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White” Many members of the parish attended and enjoyed 
a four course meal, wine and entertainment provided by our 
very own girl group ‘The Cecelias’ and the House Band ‘The 
Under Rehearsed’ who sang hits from then band Madness 
and The Jam. A special version of the song ‘Our House’ 
called ‘Our Church’ was sung (several times!) by the band to 
commemorate the wonderful year the parish has had. 

Thank you to everyone for supporting the Parish Dinner, 
especially all who helped to make this such a great evening. 
We raised the magnificent sum of £778.50!. Pam Martin 
and Chris Mitchell

Millennium Project Update 
Fr Ed O’Connell is the Parish Priest of 
Our Lady of the Missions which has 
over 50,000 people, in the district of 
San Martin de Porres in North Lima, 
and there is a township of San Benito, 
near Lima. 
Whilst many people live in extreme 
poverty suffering many economic, so-
cial and health problems, they have a 
strong faith and a desire to succeed. 

Fr. Ed has organised his parishioners to help in the work of 
“Warmi Huasi” in San Benito, where the houses lack run-
ning water and mains sewerage. A small team of women 
professionals - a social worker, an obstretrician, a nutrition-
ist, a psychologist and an adult educationalist - work in San 
Benito. 
Charitable funds go towards the salaries of these profes-
sionals. They help to educate the women of San Benito on 
primary health care and have set up programmes fo nutrition 
of the under 5s and visit women’s groups to prevent family 
violence. 
A youth programme is running, promoting the self esteem 
of the youth and training them to be catechists of the sacra-
mental programmes. Charitable funds have been raised to 

help them attend secondary and third level educa-
tion, helping with fees, books and travel costs.
Our Millennium Project has raised £648.10 this year/ 
We have two breakfasts which raised £357.10 and 
our bottle raised £76. Donations came to £25 and Fr Ed’s 
visit to this parish earlier this year raised another £190.
Since 2000, we have sent £16,452.80 to help Fr.Ed with his 
work with the poor people of Lima, Peru   Sue McGovern

An amazing year at BRG
Christmas 1999 was the first time I attended a service at 
Blessed Robert Grissold now 17 years ago. It was a lovely 
service and the music was particularly enjoyable. Apart from 
the music, a characterising feature of BRG is how quickly 
people speak to you, often because they want you to join 
one of the many teams!
Within no time at all, I was asked to go on Flower Rota.  
Initially I declined having admired the brilliant Christmas 
decorations and felt I could no way compete.  “Oh, I thought 
you’d be good at flower arranging” said Pam. So I joined 
a flower club and learned to improve by observational 
learning and practice.  I also came to appreciate how much 
time, effort, expense and talent goes into church decoration 
particularly at Christmas and Easter and the mammoth task 
of clearing away the dead flower matter.
One Sunday in January 2016, I sat in church thinking how 
strange it was that there were no flowers at all and to my horror 
discovered from the Newsletter that my name was allotted 
to that task - my turn had moved forward from Surmmer to 
January and I was completely unaware!  Fortunately Louise 
had spotted all the debris in the church and kindly cleared it 
all away herself.
Whilst we are supposed to organise replacements if we can’t 
carry out a duty, at BRG there’s always someone willing to 
help out if the rota schedule goes awry for any reason.
The amount of work that goes into all the music groups I can 
only imagine but along with the service of Father Frank it 
makes a tremendous difference to our “church experience”..
The most memorable church event for me this year of the 
consecration had to be the Concert on 7 May. It was such a 
successful and enjoyable evening with so much hard work 
put in by Ian and his teams some of whom were professional 
performers like Margaret Burleigh and Godfrey and Linda’s 
sister-in-law Pat Tatum. Others may have needed more 
practice and persuasion ?!. The Cecilias, in particular, were 
a real delight.
We were lucky enough to hear them perform again after the 
Parish Dinner when the music groups rendition of Madness 
songs and Godfrey and Linda ‘a la francaise’ was truly mad 
but hilarious.
2016 would not have been the same without the good offices 
and humour of my fellow warden, Father Dominic who has 
been doing his best to upstage both Fathers Joe, Frank ad 
Sebastian - he and his family help out with so many aspects 
of church life.
In conclusion, Team BRG makes a big difference to my life 
and if you are not already a member of a team, I’m sure 
some team will welcome you! Christine Harris 

