Happy Christmas!
We are 25 years old today!

Blessed Robert Grissold Catholic Church

Christmas 2019 Newsletter

Father Frank Writes

Pancake Eggstravaganza!

Season’s Greetings in this 25th year of
our church. I am delighted to report
that, thanks to your faithfulness and
generous donations and the vision
and diligence of Ian Clarke, we have
a window to commemorate the Silver Anniversary
of our church. It was a great joy to welcome
Bishop William in November to bless the newly
installed window. The commemorative window
has a Eucharistic theme and completes the three
Sacraments of Initiation: Baptism, Confirmation
and Eucharist, which are now celebrated in glass in
our church.

Our pancake breakfast after mass, held on one of the
Sundays in Lent, has proved a very popular social
and fund-raising event in recent years.

The celebration of the Eucharist is centred on
Christ who is made present on the altar. Our
patron willingly offered up his life in defence of the
sacrifice of the Holy Eucharist, and the Mass will
have been celebrated around the altar at Blessed
Robert Grissold church for 25 years this Christmas
Day. On Christmas Day, Christ will be made
present on the altar, in his Body and Blood, in
remembrance of the way he was made present in a
stable-cave on that first Christmas Day - revealing
the sacrificial love of our God who empties himself
to come to us in the humblest of ways - as a baby in
Bethlehem, in the Bread and Wine of the altar and
in the sacrament of every present moment.
I am grateful to you for your faithfulness in ensuring
a witness to Christ’s presence in this community
through your regular attendance at Mass, through
your daily prayer and through the myriad ways
you put your faith into loving action. The generous
sacrifices that you make in the service of Our Lord
and his Church continue to incarnate Christ in this
community. Through the Incarnation, God became
man in Jesus and became present to us in a very
real and tangible way, and in and through the Mass,
Christ becomes incarnate not only in the sacrifice of
the altar and through the gathering of the faithful,
but also in our lives which witness to Christ in the
wider community in very real and tangible ways.
May the light which shines through our new
commemorative window remind us of that great
Light which came into the world on that first
Christmas Day and remind us of how we are called
to shine as lights, incarnating Christ, making him
present in very real and tangible ways in the world.
May God bless you with the light of his love this
Christmas. Fr. Frank Smith

This year we were once again treated to a “Pancake
Eggstravaganza”, but with a difference – it was held in
July! A last minute change of plan resulted in a need to
change Sunday and the next one available was in July.
The rest of the winning formula remained the same
though – freshly-prepared pancakes with a selection
of delicious toppings which was greatly enjoyed by
everyone. Many thanks to the hard-working team
who prepared and served the tasty treats!
100 Club
Firstly, we would like to say a big thank you to
everybody who has supported the church over the
years, by joining our 100 Club.
The 100 Club continues to be a significant fundraiser for our church. We currently have 85 members,
raising £675 in 2019.
The way it works is that each subscription costs £15 for
the year, and you can purchase as many subscriptions
as you wish. Some people have two or three and one
family has six! Naturally, the more subscriptions you
have, the greater are the chances that one of your
numbers will be drawn – except life doesn’t always
mimic statistics.
We have a draw each quarter, when there is a chance to
win £75, £45, or £30. It won’t make you a millionaire,
but it’s enough for a little treat, although I always
advise winners to ‘invest it wisely’!
We start renewing subscriptions for the new year
sometime from late January, to give your pockets a
few weeks to recover from Christmas. About half our
members pay by standing order, which is painless for
them, and makes renewals more convenient for the
organisers, John McLellan and Chris Burleigh. If you
currently pay by cash each year, and wish to renew,
please would you consider setting up a SO, as this is
much easier than collecting cash and paying it in to
the bank?
If you are not a member, please consider taking out
a subscription in 2020 - it would be great if we could
become a real ‘100 Club’.
Good luck for 2020!
Chris Burleigh and John McLellan

The Millennium Project
It was at an Advent evening of
recollection in 1998 that the
idea of a project to celebrate
the new millennium was first
discussed.
As Columban Father Ed
O’Connell had recently
returned to Lima, it was
decided that we would assist
him financially with the various projects he had undertaken. These were
particularly focussed on helping women and children in a poor part of
Lima called San Benito. Collecting loose change in a Coca Cola bottle was
the first idea we adopted, having read an inspirational article in the Far
East magazine. Since Lent 1999 the bottle has continued to fill up with
coins thanks to the generosity of our parishioners.
In May 1999 we held our first breakfasts. At the time there were two
Sunday Masses which meant two breakfast sittings. These days breakfast
is a more relaxed affair, giving people the opportunity to chat after Mass
as well as raising much-needed funds. For a number of years Fr Ed sent
us beautiful craft items to
sell. These were produced
by the Women’s Cooperative
which had been set up. They
were particularly popular at
Christmas time, especially
the embroidered pictures
(arpilleras) depicting life in
the mountain villages. We
were fortunate to be given an arpillera to hang on the wall of our parish
room as a token of thanks from the parish of Our Lady of the Missions.
Fr Ed has visited us at regular intervals throughout the past twenty years
and has sometimes given a slide or DVD presentation to show us what
has been achieved. He is always truly grateful for our solidarity and
commitment.
This year another two breakfasts have been held to raise funds for our
Millennium Project, with many parishioners staying after Sunday Mass
to enjoy croissants, toast and jam with their tea, coffee and orange juice.
The bottle has also been emptied, and this, along with the breakfasts, has
raised over £500. These funds which has been sent to support Fr Ed’s work
in Lima. Sue McGovern & Carol Beck

