in the UK it can have a profoundly comforting effect on a suffering child elsewhere in the world. Sometimes the teddy is
the only gift that that child has ever received.
This is an ongoing charity, if you would like to support it at
any time, please bring teddies and soft toys to church and I
will collect them from there. Chris Lynn

Christmas Catenians

“Can you provide some music again this year for the
Leamington Catenians’ Christmas Meal?”, they said.
Undeterred by the lateness of the request I gathered together
9 stalwart adventurers - Catenian gentlemen all, their ladies
and daughters from the fair land of BRG and we set about
the heroic task of seeing how many bottles of wine we could
drink each Friday night whilst “rehearsing” for this auspicious
occasion.
We battled hostile guitar chords, discordant harmonies and
wine glasses that just would not stay full (!) until we emerged
triumphant and performed at the Leamington Catenians’
Christmas Formal Dinner on 7th December. I would like to
thank my fellow Catenian musicians, their wonderfully talented wives and daughters (also musicians) for their hard
work. The night was a great success and was enjoyed by all.
I’d recommend the Catenians to anyone and if you would
like to learn more about them, please contact Joe Martin.
Ian Clarke

Poem - Snowman

Heavy tears drift down
In a night-grey sky.
Snowman stands firm
Shows chill-cheer smile,
Chubby-shy.
Winter-dark, ice winds blow,
Snowman, weather-bear
A white-warm glow.
Watch him from your window,
He softly shines, lifted by your light.
Snowman, simply silent
Challenges the night.
Chris Burleigh

Passing Thought

Particles of Light - poems,
puns, word-play and witty
one-liners by Chris M
L Burleigh. http://www.
troubador.co.uk/book_info.
asp?bookid=4728.
Available from http://www.
troubador.co.uk/shop.
asp or Amazon and from
Kenilworth Books, Talisman
Square, CV8 1JB Price
£6.99. eBook £3.99. ISBN
9781788039086 eBook
ISBN 9781788034098

People come and go – it’s part of life so it is nice to see so
many young children as part of our church. They will hopefully take our place in time to come so we must do what we
can to encourage and help them become faithful and active
members of Blessed Robert Grissold. Jean Henser

Baptisms, Holy Communions & Anniversaries

Welcome to Sarah Emily Lloyd and Jack Power who were
both baptised in our church earlier this year – Sarah’s
baptism was on 28 May, Jack’s was on 2 July.
Congratulations to parishioners Saoirse and Hannah
(pictured) who made their First Holy Communions in June,

along with their classmates, at St. George & St. Teresa’s. The
following Sunday they received communion in our church for
the first time and celebrated after mass with families and
parishioners in the parish.
Congratulations also to three couples who each marked their
special wedding anniversaries with a blessing during Sunday
mass and a celebration with parishioners afterwards. Ian
and Ellie Clarke celebrated their Silver Wedding in May, in
June we celebrated with John and Margaret McLellan on the
occasion of their Golden Wedding and in September it was
the golden wedding of Bob and Kathy Jones. Ellie Clarke

Parish Quiz

Blessed Robert Grissold Roman Catholic Church

Christmas 2017 Newsletter
Wits were pitted and brains were boggled at the Annual
Parish Quiz, which was held on 14 October. Quizmaster
Godfrey was in charge of the questions, ably assisted by
Linda who totted up the scores. The only respite from the
test of knowledge and recall was the delicious fish and chip
supper. The biggest shock of the evening was that Father
Frank’s team, who fully expected to be the runaway losers
and recipients of the prized wooden spoon, did not come
last! The event raised over £180 for parish funds; many
thanks to all who took part and helped out. Ellie Clarke

Millennium Project Update

Since Easter we have held two more breakfasts to raise
funds for our parish Millennium Project, supporting Fr. Ed
O’Connell in his missionary work with some of the poorest
communities in and around Lima, Peru. These were well
supported, and are a good way of meeting other parishioners,
especially those new to the parish. We are always grateful
to those parishioners who donate generously even if they
can’t stay for breakfast. We have a new Coca-Cola bottle
for collecting loose change (our fourth). The old one was
beginning to collapse under the weight of so many coins and
so was emptied, the contents counted and sent to Father
Ed’s account. Amazingly, the bottle always fills up again!
Our Millennium Project has featured in several editions
of the Columbans’ Far East magazine in recent months.
To mark the centenary of the foundation of the Society of
St. Columban, we were invited to tell our Columban story.
The Columban Fathers are grateful to everyone who has
supported the project over so many years.
Fr. Ed visited Solihull in September and left several short
DVDs featuring the projects which we help to support in San
Benito. They are well worth watching and available on loan
for anyone to borrow. Please contact Kevin or Sue McGovern
for further details. Kevin McGovern