The people of the Old Testament 
looked forward to a time when the 
Messiah would rule and govern 
the Kingdom of God established 
on earth. The whole hope of the 
people of Israel, with all their 
prophets and institutions, was 

focussed on the salvation, not just of the Jewish people, 
but of the whole world.  That salvation is now taking place 
through the Church founded, nurtured and sustained by 
Christ. In the birth of the Christ-child the Kingdom of God 
has drawn very near to us - “The Lord is at hand.”  
The Holy Child of Bethlehem presents God’s Kingdom to us 
with a beautiful simplicity.  God is accessible to all.  Though 
of royal descent and King of kings, Christ is not kept from 
us behind the walls of a royal palace - God in Jesus is ac-
cessible to all.  He is gifted to us in a humble stable where 
all who will may enter in.  In this small child the vastness of 

heaven and earth are bound together in perfect unity - the 
visible and invisible, God and humankind.  He is the mani-
festation of the Kingdom of God among us - he is “Em-
manuel,” which means “God with us.”
At Christmas, with the angels, we celebrate the God who 
comes to us and dwells among us in Christ Jesus.  His 
entry into this world was wonderfully simple and humble 
and he invites us to enter into his Kingdom of peace and 
goodwill through simplicity and humility.  In this respect we 
must become like little children, simple and humble, if we 
are to grasp the mystery of the Kingdom, which, through 
the Nativity, is now within our reach - like the meek and 
holy child lying in the manger.  
Thanks to all of you at BRG who have been faithful in 
worship and service throughout this year.  I am especially 
grateful to all the love and support you continue to show to 
me and my family. May God bless you this Christmas with 
his peace and joy. Father Frank Smith Christmas 2016

It was the year 2000 the year the Pope asked us to do a 
pilgrimage, and we were on our way home from Mass. ‘I’ve 
told Maureen we’re going to Lourdes with her this Easter’. 
says John, ‘What!?!’ says I, ‘why?’ All these years later we 
can’t remember why we said yes to Maureen and yes to 
Lourdes but I later learned that we don’t have much choice 
in the matter - Our Lady decides for us. And so our adven-
ture began. In the sixteen years I have been to Lourdes 
with HCPT Group 83, we’ve stayed in 3 different hotels, 
had 6 different priests travel with us, 4 different group lead-
ers, 3 different nurses and a student nurse and taken over 
100 children of different abilities and had a wonderful time.
Over the years we have attracted many wonderful helpers, 
many who are grown up who travelled with us as children, 
and helpers from school groups who wanted to come back 
and join the group. Sadly I have decided to hang up my 
hat and so 2016 was my last pilgrimage. I extend a huge 
thank you to all Group 83, Annie a brilliant group leader 

and Sally who is a sterling deputy for making the last 16 
years so memorable.
This Easter group 83 took 4 children with 11 helpers includ-
ing Mario a priest from Tamworth parish. The week was a 
great success and we managed to light candles and post 
petitions in the grotto for those who asked.Fundraising 
has also been succesful. The sale of Easter cards came 
to £20.32 and the Coffee Evening held on 13th October 
raised £1,309.14 plus €100. 
I would like to extend a huge thanks to Maureen for asking 
me to go to Lourdes in 2016, her wonderful coffee eve-
nings and other fund raising events.Thanks also goes to all 
the people of the parish and supporters further afield who 
have helped, and I hope will continue to help raise money 
to enable HCPT to take these children to Lourdes. I would 
throughly recommend anyone volunteering for Lourdes! 
Louise Perry