Pilgrim Walk
Once again, this year there was
no sun for our pilgrimage walk
for Blessed Robert Grissold and
the Warwick martyrs.
As we gathered for Vespers,
beside the site of the former
gallows, Warwick Castle was
clearly visible in the distance.
Recent work on the new Gallows
Hill housing development had
left a clear sight-line between the
abodes of Lord and felon (the
hanged were commonly buried
under the gallows!).
I wondered, did anyone bother
to watch from the Castle that day
in 1604 as Blessed Robert died?
It seems unlikely given that a
hanging was not uncommon,
though there was usually a
fascinated and excited crowd
present for a public execution.
Two months later, I visited
Warwick Castle with my son and
young granddaughter.
Neither of them had ever visited
before though I had been
born a mere half-mile away.
Remembering the sight-line,
we looked from the windows
and the battlements for Gallows
Hill and the field where Blessed
Robert was martyred.
We couldn’t find them but
through my child’s mind’s eye
I fancied that I saw his ghost,
hovering, rising, ‘’Over there!’’
Bysshe Gibbs

First Holy Communions
Congratulations
to
James
Murtagh and Orla Cole who made
their First Holy Communion on
Saturday 8th June and celebrated
at church with us the following
day!

HCPT News
It’s been another busy year for our involvement with HCPT
The Pilgrimage Trust! We held a Coffee Evening in the
church hall on Wednesday 27th March to raise funds for the
four young people who joined Group 83 this Easter. There
were various stalls: “Gifts for All”, cakes, preserves, books,
tombola & raffle. Many thanks to everyone involved – to
all who helped before, during and after the Coffee Evening,
to all who donated and all who came. Your support helped
to make it a worthwhile and enjoyable evening. The
Coffee Evening raised £1392.15! This includes donations,
items sold after the evening and Maureen’s Lourdes Fund
(accumulated since the previous Coffee Evening in 2017).
The sale of Easter cards added a further £14.40. Maureen
offers her grateful thanks to all who supported us. This year the cost for each young person going to Lourdes
this Easter as part of Group 83 was £850. The amount raised at the Coffee Evening was used to offset the cost
of their fares.
At Easter, we took four young people to Lourdes with HCPT Group 83. We were a small group and faced a
few challenges along our way, but that’s the whole point of a pilgrimage isn’t it? I’m not sure leading a group in
Lourdes while recovering from a broken knee and picking up a sickness bug while there was quite the challenge
I had in mind! The Trust liturgies this year were led by the Welsh region, who chose the theme of “Cariad God’s love is the best love!” How apt! There was even a Welsh dragon present for all of the liturgies! When
you’re in Lourdes with HCPT and you witness the smiles, laughter, friendship and LOVE that surrounds you,
you realise that whatever challenges you are facing, LOVE will heal all ills. As we set off to the torchlight
procession in thunder, lightning and pouring rain, it might have been difficult to understand how this was God’s
way of showing love. Maybe love was found in the decision to turn around and warm up with a hot chocolate!
This year, we prepared the liturgy for our Midlands regional mass.
During our preparations, we spent time making badges for everyone
in the region that we hope will continue to remind them of the love of
God and the love they experienced from those they met in Lourdes.
We spent time at the animal park and in the mountains at Gavarnie,
both of which are great opportunities to witness the love of God
through his awesome gift of creation. Gavarnie was cold and snowy,
but this can really enhance its beauty. The animal park provided
many wow moments with some of their more unusual inhabitants
and the open enclosures where you can walk with the monkeys and
birds. For future reference: wearing a hat with a daffodil pin badge
will attract a monkey to steal it off your head! Our group party was
entertaining with the theme of mythical creatures and some fantastic
costumes! The highlight of the week, as ever, was our Trust Mass.
Around 4000 people, all together, praying, singing, dancing and
sharing the love of God with each other through the most precious celebration of his love - the Eucharist.
After all the excitement of the week, our small, but mighty, band were certainly ready for a sleep in their own
beds. They came back with new friendships, happy memories and lots of LOVE, though. More than ever, I
was grateful for the love and care shown by my team of helpers. Maureen also visited Lourdes this year from
Saturday, 19th October to Friday, 25th October. She went with a small group and stayed in Hosanna House. The
group had a lovely time in Lourdes and she was well looked after!
As every year, I would like to thank the people of the parish for all the support you provide to Group 83, whether
in prayer or financial contribution. Without you, we would not be able to bring God’s love to young people in
this most amazing way. Thank you. May you all be blessed by God’s love, through the gift of his Son, during
this Christmas season. God’s love really is the best love. Ann-Marie Hopper.

Worshipping Together as a Community

My Memories

‘I’m sorry love, but I don’t think it will be ready by Christmas...’

