BLESSED
ROBERT
GRISSOLD
CATHOLIC
CHURCH
Meeting House Lane
Balsall Common
Priest in Charge:
Father Sebastian Arikat
4B Oxhayes Close, Balsall
Common, Near Coventry,
CV7 7PS
Tel: 01676 532794
Email:
parishpriest@brgparish.org.uk

Parish Priest:
Father John Sharp
The Presbytery, Rising Lane,
Baddesley Clinton, Knowle,
Solihull, B93 ODD
Tel: 01564 782498

Sunday Mass is celebrated
at 9.30am
Weekday Mass on
Tuesdays at 7.30pm and
first Friday of each month
at 9.15am.
Mass on Holydays is at
7.30pm.
Fr Sebastian hears
confessions from 8.30am to
9.00am every Sunday.
The next version of this
occasional newsletter is
planned for Christmas 2007.
If there is anything else you
would like to see in this
newsletter or on our website
or wish to provide some
feedback, please contact Ian
Clarke on
01676 533 931
or email
brgseasonal@brgparish.org.uk
Or visit us online and leave us
a message in the Guest book!

Christmas to Easter in Pictures - Key

BLESSED ROBERT GRISSOLD
CATHOLIC CHURCH

From Left to Right starting at the top: Adam, Simon and Christopher Doll make their First Holy
Communion, Church interior, HCPT: The Pilgrimage Trust Young People and volunteers, Parish
Millennium Breakfast, Black & White Evening, Curry Evening, HCPT Coffee Evening, Black &
White Evening, Father Sebastian, Curry Evening, Father Sebastian and our Altar Servers, HCPT
Mascot, Parish Music—Instrumental Group, Crucifix outside the church.

EASTER NEWSLETTER

Millennium Project: Helping the people of Lima, Peru
At the turn of the new millennium, we started a project to
work with Fr Ed. O'Connell, a
Columban Priest, who is working with the poor in Lima, Peru.
Thirty percent are categorized as
living in extreme poverty, especially in rural areas and on the
margins of Lima, the capital
city, where the Columbans
work. The Parish held its first
Millennium Breakfast of 2007
on the 14th January. £257.50
has been sent to Father Ed in
Lima in Peru who which has the
same spending power there as
£1800!
We have just received a letter
from Fr Ed in which he tells us
about the progress of the 4 projects he has set up to help the
parishioners of Our Lady of the
Missions in Lima, Peru.
Women and Family Refuge
Unit The 'Warmi Huasi' Centre, which is to be a residential
centre for training community
leaders and a family refuge unit,
now has two floors and thanks
to many friends, we have the
funding to start the third and
final floor. This Centre will be a

start building a new
chapel and meeting
room.
Education Fund We
have helped young
people to continue
to third level studies
and three of them
have now graduated.
Parishioners tuck into a late
Flora is teaching,
breakfast to raise funds for the Yesenia is a physiopoor of Lima in Peru.
therapist and Lourdes
has completed her
course
in
business administrareal asset to the community.
tion. Education is very imporKinder-garden in San Benito tant to a developing community.
We now have land and will
build the meeting hall, office Our parish has been helping Fr
and kinder-garden, from which Ed since 1999, when we began
we can run the health pro- our Millennium Project. We
grammes for this town on the have raised £11,841 from our
outskirts of Lima. This is really 'Breakfasts', the 'Bottle' and the
needed for the poor people of sale of Peruvian Crafts. This
amount will have a spending
San Benito.
power of about £82,887 in Peru.
Rebuilding of the Sacred Heart
Chapel
Our Chapel was It is clear that we can make a
burned down last year by a per- difference to the lives of people
son who had mental difficulties. in this community; so please
It was damaged beyond repair keep up your excellent support.
and now, thanks to your contributions and Columban Far East
readers, we can buy land and
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Special Points of Interest:
• Parish First: First Confessions and Holy Communions
• Young People’s Mass
launched
• Blessed Robert Grissold
goes online!

Blessed Robert Grissold goes online!
The parish is now online! Simply enter www.brgparish.org.uk
into your web browser to access
the homepage – and don’t forget to bookmark it as there’s a
lot to see and more content is
added weekly.
There’s something for everyone
on the site including write-ups
of each of the parish events
(with photographs), copies of
the weekly and seasonal newsletters (including this one!), minutes from the parish pastoral
council meetings and information about each of the charities

that we support.
All church rotas are now online
and it’s simple to access each of
the rotas to find out when your
next turn is, or simply opt to
view this week’s or next week’s
rotas to see a summary.
There are also pages detailing
the history of the parish and
‘Who was Blessed Robert Grissold?’ as well as a section on
music, a page for the Altar Servers and biographies for our
priests, past and present!
Finally there is an online guest
book so you can leave a message

when you visit. In the future, we
plan to include a set of photographs relating to the church
history, the ability to book the
parish hall or register with the
parish on-line and perhaps some
downloads relating to the Mass
or other parish events.
If you have any comments on
the site, suggestions for new
content or are interested in any
of the photographs please contact Ian Clarke on 01676 533
931 or email at brgwebmananger@c2consulting.co.uk.