Father Frank Writes

Group 83 Update
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Fundraising: Gala Evening of Music and Song
Broadcaster, comedian and Solihull resident Don Maclean 
compered a Gala Evening of Music and Song held at Heart 
of England School, Gypsy Lane, Balsall Common on Sat-
urday, 7 May to raise funds for the Church Consecration.
The concert showcased the talents of a number of local 
singers and musicians, including soloists, three choirs (in-
cluding our own choir) and a Ceilidh band!  A wide variety 
of musical styles were represented: classical, jazz, pop, 
musical theatre and sacred choral music.
Ian Clarke, part of the organising committee for the event, 
said: “When we first proposed a concert to celebrate our 
Consecration Year it was to be on a much smaller scale – 
but with so many talented individuals and groups offering 
to take part, we were able to ‘upscale’ the whole event. 
Having Don Maclean as our host for the evening was the 
icing on the cake.
We received some great feedback after the event, includ-
ing “. . .it was especially lovely to have such a wide age 
range involved.  You hear so much negative stuff about the 
youth of this country and yet when you share in some of 
their efforts such as we enjoyed on Saturday you catch a 
glimpse of the wonderful people they are going to mature 
into.  Great stuff! “ and from Peter Driffield: “ Whilst I am 
writing may I say how much I and all my friends enjoyed 
your recent recitals at Heart of England. The whole eve-
ning demonstrated how much talent there is in this area.
A huge thank you to everyone in the parish who helped to 
make the Gala Concert such a success – the team who put 
such a lot of time and effort into planning and organising 
the event, everyone who helped to run the event on the 
day, and of course all of the wonderful singers and musi-
cians.  Thank you also to all of you who bought tickets and 
brought family and friends along to support the event. We 
raised over £1800, which was a fantastic boost to our Con-
secration Fund. Ellie Clarke
Fundraising: Afternoon Tea and Garden Party
In June, Anne O’Brien and I organised afternoon tea and 
a Garden Party to raise funds for the Consecration of 
our Church. The event was held in my garden in Meet-
ing House Lane and raised over £700 with donations from 
people who couldn’t attend.
The picture below holds special memories for me because 
it is of my Mum, Shirley Thomas with Maureen and Father 
Frank. It was my Mum’s last social occasion before being 

taken into the Marie Curie Hospice where she subsequen-
ty died on August 19th.  Mum kept the photo on the wall at 
the Hospice.  
Sadly Mum did not get to attend the Consecration but I 
know she enjoyed and supported all the events which took 
place to raise the funds. Tracey McAtamney  

Fundraising: Parish Involvement
The whole parish contributed to fund raising for the Conse-
cration.From giving of their time to support events to con-
tributing to a monthly second collection, here are a few of 
the other ways we worked together as a parish to raise 
funds for this special event:
Val Timms painted portraits of parishioners’ pets, Christine 
Horner gave a talk on Treating Arthriis and dontated the 
proceeds to the Consecration fund. A Candle of Dedica-
tion, next to the statue of the Sacred Heart, was set up, 
lit anew each Sunday, and burned for a week (until the 
following Saturday) in remembrance of a loved one, or in 
thanksgiving for a special occasion. The dedication was 
included each week in our Sunday Bulletin and offerings 
for this went to the Consecration fund. 
The four crosses that were afixed to the wals of the church 
and annointed during the consecration mass were dontat-
ed in memory of Bridge and Perry family, Cotterill family, 
McLean family, Daniel Mark Lester and Amy Pullen.
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the funding of 
this unique event in our church’s history. Ian Clarke 

Preparation: Preparing the Church
A review of the church and grounds was carried out by 
the maintenance committee based on the ideas generated 
during the parish meetings on the consecration prepara-
tion. Taska were agreed and allocated and a flurry of ac-
tivitiy began to ensur all was in readiness for the big days. 
In April, the men of the parish fought bravely against the 
church guttering and emerged triumphant. Paul Ryan gen-
erously donated time and materials to repair the gully in 
the car park to prevent further significant flooding during 
prolonged wet weather. Margaret and Chris Burleigh re-
decorated the toilets to make them fit for an ArchBishop! 
Other members of the committee and parishioers gave of 
their time to revarnish woodwork, remake kneelers (thank 
you Bysshe!), clean and paint the church gates and thor-
oughly clean the church. Thank you to all who were in-
volved. Joe Martin