My memories go back to 1940 when my
parents Peter and Lilian Carroll, together
with my brother Brian and myself, moved
from London to Balsall Common.

It was October half term 1994 and I was proudly showing
Mum and Dad the outside of our new church in Meeting
House Lane. I was starting to get a little anxious as my Dad had
been a builder before becoming a teacher and anyway, Dads
are always right, aren’t they?
Well, in this case, he was fortunately wrong and sure enough
on Christmas Day we were all on our way to the Christmas
morning service at our new church. Everyone was very excited,
we had waited a long while for this moment and we were
certainly going to enjoy it. I felt very privileged to be playing
the organ alongside the instrumental group of Margaret and
the girls. We didn’t have the lovely organ we use today but at
least the stool had been mended since the time it collapsed
underneath me during a Woman’s World Day of Prayer!
I’m afraid I can’t be certain of all the carols we sang that
Christmas Day, but we definitely started with ‘O come all ye
faithful’; and the faithful sang their hearts out! It was a truly
joyous service, all of us were so thrilled to be together in this
beautiful building.
A few weeks later I was at the organ again for the Churches
Together service for the week of Christian Unity. Usually
we were lucky to have maybe 40 people attend this service
which took place in a different church each year. However,
everyone was anxious to see inside the building and we had a
virtually full church. Everyone was so impressed and Andrew
Montgomery, who was the vicar at St Peter’s church at the time,
was heard to say he would kill for a church like ours! Perhaps
not the most apt comment for a Churches Together gathering!
But of course, whilst a church, as a building, is made of bricks
and a selection of other materials, it is also made up of a
selection of people and goodness, how those people worked
over the next few years! We had sales, quizzes, concerts,
parish dinners and many other fund raising activities in order
to pay off the building debt. The parish room was hired out
for a widely diverse range of activities from birthday parties
to antenatal classes! Together we worshipped and worked
together as a parish community.
And so, 25 years later, I will still feel very privileged to be
playing the organ on Christmas Day, just as I am on all the
other Sundays when I play. Our church is not just a beautiful
building, it has a beautiful heart. A heart full of welcoming,
loving parishioners who embrace all who enter through the
doors. Many of our friends were there with us 25 years ago,
many more have joined the congregation since and sadly many,
like my parents, are no longer with us. This year, as always, we
will begin Christmas morning with ‘O come all ye faithful’. Let
us raise the roof with our grateful voices! Linda Chesshire

There was no church in Balsall Common at
that time - Kenilworth was the nearest parish.
If you were fortunate enough to own a car,
you were then able to go to Mass each Sunday.
In 1942 a Mass Centre was started in the local
school by Mgr. Bernard Manion, the Parish
Priest at that time, from Dorridge. Land was
then purchased, and the first Catholic Church
in Balsall Common was opened and blessed
by Archbishop Masterson on December 2nd.
Bernard Hammond, still one of our present
parishioners, was an Altar Server. It was a
great and joyous day for all concerned but I
was at school that day, so, sadly, I missed it
all!
The old church certainly holds many happy
and momentous occasions for me. My father
cut the first sod and my mother’s funeral was
the last to be held in the church. They both
worked hard for the church and encouraged
parishioners and others to help with fund
raising as there was a big loan to pay for. They
organised a jumble sale, the first of its kind. It
made £200 which was a lot of money in those
days. There followed baptisms, weddings, first
holy communions and funerals. Garden fetes,
raffles and whist drives were also on the fund
raising agenda. A youth club was formed. The
Columban Fathers would come to celebrate
Mass on alternate Sundays. Parish life indeed
was very busy, as it is today.
And now, more recent memories, particularly
the time after my accident, when I was in
hospital, Arden Lea Care Home and then
back at home. A very big and sincere thank
you to Father Frank and all of you for your
prayers, visits, gifts, cards, bringing me
Holy Communion and taking me to Mass
on Sundays and during the week and also
to various other places. Your kindness and
thoughtfulness is very much appreciated.
Father Frank will be celebrating the Mass
on January 6th in thanksgiving for all your
kindnesses - my way of thanking you all.
Maureen Carroll

