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EASTER NEWSLETTER 

An occasional newsletter about our 
church in Balsall Common 

No. 4 
Easter 2008 

Inside this Issue: 

an Easter Parish where there is a wel-
come for all. This is my deepest wish 
that more and more families will choose 
our community as their second family 
and achieve a deeper quality of life in 
that belonging. 

Easter assures us that God never gives 
up on us, even if we give up on our-
selves. The challenge of living out the 
message of Easter is not just believing 
that Jesus rose from the grave, but  to 
believe that no matter our age, mistakes 
and wounds, we can begin each day 
afresh.  

We are human and we cannot avoid 
falling - into depression, bitterness and 
the tiredness that comes from age. Like 
Jesus, we too will have our crucifixions. 
Yet our faith in the Resurrection invites 
us precisely to live beyond these.  

Belonging to our parish community 
supports us in our crucifixions, that 
come to us in life. As a parish commu-
nity, we accompany each other day by 

day; not just on Sundays but every day. 
A writer puts it well; ―What the Resur-
rection teaches us is not how to live – 
but how to live again, and again, and 
again.‖ 

In order to ―live again, and again, and 
again,‖ I really long for you to join us all 
at mass on Sundays and for special mo-
ments, especially on the 6th April at 9.30 
am when Bishop William Kenny visits 
our parish for the first time to celebrate 
the Sacrament of Confirmation. 

I am sure some people reading this letter 
do not worship with us regularly. I want 
you to know, from my heart, that I 
would love to have you with us. You and 
your family would be a gift to the com-
munity.  

I thank you for your financial support 
and pray that you will continue to make 
the sacrifice in the coming months. May 
the Risen Lord continue to bless you 
and your family abundantly.  

Fr. Sebastian Arikat 

Dear Parishioners, 

I feel very privileged to write this  ―Easter 
Letter‖.  I thank you for your understand-
ing and support during my past 4 years of 
service with you.  I am so grateful to the 
Finance Committee, Parish Council, 
Choirs and different Rotas of ministries 
for offering not just your time but your 
wisdom and skills. 

We are an Easter People. Our parish is 
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tian. It is now that the responsibili-
ties of following Christ are publicly 
acknowledged by the individual for 
the first time. 

The rite of Confirmation is a service 
where a child ―confirms‖ the prom-
ises made at their Baptism. The sign 
the Church makes is prayer and the 
anointing with chrism. The Holy 
Spirit touches the candidate with his 
gifts. 

Please pray for our confirmandi; 
Ruaidhri Bennett, Ellie Biggs, Elisha 
O’Brien, Harry O’Brien, Catherine 
McLelland, Anna Nightingale, Re-
becca Ritchie-Yates, Sophie Ritchie-
Yates and Liam Russell as they enter 
the final stage of their preparation. 

Bishops’ document outlining the 
challenge to the laity to be disciples 
and missionaries of Jesus Christ. 
Following this there was a three-day 
workshop for the Leadership Teams 
on how to run the Christian commu-
nities for each of our 12 parishes. On 
1st and 2nd March 2008 there was 
Youth Retreat for over 80 young 
people where they reflected on what 
it meant to be disciples and mission-
aries of Christ and they chose which 
catechetical programme they would 
like to work in. In addition, we ran 
holiday programmes for over 150 
children, in handicraft and painting 
and importantly, English and Mathe-
matics. There was lots of singing and 
dancing too and everyone had a great 
time. The work with the women con-
tinues to go well at Parish level and 
in San Benito. In March we shall 
begin to build the Women’s centre in 
San Benito. Take care and love to all, 
Fr. Ed.‖ 

The helpers and young people of 
Group 83 are really looking forward 
to their week in Lourdes this year. 
They leave by coach from our church 
at 2.30am on Easter Sunday, travel-
ling to Bristol for their flight and 
hopefully sitting down to enjoy their 
Easter Sunday lunch in the hotel 
Stella Matutina at around 12.00pm. 
It has been a very busy time for group 
83 since the beginning of January: 

Our parish 
s u p p o r t s 
several chari-
ties—two of 
the major 
ones are the 
Millennium 
p r o j e c t , 
which sup-
ports the  
mis s ionary 
work of Fa-

ther Ed in Peru and the HCPT: 
Group 83 which raises money to  
send young people to Lourdes. 

Following the terrific news in No-
vember that we had raised over 
£10,000 for our Millennium project, 
Father Ed has recently contacted the 
parish to provide an update on pro-
gress in his parish in Lima. 