Preparation: The Consecration Flowers
What a challenge! Such a special occasion, so many peo-
ple, not much room on the altar, what on earth were we 
going to do?
I am sorry to say that for many Sundays at Mass my 
thoughts were more horticultural than spiritual, trying to 
work out where we could put arrangements that would not 
be in the way.
The ‘light bulb moment’ came when I decided to echo the 
stained glass windows. I ran my ideas past Pam and we 
decided on frames high up on the wall behind the altar for 
the ‘windows’. We would keep the same blues, oranges 
and yellows for all the arrangements as they would be vi-
brant and joyful.
Next we designed the rest of the arrangements and ran our 

ideas past Father Frank, who was more than happy thank 
goodness!
Then it was a visit to the wholesalers to see what was 
available. It was here that we got totally carried away with 
Birds of Paradise, Delphiniums and Gerberas to name but 
a few.  Compiling a list of what we needed (wanted) made 
us realise that we would have to speak very nicely to the 
Finance Manager.  Luckily I happen to know that the way 
to the cheque book lies through his stomach.
We did as much as we could in advance, weaving organ-
za, attaching test tubes and cutting oasis to shape. When 
we picked the flowers up on the Thursday we were bowled 
over by them. They would have looked fantastic even if we 
had left them in their buckets.

It took us most of the day to arrange them but we enjoyed 
ourselves so much the time whizzed by. We stood back 
and agreed that they really did reflect a joyous occasion 
and judging by the comments we received, including from 
the Bishop, everyone else thought so too. Kathy Jones  
and Pam Martin

Preparation: A tale of Two Car Parks
The decision to use our own church car park for VIP park-
ing and the siting of the marquee for post-Consecration 
celebrations left the organising committee with a knotty 
question: How should  we manage visitor parking?
The critical matter of ensuring satisfactory parking for visi-
tors ‘on the Day’ was given to BRG’s crack maintenance 
committee, with the church field the main overspill area.  
Early considerations by the Car Parking Management sub-
committee included our need for diversionary signage and, 
more importantly, procurement of a suitably resplendent 
and authoritative-looking designer uniform for marshals.  
Also debated was contingencies in case of expected sea-
sonal flash-flooding of the field. Means of keeping ladies 
dry, from car to church were debated; from provision of a 
Wellington boot bank to piggy-backs by stalwart men (we 
never properly got to grips with that one).  
British Standards were consulted for field-based car park 
spacing, and acceptable modes ofaAddress towards recal-
citrant clergy or episcopal drivers were googled.  
Dominic Green conjured all the signage and stunning acid-
yellow outfits, and the new-mown field dried up beautifully 
during the morning of ‘C’ day. 
When we closed and pad-locked the gate at the end, we 
hadn’t lost a single driver or car.  Another job well done by 
BRGMC (CPM sub committee). Bysshe Gibbs

Preparation: Catering
I should have learned a long time ago when I agreed to 

do the bookings for the church hall, that volunteering often 
turned into something you’d never considered!! 
Having said that volunteering to help with the catering side 
of the Consecration festivities turned out to be a big learn-
ing curve. My fellows in arms Sue McGovern, Bridget, Ann 
Ostler, Ann Dodd, Madeleine Peat and in latter days Maria, 
proved to be a great support and font of knowledge. We 
met regularly and toiled over glasses, crockery or dispos-
able, We were promised proper knives and plates by the 
catered but only got paper. We worried the weather would 
be too hot or there again too wet or God forbid too cold!
We started off with the idea of a pig roast but Bridgit 
couldn’t get her head round the Bishop with a pork bap 
in his hands post Consecration, so a sandwich lunch was 
agreed (much more refined!) and a beautiful cake was ar-
ranged which tasted lovely.
I had never considered that it would fall to us to organise 
the marquee as well, but as the caterer provided both it 
was a done deal. The marquee was erected and disman-
tled by a very able band of men in record time. I can’t say 
that the catering was exactly as we had requested but it 
was edible and quite enjoyable all the same. 
A big thank you to Terry Biles, with the help of Sainsbury’s 
wine offers who provided good wine at a reasonable price. 
Thank you to all who helped with the catering arrange-
ments.The weather was wonderful ..... which always helps 
and a good time was had by all. Louise Perry