25th Anniversary: Blessing of Commemorative Window
As part of our celebrations to mark the 25th anniversary of the construction of
our church, a new stained-glass window was commissioned to go in the small
window at the back of church. The new window was funded entirely through
donations by parishioners, whose dedications to families and deceased loved
ones are recorded on a plaque next to it.
The window was created by glass artist Sasha Ward. She worked tirelessly
on the window design; initially based on a brief from Fr Frank and the
Parish Council having visited
the church, and subsequently
working with members of the
Archdiocesan faculty whose
approval for works on the
church was required. The design
represents the sacrament of
the Eucharist, to complement
the two painted windows at
the front, which represent the
sacraments of baptism and
confirmation.
Sasha created the window in her studio in Marlborough, using
coloured enamels which were painted onto the glass through handcut stencils and fired in Sasha’s own kiln. Sandblasting between the
painting stages allowed Sasha to add texture to certain parts. She
commented: “I feel fortunate that this modern brick church wanted
a painted window and that they found me to design and make it.
The focus of the window is the chalice, so I was particularly pleased
that you can see it from outside (even through the textured glass
that was left in place) and that it shows up so well from a distance”.
The window design of chalice and host, with grapes and vine leaves
in the lower panels is effective when viewed from a distance, but
closer inspection reveals small but significant details: from the ring
of clear glass left around the host that makes it stand out and seem to
shine, to the “dots” on the tablecloth underneath the chalice which
are actually shaped like droplets of blood.
The window was blessed by Bishop William Kenney, Auxiliary
Bishop of Birmingham, on Sunday 3rd November, after he had said
mass and conferred the sacrament of Confirmation on five of our
young people.
We were delighted to welcome Sasha and her husband to the mass
and the blessing of the window. You can see more of Sasha’s work
and commissions at www.sashaward.co.uk/. Thanks go to Ian Clarke
who proposed and co-ordinated the whole project – from finding
our artist and collecting pledges, donations and dedications from
parishioners, to arranging the installation of the window and the
commemorative plaque, liaising throughout the process with Sasha,
Fr Frank and the Parish Council. Thanks also go to Joe Martin for
his assistance with Sasha’s visits, to local carpenter and joiner Ian
Roe who fitted the window (and waived his fee) and to John Peat for
fixing the commemorative plaque in place. Ellie Clarke

Parish Memories: 1994 - 1996

November 1994: Blessing of Foundation Stone
December 1994: First Mass on Christmas Day

1995: Father Maguire’s 70th birthday
1995: Bridie Deeley’s 80th birthday party
1995: Blessing of the church by Archbishop Maurice
Couve De Murville

Parish Memories: 1997 - 2000

1997: Confirmation Mass
June 1999: Parish Dinner

September 1999: Parish event at Kodis Farmhouse, Hatton
June 2000: Parish Dinner

Parish Memories: 2001 - 2006

2006: Wedding of Claire and Nathan
2001: Presentation to Father Maguire on his retirement
March 2002: St Patrick’s Night
May 2004: Churches Together production of ‘Saints Alive’
October 2004: Parish Meal
August 2006: HCPT Get Together
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Parish Memories: 2007 - 2009

January 2007: Instrumental Group
February 2007: Curry Night and First Holy Communion of Adam,
Christopher and Simon
March 2007 Parish Meal
July 2007: First Holy Communion of David, Ellie, Liam and Sophie
April 2008: Confirmation of Anna, Catherine, Elisha, Ellie, Harry, Liam,
Rebecca, Ruaidhri and Sophie
May 2008: Parish Meal

June 2008: First Holy Communion of Hannah, Kathryn, Liam, Natalie and
Rebecca
September 2008: Visit by Father Ed O’Connell
April 2009: HCPT Group 83
May 2009: Parish Meal
July 2009: Youth Mass
September 2009: Parish Picnic

Parish Memories: 2010 - 2013

February 2010: Curry Night and baptism of Kathryn
March 2010: Women’s World Day of Prayer and baptism of Jude Parkins
April 2010: Confirmation of Adam, Christopher, David, Hannah, Kathryn,
Matthew, Simon and Tara
June 2010: First Holy Communion of Elon, Joe, Katie, Tom and Tom
November 2010: Farewell Mass for Father Sebastian
March 2011: Parish meal
May 2011: Wedding of Frances and Martin

August 2011: Emily Green attends World Youth Day
September 2011: Wedding of Katherine and Lee
April 2012: Confirmation of Liam, Matthew, Natalie, Theo and Tom
June 2012: Wedding of Helen and Richard and First Holy Communion of
Aditya, Alex, Daniel and Jacob
July 2012: Celebration of Maureen’s 80th birthday
April 2013: Wedding of Sarah and Kristen
June 2013: First Holy Communion of James

Parish Memories: 2014 - 2016

February 2014: Curry Evening
April 2014: Marriage of Sophie and Mark
June 2014: First Holy Communion of Caitlin, Carys, Erin and Ethan
September 2014: Stefan Hunka 60th Birthday
June 2015: Confirmation of Daniel and Jacob. First Holy Communion
of Maddie and Ellie

October 2015: Wedding of Rebecca and Rhys
February 2016: Baptism of Laryssa
April 2016: Kathryn receives Cathenian Bursary fund cheque
June 2016: first Holy Communion of Brian, Caitlin, Chloe, Grace and
James
July 2016: Consecration of our Church
September 2016: Wedding of Kimberley and Rory

Parish Memories: 2017 - 2019

2017: Baptism of Henry
March 2017: Columban Centenary altar cloth visits our
church
May 2017: Parish meal
February 2018: David Cant received into the church. Joel
and Toby confirmed