―A big thank you to everyone for the 
fundraising, it is very much appreci-
ated. Over the Peruvian summer 
months, January to March, we have 
been busy with Summer Schools. 
For three weeks in January, 90 
young people were studying scrip-
ture and theology methods every 
evening. We also had workshops in 
behaviour, social drama and speak-
ing. This went very well. In February 
we held an Adult Summer School 
for 3 weeks where they studied Bible 
reflection and the Latin American 

enrolling new helpers and young 
people, holding meetings (including a 
Midlands regional preparation day) 
and visiting the homes and parents of 
those travelling with us to Lourdes. 
On March 15th all the helpers and 
young people met at the Midlands 
Sports Centre to get to know each 
other.  

This year, Group 83 contains 25 
people. There are 15 helpers includ-
ing a chaplain, a nurse (Louise Perry), 
leader Maureen Carroll and Sophie 
Dodd and Philip Green from our 
parish. They will be joined by 10 
young people with various special 
needs, aged between 9 and 17 years 
old, from the Birmingham, Coventry 
and Solihull area. 

These trips are only possible through 
the funds raised through events like 
the Coffee Evening that was held on 
February 18th that raised £1925.10 
including donations. All funds raised 
go towards the expenses of the young 
people in Group 83. It costs £580 to 
send each young person to Lourdes 
for a week. Raising over £6,000 is 
only possible through your generos-
ity. Group 83 is most grateful for 
your dedicated support without 
which the group would not be able to 
operate. You will all be remembered 
in Lourdes. Please remember the 
entire group in your prayers. 

Charity Update: Millennium Project and HCPT Group 83 

First Confessions and Holy Communion 
their instruction and the Sacraments 
in our church.  They meet weekly 
with course leaders to learn about 
the Sacraments and the Catholic 
faith. 

The children have recently made 
their First Confessions, and after 
Easter will continue their classes in 
preparation for their First Holy 
Communion, which will take place 
during our Sunday mass on 8th June.  

The children will be joined by their 
families and friends, and also hope 
that as many parishioners as possible 
can join with them in celebrating 
this important event in their lives as 
Christians. 

We wish Hannah, Kathryn, Re-
becca, Natalie and Liam well and 
remember them in our prayers as 
they gain a deeper understanding of 
their faith through these sacraments. 

In January of this year a group of 
five children began receiving instruc-
tion, in preparation to receive the 
sacraments of Reconciliation and 
Eucharist for the first time – their 
First Confession and First Holy 
Communion. 

Hannah Clarke, Kathryn Green, 
Rebecca McLelland, Liam McSorley 
and Natalie Roe will be the third 
group of children to receive both 
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On 6th April 2008, our parish will 
celebrate another first. After a pe-
riod of instruction held weekly at 
our church, young people from our 
parish will be confirmed by Bishop 
William Kenney, Auxiliary Bishop 
of Birmingham. This is a big event 
for the parish and we would like as 
many people as possible to attend to 
support our young people. The Sac-
rament of Confirmation is a key 
moment in the life of a young Chris-

Parish First - Confirmations 



Parish events are an important part 
of our community, not just as a vehi-
cle to raise much-needed funds but as 
a way of continuing the social side of 
the parish. This year we have two 
events planned to date with more to 
come. Our annual parish dinner will 
take place on the 10th May this year. 

No theme has yet been decided for 
the event but previous years have 
been very popular so watch the parish 
newsletter for when tickets will be 
available! In September, we will be 
holding the annual Quiz Night again 
a very popular event. We are also 
considering a parish barbecue during 

the summer months and 
perhaps a race night or 
puddings galore event 
during the Autumn. Sup-
porting your parish at 
these events is impor-
tant—and fun too - and 
all are welcome. 

(that’s the gift aid) of nearly £4,000 or an 
additional 17%. We are sure that there is 
more for us to gain through this route.  

The parish also benefits from Father Ari-
kat’s chaplaincy which contributes £6,650 
per annum, slightly more than Father 
costs the parish.  

The rest of our income comes from a 
number of other sources including our 
social activities, parish hall fees and the 
―100‖ Club.  

Our parish costs have increased by £3,400 
over 2006. In the last year, £4,000 was 
spent on the church maintenance includ-
ing the interior painting. We also paid off 
another £6,000 from the loan we took out 
with the Diocese to build our church. In 
2007, it cost over £9,000 to run the 
Church with an additional £7,000 in 
expenses for the bungalow and less than 
£6,000 for Father Arikat.  

Overall, we have improved our financial 
position, but we are still below the Dioce-
san recommendation of having a surplus 
of one year’s expense.  