Preparation: St Margaret Mary
As part of the service of Consecration of any church, a 
relic of a saint is sealed into a specially created recess in 
the altar.  At Blessed Robert Grissold Church, the relic that 
was sealed in place on 9th July was that of St Margaret 
Mary.  A few days earlier, parishioners were given the op-
portunity to venerate the relic during mass. But who was 
St Margaret Mary?
Marguerite Alacoque was born in 1647 in Burgundy, 
France, to a prosperous notary and his wife.  Even as a 
child she showed great devotion to the Blessed Sacra-
ment.  When she was a young woman her family wished 
her to make an advantageous marriage but instead she 
chose the religious life, and entered a convent of the Order 
of the Visitation of Holy Mary.  When she finally made her 
profession to join the order, she added the name Mary to 
her own.
In her first few years as a nun Margaret Mary received 
revelations from our Lord of the great love of His Sacred 
Heart, and how he would reveal its graces through her. 
Jesus told her: “My Divine Heart is so inflamed with love 
for humankind that, being unable any longer to contain 
within Itself the flames of Its burning Charity, It must needs 
spread them abroad by your means and manifest Itself to 
them in order to enrich them with the precious treasures I 
reveal to you”.
At first her own Mother Superior and fellow nuns refused to 
believe Margaret Mary. Visiting theologians spoke to her at 
length but dismissed her as being delusional.  Finally a Je-
suit priest, Fr Claude de la Colombiere, talked to Margaret 
Mary and was convinced that her experiences were genu-
ine. His writings about Margaret Mary’s visions helped to 
spread devotion to the Sacred Heart.
In time, Margaret Mary became Novice-Mistress and As-
sistant Superior within the Convent. In 1690, at the age of 
43, she became seriously ill. She died whilst being anoint-
ed, saying “I need nothing but God, and to lose myself in 
the heart of Jesus”. Ellie Clarke

2016 The Year of the Church Consecration
2016 is a very special year in the life of our parish, as our church was consecrated on 9th July by Archbishop Bernard 

Longley. Preparations started early, both for the consecration service itself, and for various fund-raising activities. 



I 
Memories of the Consecration Memories of the Consecration

Having never had any experience of a Consecration and therefore no idea what to expect, I hope the following captures 
my views of the event in some small way.
A meeting was called to hear the views of parishioners who dared to appear
Suggestions came at the rate of knots for the wise ones to sift through
With the ground work done by a stalwart few we eagerly awaited the day set apart.
The Church seemed alive - all shining and new, Clergy dressed up and the congregation too!
The church filled with voices singing in praise, titualscarried out to consecrate
Though we thought it would be long, it passed in a flash and wished it prolonged.
Refreshements were had with a gladdened heart; the homeward bound to reflect on our Consecrated Church. 
Jean Henser

For such an important occasion, it was well to 
see the Church in such good repair. The people 
were well prepared having done so much fund 
raising and preparation during the past few 
months. The occasion went off well with sing-
ing and speaking being well prepared and the 
gravity of the occasion being recognised by all.
The refreshements were a little disappointing, 
since they had cost such a lot of money. How-
ever, a notable feature was the way in which a 
picture of the Church has been copied onto the 
icing of the celebratory cake.
A really remarkable feature was the way in 
which the Order of Service was turned into an 
excellent memorial of the event. This Order 
of Service will act as a memorial of the service 
through many of our lives. 
Kevin and Sue McGovern

My memory is making 20 senior citizens 
from Rose Court Retirement Complex 
very, very happy. We all enjoyed the show 
Ian organised at heart of England school. 
We give thanks to everyone involved 
Irene Gibbons

A wonderful occasion - one 
that will remain in many 
memories for a long time. 
It was great how every-
thing came together after 
months of planning. It 
brought back many happy 
memories of my Father 
and Mother who did so 
much for the parish in 
the early years. They were 
both present at the open-
ing of the orginal church 
on December 2nd 1948. I 
was at school that day so 
I was not able to be there.
Maureen Carroll

We entered the Church and felt the excite-
ment in the air, the hushed anticipation of 
the Congregation as they awaited the spe-
cial event. We then parted company, I sat 
at the back now in my position ready to 
carry the cloth to the altar. James rushed 
off to change into his robes and check ev-
erything was ready for the Altar Servers. 
Dominic disappeared to check the traffic 
situation and ensure they were prepared 
and ready – the chance to wear the ‘red 
gloves’. We all breathed a sigh of relief 
when our particular roles were completed 
and then relaxed to enjoy the rest of the 
Ceremony. Emily and Teresa Green

For the mass of the Consecration, layingthe cloths on the altar was, for me, being part of a beautiful, special and meaning-
ful experience. I will probably never have the same opportunity again.
Anne Stewart



During 2016, one of our parishioners, Kathryn Green, along 
with five friends, were tirelessly raising money to pay for the to 
send time teaching in a South African Primary School.