June 2018: First Holy Communion of Cameron, Cherish,
Jake, Reece and Daniel
June 2019: Choral Sparks Summer Concert
October 2019: Baptism of Eleanor Irwin
November 2019: Confirmation of Carys, Chloe, Erin,
Ethan and James and blessing of commemorative window
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Happy Silver Anniversary Blessed Robert Grissold!
As one gets older, it is easier to recall the distant rather than the recent past. When we came to Balsall Common
it was very different to the place it is now. I remember attending St Philomena’s. It was a small, wooden
structure that had seen better days. On Sundays, it was wise to be armed with tissues to give the kneeler a
gentle mop! 25 years later, our very welcoming church has grown, brought people together in many different
ways and friendships have flourished. For me, and I am sure for many others, something that has made a
great difference to Sunday Mass is the music - something that I greatly missed when I joined St Philomena’s.
I remember Fr Sebastian from Kerala, our parish priest for a number of years. During that time, the church
was alive with many Malayalis. I recall one New Year’s Eve when I attended the midnight service and the
church was full to capacity with the Malayali congregation and the service was in Malayalam. When it came
to the time for the sermon, Father Sebastian said, “There are people here who do not speak Malayalam so I
will give it in English!” It is lovely to see the little ones being part of the church, through the children’s liturgy,
serving on the altar and singing. Hopefully they will grow to be part of the future of Blessed Robert Grissold.
Jean Henser
Memories of St. Patrick’s Night Celebrations

Silver Celebration
From wooden hut to design award
Granite Foundation Stone to commemorative glass,
Soaring panes, swept roof, ceiling pine board,
Affirmation of Faith, where villagers pass.

As a long standing member of our parish, I
have lots of good memories coupled with some
sad ones too. My dear husband’s funeral and
my grandson’s baptism to name two.

Wardens, coffees, cakes, music and choirs,
Parishioners, young, old, house-bound, and new,
Cleaners, counters, flowers, finance, and repairs,
Those whose duty done, while ours still due.

Over the years we’ve enjoyed many delightful
social events and one in particular comes to
mind.

Blessed Robert, patron, martyred in the Reformation,
Visiting priests, missionaries, priests-in-charge, and PPs,
Baptisms, Holy Communion, and Confirmations,
Confessions, healing Masses, Eucharistic ministries.
Friendly greetings and pre-Mass chatter,
Silent prayer, lit candles, lectionary reader,
White-albed scurrying altar servers,
Couples and coffins before the Altar.
Our purpose, daily mission, set-sights, our vision
Our hope, the golden gates of Heaven.
The silver ciborium, gold-lined, cradling Christ,
Our focus of Faith, the Eucharistic Feast.
In all such charity our earthly race is run
In silver celebration we strive, till Gold is won.
© 2019 Chris M L Burleigh

It was a great St. Patrick’s evening celebration!
The hall was beautifully decorated in traditional
Irish style, the food prepared and served
lovingly by Pam Martin and Chris Mitchell was
bespoke Irish as was the music and singing.
My mother Nora Flynn (then in her late 80’s),
some of you will remember her well I’m sure,
was sitting at the top of our table with a sign on
her forehead saying “I NEED A DRINK!”.
Ever the gentleman, Joe Martin was quick to
oblige and so the evening continued with Joe
diligently filling her glass whenever he saw the
sign!
I seem to recall having to take mum home a
little bit early! Happy Days. Anne Stewart

A Wonderful Community
Thank you Ian & Ellie for all the time, effort, enthusiasm & sheer hard work you put in to make the Choral
Sparks concert happen. Except it wasn’t just a concert - it had too much heart and soul to be just that. It was
a bringing together of the great community that is Blessed Robert’s, and I feel so thankful and privileged
to have joined you & to be part of it. I think there are many parishes out there that could learn a lot about
building a faith community from everything that our parish has built up over the years. It just shows what can
be achieved when people generously work together with what they have. Thank you everyone! Cathy Grimley

The Teddy Trust

Iraq
2018

With your help, the Teddy Trust was able to send 10,000 teddies to Syria on
the 27th of November; this will include their 100,000th teddy! The timing
of this is perfect for the teddies to arrive with the children we support by
Christmas.
Since 2015, the Teddy Trust has sent out over 100,000 teddies to children
who have suffered severe trauma or abuse. They have gone to children in
South Africa, Malawi, Zimbabwe, Nepal, Fiji and Romania and to refugee
camps in Syria, Turkey, Iraq, Kurdistan and Greece.
This is a massive achievement for a very small organisation! I am still
collecting teddies. If you would like to donate, please just bring them
to church and I will see that they make their way to Trust in the Welsh
Borders, where they are packed and sent off to very traumatized children.
Although I used to collect all soft toys of any size, the Teddy Trust has
much smaller premises now and cannot take very small or very big soft
toys. The soft toys must not be frightening and the Trust cannot take
knitted toys any more either. Ideally, the soft toys should be between 8 and
15 inches tall.
A massive thank you to everyone who has given me teddies over the last
few years to this very worthy cause. To learn more about this charity, please
visit www.teddytrust.org.uk. Chris Lynn

Baptisms

Churches Together

Baptism is the basis of the whole
Christian life, the gateway to life in
the Spirit and the door which gives
access to the other sacraments.
Through baptism we are made
members of the Body of Christ the Church and the members of the
Church are ‘a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s
own people’ called to glorify God,
their heavenly Father, by their life.
This year we have been blessed with a number of baptisms in our
church. In March, we welcomed
Ewan Joseph Thomas Hocking and
Sophie Krystyna Donnelly. In July
we celebrated the baptism of Cormac
David Cant. In September, Audrey
Eleanor Martin was welcomed into
our church and in October, Eleanor
Irwin was baptised.
Finally, in November, Cora Beatrice
Noonan and Liam Joseph Hunt
were baptised. Ian Clarke

