created everything, for, as St. Paul reminds us: “In Christ
all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible
and invisible… all things were created through him and for
him…in him all things hold together.” (Col 1:16-17)
And, in a sense, Christ is incarnated every day, throughout
the world, on the altars of the Church and, through faith in
the Incarnation, we believe that Christ comes to us, and is
present to us, always and everywhere, even in the most
ordinary and humble elements of our daily lives - present
to us in even the simplest of things like bread and wine.
Through the power of the Holy Spirit, through whom the
Incarnation and the first Christmas was made possible,
the ordinary elements of our daily lives are transformed
and taken up into the mystery of Christ. So Christmas is
not just for Christmas - it is for always and everywhere - it
is for life. If the Good News gets out then concerned doglovers can rest easy and, whether Roy knows it or not, his
wish has been granted - at last, he can stop singing that
song now!
I’d like to take this opportunity to wish you all a blessed
Christmas and a happy new year.

The Consecration of Blessed Robert Grissold Catholic Church

Next summer we look forward to the Consecration of
Blessed Robert Grissold church. The Consecration is an
of act of solemnly dedicating the church to God for the
purpose of worship. The Rite of Consecration takes place
in the Mass and will be led by Archbishop Bernard and will
involve the depositing of relics in the altar and the anointing
of the altar and walls of the church with holy oil.
In the year leading up to the Consecration of the church
we are looking forward to pursuing a number of activities
in preparation of this joyful event. The following list of
events are by no means exhaustive but highlight some of
the ways we are preparing in relation to the liturgical year.
In keeping with the directives of Proclaim 15 concerning
evangelisation and the Year of Mercy, which began on

December 8th, we have already studied and reflected
together on the Pope’s document, “The Joy of the Gospel”
with its message to carry the joy of God’s love and mercy
to others.
In Advent, through meditation and prayer before the
Blessed Sacrament, we prepared to meet the God who
comes to us in Christ. In Lent, a series of talks are planned
to help us prepare, more faithfully, for the great celebration
of our Lord’s Resurrection at Easter.
Also, in the Year of Mercy, we will celebrate a votive Mass
of the Sacred Heart every first Friday in the month. The
Mass will be followed by the Devotion to the Divine Mercy
and prayer before the Blessed Sacrament. This is particu-

larly fitting in the Year of Mercy because Christ’s Sacred Heart
is full of love and overflows with mercy to all. It is also very
apt, for, during the Consecration of the church next summer,
the Archbishop is to deposit a relic of St. Margaret Mary in the
altar. Margaret Mary was the saint to whom our Lord gave
the revelations regarding the great love of His Sacred Heart.
Father Frank

Parish Finances and Consecration Events
It looks as if we shall end the year with a marginal surplus,
increasing our reserves. However it is becoming clear that,
following the structural report which we have commissioned
on the church premises, the time is not far away when we shall
be faced with significant bills on repairs and maintenance. We
are about to refurbish our kitchen entirely with new equipment,
which will be more appealing and user-friendly. That will take
place in the New Year.
We already have a problem with the car park drainage and at
the moment are unable to put a cost on that, but it is an item
we are currently dealing with.
Turning to the Consecration, it has been decided rather than
running lots of small fund raisers which inevitably call on the
same purses and wallets, to limit it to three major events.
These are, a Concert in the spring at the Heart of England
School, a Garden party in high summer and a Black and
White Parish dinner later in the year. Tickets will be available
to sell to friends and family and the wider community.
Godfrey Chesshire is leading the Fund Raising Team for the
Consecration and will publicise these events through our
weekly newsletter, website and around the village in due
course. Bob Jones

Consecration: Your Parish Needs You!
We have already begun preparing for the Consecration of our
church in July 2016 and, as a parish, have agreed which are
the most important activities we need to do to prepare our
parish, church and community for this special event.
There is lots to do with tasks both big and small and we
have organised these activities around a number of teams.
These teams are: a Maintenance team to prepare our church
building, a Pastoral team to prepare our parish and the wider
community, a Communications and Fund raising team and
of course a post Consecration celebration team to plan the
parish celebrations.
Each of these teams will only be successful with your help
and support. We would like to involve as many people as
possible to make it a true parish event.
If you would like more information, or would like to help,
please see Ian Clarke, Joe Martin, Father Frank or Louise
Perry for more details. We are usually around after Sunday
Mass or can be contacted at our parish email address via the
parish website at brgparish.org.uk Ian Clarke

Baptisms and First Holy Communions

We have been delighted to welcome into our parish Katherine
Megan Lloyd who was baptised on the 3rd May, Sophia Maria
Catherine Stevens, baptised at a special mass on 23rd May
and Asher Diego Mathias who was baptised the following day
after Mass.
We also welcome Adam McDermott who was baptised on the
28th June, James Clifford, baptised on the 1st November and
Hugo Crouch who was baptised on the 8th November. Finally,
Joseph Westall was baptised on the 29th November. We
pray for them, their family, godparents and friends on these
special occasions.
We welcomed the family and friends of Ellie and Maddie White

who celebrated their
First Holy Communion
on the 14th June. As
a community we are
grateful to Chris Mitchell
and Anne Stewart for
all their hard work in
preparing the girls for
this special day. Also,
we congratulate Laura
Driffield, who made her First Holy Communion the previous
week with her school.

of the church’s patron. In
September, the combined
choirs sang at the mass
for the feast of Our Lady of
Walsingham, with Bishop
Robert Byrne as the main
celebrant.
We visited
again to sing at the Sunday
morning mass on the feast
of Christ the King, and then enjoyed our choir Christmas lunch
out! We returned to the church in the afternoon to take part
in a concert along with Kol Kinor, a Jewish choir. Ellie Clarke

Confirmations and Weddings

Parishioners’ Get Together

On the 7th June, Bishop Kenny presided at the Mass and
Confirmation at Blessed Robert Grissold of Daniel Green and
Jacob O’Brien. The young men and their families led readings
and prayers with the Instrumental group and Choir providing
music.
Afterwards, the parish celebrated with the
newly confirmed young
men in the Parish
Room. Many thanks
to Teresa Green and
Madeleine Peat for
their help in preparing
Daniel and Jacob for
their confirmation.
Congratulations and best wishes to Rebecca Martin and
Rhys Hocking who were married in our church on the 25th of
October. Please keep them in your prayers.