Blessed Robert Grissold Roman Catholic Church, Balsall Common

Parish Priest: Father Frank Smith, Tel: 07512 100 908 Email: parishpriest@brgparish.org.uk
www.brgparish.org.uk Registered as Charity No. 234216

Sunday Mass celebrated at 9.30am, Mass each Tuesday at 10am; Wednesday at 7pm followed by Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, silent prayer and Benediction at 8pm, Thursday at 10am. First Friday in the month at 10am is a Votive Mass of the Sacred
Heart. Last Thursday in the month 6pm Mass with the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick. See website for alterations to the
regular times. Baptisms by arrangement with Father Frank.

Father Frank writes

Not long ago we enjoyed
celebrating the consecration
of the altar and church here at
Blessed Robert Grissold. And,
just recently, I was delighted to
learn that the first Mass celebrated
on our altar was on Christmas
Day 1994. From the earliest times
the altar was the focus of the holy place of gathering for
Christians and according to the witness of all tradition,
the altar is a symbol of Christ and Christ’s kingdom. It is
the sacrificial table at which Christ gathers us, where the
high priest and the sacrifice are united. It is the throne of
Christ, our Lord and King, and the focus of the Eucharistic
mystery of the Church. Our drawing near to the altar in
the Eucharist is an ascent to the place where Christ has
ascended, where our true life is “hid with Christ in God.”

The altar is a symbol of the possibility and reality of this
ascent. But before Christ ascended to heaven, he came
down from heaven and humbled himself to become one of
us and was born as a baby in Bethlehem on that very first
Christmas Day. When God became human in Jesus, he
united to himself the stuff of his creation and in doing so
he revealed the ultimate meaning, purpose and goal of all
that exists, which is to be a path, an ascent, to the kingdom
of heaven and communion with God. The consecration of
the altar in our church celebrates the restoration of the
sacramentality of all things in the world. All things have
been made holy and are filled with the glory of God, in and
through the Incarnation - the mystery of God made flesh in
Jesus Christ our Lord. And it is this sacred mystery which
we joyfully proclaim and celebrate at Christmas.
With all good wishes and every blessing this
Christmastide. Father Frank

HCPT Update

As I look back on 2017, another wonderful week in Lourdes
with Group 83 was, as always, one of my highlights. This
year we were a group of 13, including 4 much-deserving
young people.
We had fantastic weather – perfect for our day at the
beach in St Jean de Luz! We visited the grotto to pray for
all those we love, and also had a Christmas party!
As always, the generosity and support of all at Blessed
Robert Grissold was remembered and we held you all in
our prayers. Despite hanging up her Group 83 hat this
year, Maureen continues to be a valued supporter of the
group. In October, the Coffee Evening raised over £1300 –
an amazing effort once again. Thank you all for the support
you continue to show to Group 83, it is greatly appreciated.
I must say a special thank you to Maureen for all that she
has given to Group 83. I wish you all a happy and blessed
Christmas, and all the best for the coming year. Ann-Marie
Hopper

Columban Fathers’ Centenary

The first Columbans went to China in 1920. Within a couple
of years the Columban Society of priests had spread to
England, USA, Australia and New Zealand. There are now
592 Columban missionaries of ten nationalities ministering
in 15 countries. The Columban Centre at Widney Manor
Road is the Head Office and has been a place of rest and
retirement for priests returning from mission countries.
People who have joined our parish in recent times may
not know how crucial the Columban Fathers have been to
our Catholic community here in Balsall Common. We were
served for many years by the parish priest from Ss George
and Teresa, alternating with one of the Columban priests
from the Knowle Centre on a fortnightly rota. So without
the support from the Columbans we would not have had a
Mass every week, and it would have been difficult to keep
the community in Balsall Common going.
On November 25th the Columbans celebrated their centenary year with a Mass of thanksgiving at St. Catherine of
Siena in Birmingham. A small group from Blessed Robert
Grissold went along: Carol, Sue and Kevin, Maureen, Joe
and ourselves. It was a really happy and enjoyable occasion, starting with the warmest of welcomes as we approached the church. We were greeted by Stephen Awre,
a Columban co-worker who a few months ago brought the
commemorative altar cloth for our parishioners to sign. Next
Fr. Collins, who has said Mass here in recent years, then Fr.
Bernard McDermot, an old friend who said Mass for us over
many years. The centenary Mass was celebrated by Archbishop Bernard Longley, with Fr. Peter Hughes, Regional
Director in Britain and Fr. Kevin O’Neill the Superior General. Bidding prayers were said in many of the languages
from the Columban mission countries, and the Columbans’
dedication to people all over the world was, of course, a
constant theme. The Offertory procession included a lantern representing the Columban response to God’s invitation to bring God’s light into the world; a red plant representing Columban martyrs who were killed on mission; a
green plant representing Columban Care of Creation and
a Lampedusa Cross representing solidarity with refugees
forced to flee their homelands.
After Mass, everyone was invited for a tasty lunch of samosas and other savouries, again reflecting the Columbans’
international work. Chris & Margaret Burleigh