Our parish is part of Churches
Together in Balsall and Berkswell,
an ecumenical organisation that
promotes Christianity through
shared worship. Events during the
year include a Lenten breakfast
each Saturday during Lent and
a monthly coffee morning held
in the Jubilee Centre in Balsall
Common. Each event is hosted
by a different Church and all are
welcome. Louise Perry

Blessed Robert Grissold - 25 years in Balsall Common
Having previously had to travel to Dorridge,
Kenilworth and elsewhere, from 1942 until 1948 the
Catholics of Balsall Common worshipped in a room in
the local primary school on Balsall Street East.
From 1948 they met in what was often described
locally as the ‘Wooden Hut’, but it was dedicated in the
name of a little-known virgin martyr from the early
days of the church in Rome, Saint Philomena.
On numerous occasions as the years passed, we
submitted applications to have a permanent building
only to have our plans rejected due to objections from some local residents and the strictures regarding Green
Belt issues. At last, in the spring of 1994, we were successful.
Although happy with the result, there were still a few tears as we celebrated Easter Day in 1994. On the Monday
we proceeded to remove statues, furniture and a range of other items from the church. For nine months, mass
was celebrated in the village hall.
On the 9th May, Cardinal Javier, Prefect of the Congregation of Divine Worship and the Disciplines of the
Sacraments wrote to our Archbishop, Maurice Couve De Murville, advising him the church would be dedicated
to Blessed Robert Grissold.
It was with some surprise and indeed much pleasure that we discovered the church was to be dedicated in the
name of one of the eighty-seven English and Welsh martyrs beatified by Pope John Paul II on 27th November
1987. A man who had been born just six miles from here, in Rowington, and had almost certainly passed this
way while escorting the priest, Blessed John Sugar, to celebrate secret masses in Baddesley Clinton, Balsall,
Berkswell and Knowle.
In 1639 Robert’s nephew Edward, who had been born in Wootton Wawen, together with his cousin Matthew
sailed to America and settled in Connecticut. Edward took with him his wife Margaret and their four children
who had all been born in Kenilworth. Six more children were born in Windsor, Connecticut. Several other
members of the family followed them to America. Today the Griswold Family Association of America
has several thousand members from more than 35 states; indeed, one of them is a Bishop of the American
Episcopalian Church. In 1995 the Association presented us with the Pentecost Window to the left of the altar.
On the 4th of November 1994, Archbishop Maurice arrived to bless the foundation stone. We were a little
concerned, there was much still to be done. We need not have worried; our prayers were answered, and our
first Mass was celebrated on Christmas morning 1994 in the presence of what was a standing room only
congregation. Messages of good will from the other churches in Balsall Common and Berkswell were read
and tributes were paid to Father Tony Maguire, a former White Father, who, when he became our priest had
dedicated himself to ensuring we had our new church.
Father Maguire was followed as priest by Monsignor Daniel McHugh and then, for several years, we had the
support of Father Sebastian Arikat and Father Soji Olikkal, priests from Kerala, who worship according to the
Syro Malabar Rite, which traces its heritage back to St Thomas the Apostle. On one very special Sunday in 2005
we welcomed their Bishop, James Pazhayappil.
In 2014, Father Frank Smith became our priest. Among the many blessings he has given us is the opportunity
for us to attend Mass on several occasions every week. We look forward to many happy years with him as our
pastor.
Saturday, 9th July 2016 was a day of great rejoicing. Archbishop Bernard Longley came to consecrate the
church. The many tasks necessary were shared among the whole congregation in a day we will long remember.
We regard ourselves as blessed that we have such a person as Robert Grissold as our inspiration and mentor.
Godfrey Chesshire

New Church, New Sound

CAFOD

I’m sure we were all impressed
with the look of our new church’s
interior, and visitors still comment
on it. I wasn’t prepared, though,
for the lovely quality of the sound.
I remember standing with my
clarinet in the empty church
sending the first few notes out and
listening to them travel freely all
around the space. With very little
echo to muddle the sounds, each
note seemed to just hang clearly in
the air.

I would like to say a massive thank you to everyone who has supported
CAFOD over the last few years. You are always very generous and for a
small church like ours to consistently give a donation of more than £400
twice a year is remarkable.

At that first Mass the hymns were
accompanied by myself, daughters
Anna and Laura on violin and
cello, with Amy Dodd on flute
and Linda Chesshire on electronic
organ.
Even on those Sundays when just
our family trio was playing, the
acoustics of the church allowed
us to lead a full congregation. The
dimensions of the building, the
shaping of the roof space and the
wood surfaces are great for voices
too, as we’ve heard in Hannah’s
solo opening at the Carol Service.
We have a church that sounds as
good as it looks. Margaret Burleigh
Church Architect Visit

In February 2019, we were
pleased to welcome John Holmes,
the architect of our church. He
was visiting each of the buildings
he had designed prior to his
retirement and remarked that it
was delightful to see the church
being well kept and well used.
Father Frank Smith

Can I also say a big thank you to everyone who has used the World Gifts
catalogues to order presents for either Christmas or Birthdays. It is a
lovely idea to maybe teach the younger generation that they do not need
all the toys they have and maybe they can give something to children who
have nothing. Here are just three of the projects that CAFOD are working
on at the moment.