Welcome and Farewell

Welcome to Maria Pulley who has been preparing for some
time to be received into full communion with the Church.
Maria received the sacraments of Confirmation and Holy
Communion on the 23rd August.
On the 26th July, we said ‘au revoir’ to Margaret Collins who
has left our parish for pastures new. A very big “Thank You” to
her for all her support and hard work over the years. We wish
Margaret all the very best and hope she returns to visit soon!
Finally, and with sadness, we said goodbye to Rose Doyle
one of our oldest parishoners on the 20th May. Rose dies on
Wednesday 20th May in hospital. She will be missed.

Blessed Robert Grissold Anniversary

On Sunday 19 July, parishioners marked the 412th anniversary
of our patron’s martyrdom, giving thanks during mass for his
devotion to his faith, and gathering afterwards in the parish
room to enjoy refreshments including a special cake.

Ruby Wedding Anniversary Vows

John
and
Louise
Perry
celebrated 40 years of marriage
by renewing their marriage
vows during Mass on the 20th
September. After Mass, the
parish celebrated with them
with tea and coffee and home
made cake.

Choir visits to St Catherine’s, Birmingham

The choir has maintained its links with the choir and parish
of St Catherine of Siena in Birmingham with three visits since
Easter. In April the choirs sang at a special mass in honour

On the first Wednesday of each month,
parishioners
and
friends meet socially
in the parish room
for coffee and cakes.
Outings since Easter
have included Braceys Garden Centre and the Brickmakers Arms for meals, afternoon tea and elderflower champagne chez Gibbs and of
course the annual Christmas shopping trip to Melbicks. Many
thanks to the car drivers on these occasions. Judith Gibbs

Social and Fundraising Events

A number of events throughout the year have raised muchneeded funds to pay for the running of the parish – with
several of them also being social events, and many of them
based around the parish’s love of good food!
The annual cake sale in June was a great success, with plenty
of delicious home-made cakes and preserves for sale, and
also a raffle for one of the cakes. Overall the cake sale, raffle,
and additional donations raised £245. Another sale of edible
goodies was held in November, this time with a selection of
chutneys, pickled onions, mince pies etc. available. This sale
made over £170.
Following the success
(and early sell-out!) of our
bottle tombola at the 2014
Balsall Common Festival,
the parish council decided
to run the stall again at this
year’s event, but with more
bottles. Thanks to the
generosity of parishioners
who donated all sorts of bottled goods, and the efforts of
everyone who helped with running the stall and labelling the
bottles with winning tickets, we were able to raise a fantastic
total of £450 for parish funds.
The ever-popular “bacon
buttie
breakfast”
was
held after mass on 18th
October, raising nearly £95
for parish funds. On this
occasion, there was cake
to follow the bacon butties,
as parishioners celebrated
Fr Frank’s 60th birthday
with him.
The hotly-contested Parish Quiz was held in October, with
parishioners, friends and families taking part. A fun and
educational (?) evening was had by all, with parish funds
being boosted by nearly £430.

Parish Meal at Haig’s Hotel

On the 9th May, 55 of us
gathered at Haig’s for our
annual Parish Meal at
Haig’s Hotel. The evening
began (after drinks at the
bar) with Grace said by
Father Frank. It came as
something of a surprise to
the other diners as each of
us leapt to our feet and prayed in unison, saying the Grace we
had all learnt at primary school.
The food and the service, as always, was excellent; the
company wasn’t too bad either! It was quite a noisy event,
everyone having lots to talk
about. It was a really good
social event for mixing with
friends old and new. There
were some long-standing
parishioners there, but it
was also a great opportunity
to welcome some new
parishioners into the Parish community. As ever, there was
the (not compulsory) raffle with lots of prizes; wine, chocolates
and the (compulsory) bath cubes. In total the raffle raised an
amazing £195.
Several folk stayed for quite
a time after the meal had
finished – always a good
sign. It was an evening
enjoyed by everyone. If
you sadly had to miss the
evening in 2015, make sure
you clear your diary for next
year! Margaret Collins

Millennium Project Update

This year we have we have held three Breakfasts; one in
February, one in July and the final one in November. The
Breakfasts have raised £475 in total and our loose change
Bottle collection raised a further £115. We have been able to
send £590 to Fr Ed which will be worth about £2,500 in Peru.
We started this Project in 1999 at the beginning of the Millennium. Our Parishioners have supported us for 16 years and
Fr Ed O’Connell, a Columban Father who is working with the
poor people of Peru in San Benito Lima, is always very grateful to hear from us. He will use this money to improve the lives
of the poor people who live in the outskirts of Lima. Thank
you to everyone for your generosity. Sue McGovern

Lourdes HCPT Group 83

At Easter, HCPT group 83 enjoyed another wonderful
pilgrimage to Lourdes. We took 5 young people, supported
by a team of 10 helpers. Despite Maureen having set the
group up over 40 years ago, we were particularly excited to be
able to find somewhere she had never been - the Bettharam
caves. It made for a very enjoyable morning, tackling the 263
(apparently!) steps and taking in the stunning surroundings
of the caves. There was also the usual fun, laughter,