Inside this Issue:
Visit our new website at www.brgparish.org.uk today!
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Father Sebastian Writes
Dear parishioners,

HE IS RISEN!
ALLELUIA!

May I wish you a happy Easter!
Do you know the real meaning of
Easter? The meaning of Easter is
Jesus
Christ's
victory
over
death. His resurrection symbolises the eternal
life
that
is
granted to all
who believe in
Him.

Father Sebastian Arikat

The meaning of
Easter also symbolises the complete verification

HCPT The Pilgrimage Trust: Helping young people travel to Lourdes

of all that Jesus preached and
taught during His three-year ministry. If He had not risen from the
dead, if He had merely died and
not been resurrected, He would
have been considered just another
teacher or Rabbi. However, His
resurrection changed all that and
gave final and irrefutable proof that
He was really the Son of God and
that He had conquered death once
and for all.
Following the spirit of Easter, we
are called the people of Easter or
Halleluiah people. It simply means
that we enjoy a spirit of happiness
and of joy.
Now we have to translate this joy

and happiness to our parish life
and community. All of us want our
parish to grow and more and more
people to come and participate in
the liturgy.
How will it happen? It will happen
only by our welcoming attitude in
the parish. No one should feel
unwelcome for the Sunday liturgy.
Everyone has a place in our community. Also we should welcome
the families with little children.
They should feel that they are loved
and taken care of.
Let us be the family of Jesus Christ
Risen.
Fr. Sebastian.

Group 83 is looking forward to their
stay in Lourdes during Easter week.
The group has been busy preparing
for their pilgrimage since last October – gathering the helpers and then
the young people. Five of the helpers
and one of the young people come
from our own parish.
The Group will leave for Manchester
by coach at around 6am on Easter
Monday and arrive in the early afternoon. They will return the following
Sunday evening – exhausted but with
many wonderful memories. The
whole of the stay in Lourdes is filled
with love, care, joy, happiness and
fun – for young people and helpers
alike! The helpers fund their own
fares although concessions are avail-

the gifts up to the altar during the The next programme of instruction
for First Confession and First Holy
offertory.
Communion is already underway for
Afterwards, parishioners joined the
four more of our young parishionboys and their family in a celebraers: Ellie Biggs, David Doll, Sophie
tion in the Parish Room, and enRitchie-Yates and Liam Russell.
joyed a special cake provided by
They hope to make their First Holy
their parents. Christopher, Adam
Communion in June. We wish all
and Simon had been receiving inthese young people well and rememstruction for a number of weeks,
ber them in our prayers as they gain
and made their first Confessions
a deeper understanding of their faith
shortly before Christmas.
through these sacraments.

Easter Newsle
etter v0.3.pub

Adam, Simon and
Christopher Doll

New Faith events for the adults and young people of the Parish
This Lent saw the start of a new
CaFE programme in our parish.
CaFE is an innovative way to get
small groups of Catholics thinking, talking and praying about
their faith. At Blessed Robert
Grissold, we have just completed

one of these programmes called
Exploring the Catholic Church,
Each session lasted about 1 hour
and discussed such topics as
‘Who needs the Catholic
Church’ and ‘Personal Prayer’.
The sessions were well attended

and we hope to run another
programme soon. In March we
held our first Sunday Young
People’s Mass. The young people
of the parish participated in
many different parts of the
Mass—providing the readings,

psalm, bidding prayers, collections, offertory procession. They
joined Father Sebastian on the
altar during the ‘Our Father’.
Music was provided by our instrumental group and the children's choir 'The Quavers'.

The Black and White Event
was well supported
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Parish Music Update

The Instrumental Group, now four
strong, has introduced a new Mass
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setting and supports the new Young
People’s Mass selecting hymns appropriate for the younger members of
our parish.
The senior choir continues to deliver
psalms, motets and the Blessed
Robert Grissold Mass Setting each
Sunday at Mass. During Lent the
Quavers, our junior choir, has been
singing music from Taize under direction of their choir master, Ellie
Clarke.
Holy Week sees the busiest time of
the year for both choirs. Over the
Easter period, the choirs will be singing twelve motets or Taize pieces,

Almost 5000
young people
travel to Lourdes
from the UK –
making it the largest children’s pilgrimage from this
country.