Toilets in Sierra Leone
We take toilets for granted – being able to use one safely and in privacy
is something we should all be able to do, wherever we are in the world.
Thanks to your donations, Sister Bernadette, part of our Church network
in Sierra Leone, is building toilets for some of the poorest families.
“Few other changes can do more to improve health conditions for the
less privileged in any society. At a stroke, the danger of waterborne
diseases such as dysentery, diarrhoea and worm infestation is drastically
reduced. Apart from the health benefits, halting defecation in the open
immediately makes communities a better place to live.
Sister Bernadette recently worked with CAFOD building latrines in the
southern part of the Sierra Leone. She says “There’s nothing I don’t know
about getting a latrine up and running!”

The food crisis in Zimbabwe
Years of economic turmoil and climate change, as well as the recent
Cyclone Idai, are pushing families to the brink of starvation. Last year’s
harvests failed, largely due to extreme weather, from droughts that lasted
for months on end, to flooding which wiped out whole villages.
“The cost of food has risen exponentially, and there are severe bread
shortages across the country. In the struggle to feed their children, parents
are going without themselves. The prolonged drought means dams have
failed to fill. Wells and rivers are drying up, leaving communities with no
option but to walk tens of kilometers to reach water.
CAFOD has already given £50,000 to the emergency response. Our
local aid experts are carrying out rapid assessments in the worst-affected
communities. Through our Church network, we have intensified our
efforts over the last few weeks to provide families in need with emergency
food and safe, clean water.

Syrian refugees
Around 1.5 million people who have fled the violence in Syria are living in
neighbouring Lebanon. This now accounts for a quarter of the country’s
population. More than 80% of refugees are women and children.
At a refugee shelter in Lebanon – run by an organisation supported
by CAFOD – our local experts support women who have fled abusive
partners or family members. Chris Lynn

Confirmations
Sunday November 3rd
was a day of celebration
for our church as five
young
parishioners
received the sacrament
of Confirmation from
Bishop William Kenney
during our morning
mass. Carys, Chloe, Erin, Ethan and James had been preparing
for this important sacrament for several months, guided by their
catechists Teresa Green and Chris Mitchell and with the help of
their families and sponsors.
The young people, along with some members of their families, all
took part in the liturgy of the mass as readers of the scriptures and
bidding prayers and in the offertory procession. It was lovely to see
the church full, with family and friends of Carys, Chloe, Erin, Ethan
and James joining parishioners to celebrate the mass together.
The young people
renewed the promises
that had been made
on their behalf at their
baptism, taking on
for themselves the
responsibilities of living
as young Christian men and women. Each took the name of a
saint that they admired, with a display in the Narthex showing
their chosen names and their reasons for choosing their particular
confirmation name.
As Bishop William confirmed each of the candidates and anointed
them with the holy oil of chrism, Cathy Grimley conducted the
church choir in her own arrangement of the Taize piece, “Veni
Sancte Spiritus” – Come, Holy Spirit.
After the mass (and the blessing by Bishop William of our new
stained-glass window, making the event a double celebration),
the newly confirmed, their families and friends, and parishioners
joined Bishop William and Father Frank at a reception in the parish
room, with a special cake and other sweet treats to go with tea,
coffee or squash. Thank you to everyone who helped out with the
mass and the refreshments, and special thanks to Teresa and Chris
for their dedication and hard work in preparing the candidates.
Ellie Clarke

The Church Changes
The church changes with the seasons,
Different times and different reasons
To be there;
Red brick chameleon.
Mid July, a Sunday morning:
Old friends greeting, children yawning;
Sun streams in;
The church is airy, light and bright.
Chill November, Thursday evening
Faithful gather for Christ’s healing
In the warm;
Shelter from the cold, dark night.
Holy Thursday, keeping watch
Altar stripped of candle and cloth.
A quiet place,
The night is dark, the watch is long.
Christmas Day, anticipation!
Family, gifts and celebration.
The church resounds,
Alive with joyful word and song.
Baptism, wedding, requiem,
Friends and kin to share in them.
In joy or grief
The church acclaims, consoles, sustains.
Through life’s events, in sacrament
The church is here; so what is meant
By one word: “Church”?
The building, or all it contains?
At heart the church remains the same.
For here we gather, in Christ’s name,
To pray, to grow, receive His grace,
Christ’s church, His people, in this place.
Ellie Clarke

Farewell
Farewell to Mary Teresa Petropoulos who
died this year. Known
as Teresa, she was one
of our parishioners
who received Holy
Communion at home
for many years. May
she rest in peace.

Warwick Deanery Visitation

Invitation to Get Together!

