An occasional newsletter about our . e i
church in Balsall Common R M -

SLEL £V

B = o n
S —
p- —
- s =

Father Sebastian Writes

Father Sebastian

Dear Parishioners,

I feel very privil

an Easter Parish where there is a wel- day; not just on Sundays but every day.

come for all. This is my deepestwish A wr i ter puts it wel/l

that more and more families will chooserection teaches us is not how to Tive
our community as their second family  but how to live again, and again, and
and achieve a deeper quality of lifein agai n. o

that belonging. I'n order to fAlive

up on us, even if we give up on our- at mass on Sundays and for special mo-
selves. The challenge of living out the ments, especially on th& April at 9.30
message of Easter is not just believing am when Bishop William Kenny visits
that Jesus rose from the grave, but to our parish for the first time to celebrate
believe that no matter our age, mistakesthe Sacrament of Confirmation.

and wounds, we can begin each day

afresh. I am sure some people reading this letter

do not worship with us regularly. | want
We are human and we cannot avoid  you to know, from my heart, that |
falling-into depression, bitterness and would love to have you with us. You and

tRediredhesd tifat chified o agk. NikeSour iy vduld B a gift to the com-

Lettero. I thank ¥R weftod Will RavR Buf crudifkiBr. nnfy2 M d -

ing and support during my past 4 years §fet our faith in the Resurrection invites o
service with you. | am so grateful to the s precisely to live beyond these. I thank you for your financial support

Finance Committee, Parish Council,
Choirs and different Rotas of ministries
for offering not just your time but your
wisdom and skills.

We are an Easter People. Our parish is
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and pray that you will continue to make
Belonging to our parish community the sacrifice in the coming months. May
supports us in our crucifixions, that the Risen Lord continue to bless you
come to us in life. As a parish commu- and your family abundantly.
nity, we accompany each other day by Er Sebastian Arikat
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Easter assures us that God nevergivesagai n, 0 | really 1l ong



Parish FirstConfirmations

On 6th April 2008, our parish will tian. It is now that the responsibili-Please pray for our confirmandi;
celebrate another first. After a petes of following Christ are publiclyRuaidhri Bennett, Ellie Biggs, Elisha

riod of instruction held weekly atacknowledged by the individual fo©O6 Br i e n, Harry O¢
our church, young people from ourthe first time. McLelland, Anna Nightingale, Re-
parish will be confirmed by BishopT . : Lo . _becca Ritchi¥ates, Sophie Ritchie

- . . he rite of Confirmation is a service,, :
William Kenney, Auxiliary Bishop here a child fec gtesfaperlﬁa]ng Russ?llhase the(\gl) ?n%arl
of Birmingham. This is a big event' Syt final stage of their preparation.

Ises made at their Baptism. The sigh

for the parish and we would like a :
many people as possible to attend ge Church makes is prayer and the

support our young people. The Sa%nointing with chrism. The Holy
rament of Confirmation is a key pirit touches the candidate with his

moment in the life of a young Chris- I

First Confessions and Holy Communion

In January of this year a group dheir instruction and the Sacramentghe children will be joined by their
five children began receiving instruén our church. They meet weeklfamilies and friends, and also hope
tion, in preparation to receive thewith course leaders to learn abothat as many parishioners as possible
sacraments of Reconciliation andhe Sacraments and the Catholzan join with them in celebrating
Eucharist for the first timé their faith. this important event in their lives as

First Confession and First Holy
Communion.

The children have recently madg "oians:
their First Confessions, and aftdéWe wish Hannah, Kathryn, Re-

Hannah Clarke, Kathryn Green,Easter will continue their classes becca, Natalie and Liam well and
Rebecca McLelland, Liam McSorlegreparation for their First Holyremember them in our prayers as
and Natalie Roe will be the thirdCommunion, which will take placeghey gain a deeper understanding of
group of children to receive bothduring our Sunday mass ofi 8une. their faith through these sacraments.
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Charity Update: Millennium Project and HCPT Group 8:

Our parish Bi shops®o d o ¢ u me renrolling wéw helpérsn gnd young
supports challenge to the laity to be disciplegeople, holding meetings (including a
several chari-and missionaries of Jesus ChrisMidlands regional preparation day)
tiedtwo of Following this there was a thosy and visiting the homes and parents of
the  major workshop for the Leadership Teamthose travelling with us to Lourdes.
ones are the on how to run the Christian commu-On March 15th all the helpers and
Millennium nities for each of our 12 parishes. Ogoung people met at the Midlands
project, 1st and 2nd March 2008 there waSports Centre to get to know each
which  sup- Youth Retreat for over 80 youngther.
ports the people where they reflected on what . .
missionary it meant to be disciples and missior?l-IhIS year, Group 83 contam_s 25
. - ._people. There are 15 helpers includ-
work of Fa- aries of Christ and they chose whlcﬁ a chaplain, a nurse (Louise Perry)
ther Ed in Peru and the HCPT:catechetical programme they woul 9 pan, 1Y),
- . X . o, eader Maureen Carroll and Sophie
Group 83 which raises money tdike to work in. In addition, we ran odd and Philic Green from our
send young people to Lourdes. holiday programmes for over 15(P P

children, in handicraft and painting parish. They W'”. be JO'.ned by 1.0
and importantly, English and MatheY?4"9 people with various special
’ eds, aged between 9 and 17 years

vember that we had raised over _.. -
£10,000 for our Millennium project, dr[h:r?c;z Iggr:nv&/fvéotsogl;st:gglr;g ?Q% td from the Birmingham, Coventry
Father Ed has recently contacted tl'}e 9 Iy 9 and Solihull area.

. . ime. The work with the women con-

parish to provide an update on pro:. . . .

o PR tinues to go well at Parish level anthese trips are only possible through
gress in his parish in Lima.

in San Benito. In March we shalthe funds raised through events like
AA big thank youbegi nvtea ybowiel df otrthetChiide BEvening that waes hdldroe
fundraising, it is very much appreciSan Benito. Take care and love to alkebruary 18th that raised £1925.10
ated. Over the Peruvian summeF r . Ed. o including donations. All funds raised
months, January to March, we haw o towards the expenses of the young
been busy with Summer School The helpers and young people ggeople in Group 83. It costs £580 to

?roup 83 are really looking forwar

0

Following the terrific news in No-

For three weeks in Jan_uary, 9 their week in Lourdes this yealrsend each young person to Lourdgs
young people were studying scri E)r a week. Raising over £6,000 is
ture and theology methods EVet 2 30am on Easter Sunday, trav

l1‘hey leave by coach from our churcieq[]Iy possible through your generos-
evening. we al_so had workshops Iing to Bristol for their flight and
behaviour, social drama and spe

ity. Group 83 is most grateful for

- o - . your dedicated support without

ing. This went very well. In Februa opefully sitting down tq enjoy theIryvhich the group would not be able to
aster Sunday lunch in the hote ;

operate. You will all be remembered

we held an Adult Summer.Schc.)o tella Matutina at around 12.00pm.
for 3 weeks where they studied Bib - in Lourdes. Please remember the

. . . has been a very busy time for grou
reflection and the Latin American

83 since the beginning of Januané:Jnt"e group in your prayers.