In 2008, we have a number of significant 
expenses. These include the purchase of 
blinds for the parish room to improve its 
privacy and retain heat. We must also 
continue to repay the Diocesan loan by £6 
000 per annum.  

Looking to the future, we need to refur-
bish the kitchen and include a dish-
washer. We also recognize the ongoing 

Last year, we reported that it was essen-
tial for the parish to increase its income 
for three main reasons. Firstly, in benefit-
ing from Father Arikat as our dedicated 
priest, our parish needed additional 
money to pay for his accommodation 
and expenses. Secondly, we needed to 
repaint the interior of the church. 
Thirdly, given that the church is 13 years 
old, we needed to complete essential 
work to maintain its structure and integ-
rity so it lasts for many more years. We 
are pleased to say that both the painting 
and essential maintenance work has now 
been completed. During 2007, you in-
creased our income by £8,000. This was 
in four main areas: Firstly, your offerto-
ries increased by £4,000 against the previ-
ous year. Secondly, our social functions 
were well attended and raised £2,000. 
Thirdly, more parishioners have elected 
to have their contributions gift aided 
enabling the parish to increase the 
amount of tax refunded by £1,300 in 
2007. Finally, our new ―100‖ Club raised 
£900 for the parish.  

Our parish income is derived a number 
of sources. The majority, as you would 
expect, comes from the offertories and 
amounts to nearly £23,000. However, we 
are not currently seeing any further in-
crease due primarily to a stable number 
of parishioners attending mass at the 
moment.  

We have received a tax refund on a sig-
nificant number of these offertories 

New Parish Events in 2008 

News from the Finance Committee  
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Greenfest 2008—Churches Together Celebration 
organising a weekend festival in Bal-
sall Common on 19th and 20th July 
called GreenFest ’08, to reflect our 
Christian care of the planet.   

On Saturday 19th July, there will be 
an all-day fair, with stalls and activi-
ties, on the unused office car park 
between the Co-op car park and the 
Station Road shops.  If we can get 
permission, we would also like to 
close that section of Station Road to 

You may have 
heard of Hope 
2008, an initiative 
e n c o u r a g i n g 
churches of all 
denominations to 
work together in 
p r o j e c t s  a n d 
events: “to do more, 

do it together and do it in word and deed”.  
In response to Hope 2008, Churches 
Together in Balsall and Berkswell are 

traffic for the day, encourage those 
who can to walk to the shops, and 
provide a shuttle service for those 
who cannot.   

On the Sunday, some of the churches 
(St Peter’s, the Methodists and 
Bridgeway) are planning an open air 
morning service, and, in the after-
noon, a walk will be organised for 
everyone who would like to come. 

Read more on our new web site! - see back page for details 

problem we have with parking on a 
Sunday morning and have begun to 
explore the opportunity of extending 
the car park into the adjacent field 
over the coming years at a cost of 
over £25 000.  

What does the parish need from you 
from a financial perspective in 2008?  

We would like to ask you to review 
your contributions to the church for 
the forthcoming year. Any increase 
you can make will be gratefully re-
ceived. If you are a taxpayer and have 
not yet registered for GIFT AID, 
please do so as this does not cost you 
anything but benefits the parish sig-
nificantly. 

Finally, if we are to grow and thrive, 
we would ask you to encourage other 
Catholics that you may know living 
locally to come and join our parish. 
We have a fantastic Catholic commu-
nity here in Balsall Common and you 
are welcome to be a part of it. 



Key to Pictures  

Visit our website at www.brgparish.org.uk today! 
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The next version of this 
occasional newsletter is 

planned for Christmas 2008. 
Please contact Ian Clarke on  

01676 533 931, email  
brgseasonal@brgparish.org.uk 
or visit us online and leave us 
a message in the Guest book if 
you want to provide feedback 

or suggestions for content 

Sunday Mass is celebrated 
at 9.30am 

Weekday Mass on 
Tuesdays at 7.30pm and 

first Friday of each month 
at 9.15am. 

Mass on Holydays is at 
7.30pm. 

Fr Sebastian hears 
confessions from 8.30am to 

9.00am every Sunday. 

Christmas to Easter - Our Parish in Pictures 

Scenes from a house mass held at 
Knights Court in Balsall Common, 
First Holy Communion candidates, 
Confirmation candidates, pictures 
from the HCPT Coffee Evening. 

If you would like to see any of your 
photographs of parish events appear 
in our next bulletin, please contact 

Ian Clarke. 