Thanksgiving Mass - Canon Daniel McHugh

Members of our parish attended the Thanksgiving Mass on
24 September to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the Ordination of Monsignor Canon Daniel McHugh. It was a joyous
occasion, the church was overflowing and I am sure that
everyone there not only enjoyed this wonderful occasion
but also the abundant feast afterwards! Those involved did
an excellent job. Jean Henser

Singing for Joy

I can’t read music, other than to know the length of a note
and whether it is higher or lower than the one before, I don’t
have a great voice, but nevertheless I was welcomed into
the choir.
Ian likes to challenge us by introducing new pieces which is

a blessing for me as we all have to learn it phrase by phrase
from scratch. As an Alto I rarely get to sing the tune but if
you don’t know it anyway it makes life easier.
The choir is only small, fifteen maximum if we are all there
but what we lack in numbers we make up for in enthusiasm.
We have only one Bass, John Peat, who does a wonderful
job down in the depths all by himself. There are two tenors,
quite a few amazing sopranos and about 6 altos.
One of the reasons I enjoy belonging so much is that as
a retired person you spend an awful lot of time with other
retirees and the choir has a range of ages. (I think I’m not
quite the oldest). To sing with a group of 16 to 70 plus year
olds, all singing their hearts out is something very special. It
takes you away from all your day to day worries and anxieties and gives you a real boost. Better than a trip to the gym
or a bar of chocolate. It is also good for your health.
Thank you Ian, Ellie and Hannah for all the work you put
into the choir, long may we continue to SING FOR JOY.
Kathy Jones

Parish Dinner

On May 20, we held our Parish Supper. A little more informal than previous years and over 70 parishioners sat down
to a two course supper. The evening progressed with the
usual raffle and entertainment in the form of The Ivy Leaf
Ceilidh band, lead by two of or own parishioners, Carmel
and John. A lively ending with dancing, music and the occasional left feet! Thanks to the generosity of all concerned
we raised £627 towards Parish funds. Pam Martin

CAFOD

Since I retired from teaching I have been working as a volunteer for CAFOD. CAFOD stands for the Catholic Agency
For Overseas Development. It is an international development charity and the official aid agency of the Catholic
Church in England and Wales.
My role includes visiting Catholic Primary and Secondary
schools in Solihull, Birmingham and Coventry, giving assemblies or workshops lasting anything from twenty minutes to an hour.
The materials provided by CAFOD are very well prepared
and so I just need to deliver them. Although many of the
schools do also raise money, the main purpose of the visits
is to raise awareness of the poverty faced by so many less
fortunate people from across the world. I am also your Parish representative and will try to get as much money as I
can out of you twice a year, at Harvest time and during Lent!
Thank you so much for all the money that you have donated so far. Our last collection, in October, raised over £400
which was an excellent sum from a church of our size.
I have been working for CAFOD now for over a year, and
I can testify to the huge difference that they to make to the
lives of so many people. They work closely with partners
on the ground who know exactly what is needed and where.
If you would like to know more about the work of CAFOD,
then please talk to me or visit www.cafod.co.uk. Thank you
all. Chris Lynn

Parishioners’ Get Together

We have continued broadening our activities through 2017,
with March’s income going to Mary’s Meals; visits to: Hatton

Country Park; Mo Carroll’s house; by coach (courtesy of
Heroes), to National Memorial Arboretum; Box Trees (in
Shirley) for a meal and Spinning demo; lunch at Bracey’s.
These alternated with the usual coffee and cakes at BRG,
and we finished with a visit to Melbick’s for the Christmas
top-up. Our thanks to Irene this year, for bringing along
a regular group of friends from Rose Court, and to all
who have contributed with cakes etc, serving, and with
transport. Bysshe Gibbs