With the help of fund raising events, donations from parishio-
ners, local business and The Catenian Association, the fund 
raising was successful and here is Kathryn’s story of her four 
week trip to South Africa.

This past summer I went to South Africa for four weeks with 
five other girls from my school to volunteer at Schitsdrift Pri-
mary School, a rural school near Ladysmith in Kwazulu Natal.

We taught them English and Maths, as well as some Sci-
ence. The children at the school were all from quite poor 
backgrounds and living in a completely different culture to 
anything I have experienced. This did not however affect their 
enthusiasm to learn and how friendly they were as they were 
some of the most amazing kids I have ever met. From day 
one helping at the school we were thrown into the deep end. 
We split into two groups of three, me and two of the other girls 
taking the Grade 2 and 3 class. Due to government funding 
cuts, the school had been unable to employ enough teachers 
for each grade so some of the classes had to have 2 grades 
in each class. This meant the classroom was crowded and 
the teacher had to switch between giving Grade 2 to do a task 
and then giving Grade 3 a task, something we noticed straight 
away to be a large strain on the class teacher and so we of-
fered to take one class outside and teach them English whilst 
she could teach the other grade Zulu, their home language. 
On suggesting this to the teacher she gave us the Grade 3 
textbook and so we took Grade 3 outside. Without any sort of 
plan and whilst trying to navigate the considerable language 
barrier, we chanted and clapped our way through a few pages 
of their textbook.

The lesson however, was made much harder simply by the 
lack of basic necessities, large groups of children sharing a 

single broken pencil, or 
one child biting his rub-
ber into smaller pieces 
so all could have one. 
On noticing this, we 
decided that the next 
day we were going to 
bring with us some of 
the supplies we had 
brought with us to give 
to the school. Seeing 
the joy on their faces 
when we gave them a 
new pen or pencil was 

incredible. At the end of the lesson they started to give the 
pens back to us but when we told them that they could keep 
them they got so excited and started putting their pens into 
their pockets so they could look after them. Their gratitude 
and enthusiasm was something that really took us all aback.

As previously mentioned, we brought with us suitcases of sup-
plies for the school; one of stationary, ranging from pens, pen-
cils, rubbers and pens, one of books for their library, and one 
of sports clothes and fancy dress which had been donated 
from our school. The gratitude from the school when we gave 
them the supplies was incredible and the clothes were given 
out to those children who didn’t have proper sports clothes, 
something that they all greatly appreciated and got so excited 
about! Another resource we brought in to help teach the chil-
dren was a box of mini whiteboards that we used to make our 
lessons more interactive, as one thing we noticed was that 
their lessons were very much based around copying up ques-
tions from the board and writing it into their books.

When we first brought out the whiteboards, they didn’t know 
what to do with them as the school didn’t have anything like 
this, but as soon as they understood what we wanted them 
to do they were thrilled by them and getting extremely excited 
about getting the answer right. Later on in our time at the 
school, me and two other girls also taught some Science in 
the Grade 4 class which was a completely different experi-
ence to teaching to the younger ages as the language barrier 
was less prominent, but the kids still had the same amazing 
attitude to learning.