The Coffee Evening and Raffle
was a great success

Please pray for all
the young people
and their helpers, as they shall for
you in Lourdes.

seven psalms, four Gospel Acclamations, two Mass settings a total of
four times and supporting the congregation in fourteen hymns! The
climax of the music will be a new
piece on Easter Sunday called ‘Sing
for joy, the Lord is Risen’ based on
the piece ‘Hanaq Pachap Kusikuynin’
composed in the 17th Century in
Latin America.
If you play a musical instrument or
like to sing you can be assured of a
warm welcome by the team that provides music in this parish. Contact
Ian Clarke on 01676 533 931 if you
are interested.

This year’s annual
parish meal, to raise
funds for the church,
took place on Saturday 24th March and
was attended by over
60 parishioners and
their friends.
The theme this year
was ‘Black & White’
and everyone rose to
the challenge with
outfits ranging from
flapper girls to adverts

for Guinness. The parish room had
been specially decorated (in black
and white!) for the occasion. A fantastic four course meal followed,
masterminded by Pam Martin and
Chris Mitchell, with the help of an
army of volunteers. The courses were
interspersed with games, a raffle and
an auction to further raise money to
help pay off the debt on our church.
Entertainment for the event was a
closely guarded secret but was soon
unveiled as ‘Blessed Bob’s Blues
Band’ who wowed all assembled with

music from the film ‘The Blues
Brothers’.
The evening continued long into the
night and some tired faces were in
evidence the following morning due,
no doubt, to the switch to British
Summer Time!
The amazing profit from the dinner
was £1,252.20. Together with the
Barclay’s Bank sponsorship of £750
(thanks to ex-employee Kathy Jones),
the total raised was £2,002.20. Our
thanks go to all who made the evening such a great success.

News from the Finance Committee and Parochial Parish Council
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There’s been a lot happening musically in our parish during the last
four months! We have
welcomed
Linda
Chesshire who has
kindly agreed to play
the organ for one
Mass a month. Linda
is a skilled musician
who often accompanies, on the piano, the
children of Balsall
Instrumental Group
Common Primary
School where she is a
teacher.

Group 83 is part of HCPT The Pilgrimage Trust which was founded by
Doctor Michael Strode in 1956.
Each Easter groups of young people

and their helpers travel to Lourdes
with the Trust – with groups coming
from the UK, Ireland, Croatia, Romania, Slovakia,
USA and the West
Indies .

The Annual Parish Meal: Black, and White (and Blue!)

A Parish First: First Confessions and Holy Communion
Christopher, Adam and Simon Doll
celebrated their First Holy Communion at Sunday mass on 18th
February and, in doing so, began
another chapter in our parish history, as this was the first time that
young people have received instruction and made their first Holy Communion in our new church. The
brothers and their family took an
active part in the mass, leading our
bidding prayers and also bringing

able to help those in need. Each
Group is responsible for raising the
money to pay for the young people’s
fares – Group 83 needed over £5000
this year to meet these costs. Fundraising efforts within the parish have
included Coffee Evenings in November and March, a raffle and the sale
of Christmas Cards. These have
boosted Group 83’s funds by nearly
£2600. Group 83 is indebted to
their many supporters, to the parishioners and to the young people’s
parents for their efforts in raising
sufficient money.

Gi f t Ai d Envel opes

Loose Pl ate

Bank Standi ng Or der s

Parish Giving - Last 3 months

The parishioners have
responded brilliantly
to our last appeal and
our weekly giving is
well up on last year.
There are still a number of donors who
have yet to sign up for
the envelope scheme
and we continue to
lose out on the tax

we could be reclaiming for their existing giving.
The figures for last year showed we
made a small surplus of approximately £1,100. Now that we have our
own priest, we have to pay for the
maintenance of the church and the
presbytery. With costs going up generally our spend has risen significantly and this year we need to raise
about £750 each week to cover our

various expenses, including the annual reduction to the Diocesan Loan
of £6000.
Watch out for future events later in
2007 to help us raise much needed
funds for the Church. Also, if you
give regularly, please consider Gift
Aid as a way of maximising your giving. It costs nothing but a few minutes of your time! See the Finance
section of our website for details.

Parish Curry Evening: A taste of Kerala
On Saturday the 3rd
March, parishioners
and their guests
enjoyed an evening
of Keralan food,
culture and bhangra
dancing courtesy of
members of the
Keralan community

in the UK. The event was held to
raise money for a Jesus Youth event
that will be held later this year. The
evening began with a special sung
prayer. A delicious meal followed
consisting of several different dishes.
After the meal, members of the Jesus
Youth performed dances inspired by
the bhangra dancing in Bollywood

films and Father Sebastian showed us
pictures of Kerala. Father Sebastian is
pastor to Jesus Youth and ministers
to the UK Keralan community.
The event raised £916 for the Jesus
Youth and our thanks go to all who
worked so hard to make the evening
a great success.

Members of the Keralan community perform dances inRead more on our new web site! - see back page for details
spired by Bollywood films
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