2017 - A Personal Review

“Write an article for your Christmas Newsletter” exhorted
Father Frank on a number of November Sundays. I looked
at last year’s newsletter – full of news related to the Consecration of the church with lots of happy, smiling faces and
my own article on team spirit and collaboration at BRG.
This year, for various reasons, has been somewhat of an
annus horribilis for me and somewhat flat. On 6 March I
underwent major hip surgery and was absent from church
for some 3 months during which period I neither saw nor
spoke to anyone from this church. It was a period of reflection, recuperation and gradual re-integration.
I surveyed the web site starting with the current events
photos, and went on to peruse the various photos over the
years, mostly of social occasions depicting people of all
ages participating in church events and having fun.
Ironically in 2017 the most memorable occasion at church
for me was the funeral and celebration of the life of Eileen Innes. The number of her family and friends who attended from so many different social groups was indeed
a testament to how well liked, loved and respected was
Eileen. Pam Martin made a superb contribution with her
lovely flower arrangements and the choral music led by
Ian Clarke was a very fitting tribute to one of his key members. It occurred to me that such services are rarely photographed or recorded and that the only pictures remaining
are in one’s mind.
Every week Father Frank gives a particular welcome to
newcomers and visitors to the parish. However, BRG can
only run so well with the contribution of all of the people
in different teams, overseen by our general manager “Father” Joe Martin. Anyone can appreciate the end-product
such as beautiful flowers and singing, but the work behind
the scenes carried out by so many people in different ways
can be just as difficult and time consuming. All of us can
feel undervalued from time to time and may need someone to say a thank you - and also to bear in mind that our
volunteer work impacts not only on ourselves but also on
our families and friends.
At this time of year, we have many demands on us to give
money to different charities and causes. This year I received an extraordinary request from Mary, an old school
friend I haven’t seen for years, to buy her poetry book in
support of “Young Minds” - a charity that champions mental health and wellbeing for young people, and which had
helped her goddaughter suffering from anorexia.
I recalled that as teenagers, Mary and I used to sing at
Mass in St. Austin’s Church, Kenilworth, as part of possibly the worst choir ever. A young student at called Stefan
used to try desperately to knock us into shape. “Take a

deep breath as you go into the LU,” he implored us at one
practice, trying to teach us how to sing “Alleluia”. We both
convulsed into uncontrollable laughter; the memory still
amuses me and I associate singing Alleluia with joy!
There remains for me only to wish everyone a happy and
peaceful Christmas and hope that the New Year will be an
annus mirabilis !
Christine Harris

Griswold Association of America Visit

On the afternoon of Saturday 27th May, we had a visit to
Blessed Robert Grissold from members of the Griswold
Association of America. Some 20 members visited, from
all over the US whose ancestors originally came from this
area.
They were doing a grand tour of the UK and came to stay
in Solihull to visit various places in the area that are related
to their Griswold ancestors. These included buildings and
churches in Solihull and also cottages in Rowington where
they think Blessed Robert lived.
In the afternoon they came to our Church where they met
several of our Parishioners who showed them around the
church and gave them refreshments. They were delighted
to see a church named after one their family, and were
very moved by the story told to them by David Pattison, a
local historian who had arranged their trip in the area.
As you may know, when the church was first opened, the
Association donated money to pay for the window by the
organ. Following their visit, they wrote to Father thanking
us for making them so welcome. They also generously
sent a donation of £500. This has purchased a new set
of Lectern books of the Gospels for use on Sundays
and through the week. We hope to have this inscribed in
memory of the Griswolds. Joe Martin

The Healing Power of Teddies

This year, we have been supporting a small charity called
“The Teddy Trust” This charity collects clean, used teddies (or any soft cuddly toy) that our children no longer
play with and it sends them to countries all over the world
where children have been abused, orphaned or have been
caught up in the atrocities of war.
I have been involved in the charity for a couple of years
now and have so far taken three car loads of teddies (including those kindly donated by members of the Parish)
over to the Welsh Border, where they have been boxed
and sent on their way. I have another two car loads in my
garage at the moment, which will be delivered to Wales by
Christmas.
You can find out more about the teddies trust from the
website www.teddytrust.org.uk. So far, the Teddies Trust
has sent around 50,000 teddies to children in Syria, Turkey, Kenya, Malawi, Kurdistan, Romania and South Africa.
When a teddy is sent with love and compassion by a child