Something else we did at the school was to leave a ‘legacy’ 
project. We had a fundraising day at our school in Solihull be-
fore we left in which all the money raised went towards some-
thing that we wanted to leave at the school as a permanent 
reminder and something that they would be able to use all 
year round. When the trip ran at our school last year, they pro-
vided the school with a climbing frame for their playground, 
which the kids were still loving a year on, and we decided to 
buy them trampolines that were built into the ground as well 
as football and netball posts and football and netball balls. So 
many of the children had never used or even seen a tram-
poline and so they were a bit confused as to what they were 
supposed to do when they first got on but as soon as they got 
the idea their faces when they started jumping were filled with 
so much joy. By the end of our time there some of the kids 
were doing flips on the trampolines and they were racing to 
be the first ones on the trampolines because they loved them 
so much! It was amazing to see how much of an impact we 

had made on their lives by how happy they were because of 
what we had given to the school. The sports equipment that 
we bought for them was received with such appreciation as 
the school had no proper equipment like it. With the addition 
of their new sports afternoon, this equipment as well as the 
clothes were very fitting and we know that they would be used 
lots.

Overall, going to Africa and experiencing teaching at Schits-
drift School was the most incredible experience and some-
thing unlike anything I have ever done before. The main 
thing that really hit me was the gratitude of the children de-
spite the fact that they had so little. They appreciated every 
little thing that we seem to take advantage of in our country 
and so seeing how grateful they were really put my privilege 
in perspective. 

It was experiences like this where I could see how God’s 
work was in practice because to know that what I have done 
to help the children at this school has impacted their lives 
in some way is an amazing and such a fulfilling experience. 
Kathryn Green

Baptisms, Holy Communions & Confirmations

Welcome to Mason Stewart who was baptised in our church on 

3rd April, to Oliver Westwood, baptised 
on 18th September to Eve Elizabeth 
Ryder, baptised on the 24th July and 
to Wyatt Bobby Chesshire-Ramon who 
was baptised on 9th October.
On the 8th May, we welcomed the family 
and friends of Veronika who received 
the sacrament of conformation and 
on the 12th  June, James and Chloe 
Holland, Grace Walkerdine, Caitlin Hunka and Brian Doherty, 
younger members of our parish community made their First 
Holy Communion. Grace said “It was a very important day 
for our little group. This was the real thing, our First Holy 
Communion. Anne and Chris had helped us to prepare and 
be ready to receive God’s body. This meant that we went 
to Church every week after school and did activities and 
colouring that made us think about what would happen when 
we had the Holy bread. We got a special feeling after trying 
this Holy bread as it was very important to us. We enjoyed 
sharing this amazing experience with our families and the 
rest of the parish who were there on that great day.” Grace 
Walkerdine

Parishioners’ Get Together 
Between 12 & 16 parishioners meet on the first Wednesday 
morning of each month for either a chat over coffee and cake 
or a trip out.
This Summer we visited Ann Crossley’s lovely garden, had 
scones and cream plus elderflower champagne at Maureen’s, 
and had lunch at the Tipperary.
In August we ventured further afield enjoying a coach trip to 
Harvington Hall, including afternoon tea. Our grateful thanks 
to “Heroes” who paid for the coach.
Notices of events will be in the parish bulletin and all are wel-
come to join us  Judith Gibbs

Choir News 
2016 has been a very busy year for the choir. With Easter 
barely a memory, we began work on the choral pieces for the 
Consecration Concert and Mass pausing only to sing at the 
Leamington Catenian Circle President’s Mass at Our Lady of 
the Assumption Church in June. 
Brother President Peter Tolan formally thanked our choir and 
music group and said he was “completely knocked over by 
the choir’s most beautiful singing at my President’s Mass. A 
number of those hymns were chosen for personal reasons and 
I was very moved by the entire service, as was demonstrated 
when I tried to express my gratitude at the end! I particulalry 
enjoyed the lovely rendition of the Panis Angelicus; and also 
that fabulous choral motet,  Repasky’s Alleluia.  The whole 
day was so memorable I know that when I complete my year 
of office last Sunday’s Mass will be the highlight, as indeed it 
should”
Rehearsals continued each Sunday after Mass as we worked 
hard on the music for the Consecration Mass supported by 
both our instrumental group and visiting organist, Chris Kearl, 
made this one of the biggest challenges we faced.
Finally, Christmas comes around again and we have held our 
annual parish carol service where the choir choral pieces both 
new and old. Ian Clarke

Black & White Parish Meal 
Our annual parish meal took place on Saturday 15th October. 
This year the theme was a return to the classic “Black & 
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