In September, Fr Frank and a
number of our parishioners
attended the opening event of the
Warwick Deanery Visitation by
Archbishop Bernard Longley and
Bishop William Kenney.
Clergy and parishioners from all
sixteen churches in the deanery
gathered at St Peter’s, Leamington
Spa, for Evening Prayer, followed
by refreshments in the Parish
Hall. Bishop William led the
service and this was followed by a
talk given by Archbishop Bernard.
‘The aim of the Visitation is to
gain an insight into the Christian
life of each parish community’,
Archbishop Bernard explained to
those assembled.
The visitation runs until the end
of March 2020; during that time
each parish in our deanery will be
visited by either Bishop William or
Archbishop Bernard. Our church
will be visited by Bishop William
in February 2020 and there will
be a parish meeting in January to
plan for his visit. Ian Clarke

Candle of Dedication
Our candle of Dedication is lit
anew each Sunday. You can request
a dedication in remembrance of
a loved one or in thanksgiving
for
a
special
occasion.
Please complete the details
in the diary in the Narthex,
indicating if you want the candle
to be placed in front of the
statue of Our Lady (OL) or by
the Sacred Heart statue (SH).
Please also put this information
on an envelope containing your
donation (suggested amount: £5).
Please hand your completed
envelope to the wardens.

You are invited to
join our friendly
‘Get Together’ group
that meets on the
first Wednesday of
each month for tea,
coffee, sandwiches,
cakes and a good
chat!
Usually we meet in
the church hall, but we do occasionally go out on adventures in the local
area. We have been to various places with the financial help of Balsall
Common Heroes who kindly donated the money to pay for the use of a
Johnsons coach. This year we have visited Rosebourne Garden Centre,
Wootton Wawen and Coughton Court. The last place we went to was
Evesham Valley - a great place for shopping, coffee and a walk around a
lovely garden centre.
Many thanks to Bysshe and
Judith Gibbs (two very kind
people without whom none
of this would happen) and
Maureen Carroll who is the
glue that holds us all together.
Many thanks also to Ian and
Fran Lester for hosting us in
September! We have many trips
planned for the coming year.
Why don’t you come and join
us? Irene Gibbons

Catenian Association Bursary Presentation
At the end of Mass on
30th June this year,
parishioner Tom Green
was presented with a
bursary by Brian Green,
current President of The
Redditch Circle of the
Catenian Association.
The Catenian Bursary
Fund aims to support young Catholics who want to work on projects
around the world which help communities less fortunate than ourselves.
Tom is travelling to Tanzania in March 2020 for 3 months to work with a
Christian Charity on rural infrastructure projects.
The bursary will help towards the funds Tom has to raise for his trip. The
Catenian Bursary is available to all young Catholics. For more info see
https://catenianbursary.com/ Ian Clarke

Choral Sparks Summer Concert 2019
What better way to spend a warm summer’s evening than listening
to music and enjoying a drink and some cake? That’s exactly what a
packed church did on 29th June, at the Choral Sparks concert, just
one of a number of events to celebrate the church’s 25th anniversary.
The concert started with “Thiba Koloi” – a lively South African folk
song sung in the Sotho language – which, the audience was amused
to learn, translated roughly as “Stop the car, I want to get in!” The
song was performed by our own church choir and The Gridtones,
the workplace choir from National Grid. Between them, the two choirs formed the backbone of the concert, with
each choir singing a number of pieces, and then joining together for the final piece of the programme: Mark
Repasky’s joyful “Alleluia”.
Solos, duets and a trio provided the rest of a varied musical
programme including operatic arias, songs from films and hit
musicals and pop songs, along with both traditional and modern
sacred music. One of the highlights of the evening was the
performance by the school band from St Augustine’s Catholic
Primary School in Kenilworth. They performed “My Lighthouse”
and “Burn Like a Star”, two worship songs by folk-pop group Rend
Collective. The whole audience was impressed with their confidence
and their musical talent; it was hard to believe that all of the members of the band were only 10 or 11 years old.
Other memorable performances included “That’s What Baking Can Do” (from the musical Waitress) sung by
Katie Ritchie, and “In Uomini, in Soldati” (from the opera Cosi fan Tutte) sung by Hannah Clarke. Both of these
talented young women have come a long way from their days of singing with “The Quavers”, our junior choir!
The evening was compèred in inimitable style by Nick Pitarello,
who leads the Gridtones, and our own choir director, Ian Clarke –
both resplendent in very loud Hawaiian shirts. Bowing to audience
demands for an encore, all the performers joined together to sing
“Forever Country” – a singalong mash-up of Take me Home,
Country Roads (John Denver), On the Road Again (Willie Nelson)
and I Will Always Love You (Dolly Parton – yes, she wrote it).
In addition to providing a very enjoyable evening, the concert
was also a fund-raising event. Proceeds from the sale of tickets, programmes and refreshments brought in just
over £1000, which was divided equally between our own church funds, and City Year UK, a youth social action
organisation which is National Grid’s Charity of the Year partner.
The charity trains young adult volunteers to act as mentors in
schools in some of the most deprived areas of London, Manchester
and the West Midlands.
Of course, behind every enjoyable event is a small army of hardworking people. Thank you to all of the performers and a special
thank you to everyone who helped to prepare for the event and to
run it on the night. Ellie Clarke
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