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Dear Friends, 

May I wish you a happy Easter.  May 
the risen Lord fill your heart with his 
peace and joy.  As you enter into the 
church today, you may struggle with 
understanding how the Church can 
be instituted by Christ whilst her 
members  can engage in sinful or 
scandalous  behaviour. 

As we express  our great sympathy 
and support to the victims, we affirm 
that sin is  sin wherever it is 
committed.  It is  always good to 

understand that the Catholic church 
is  made up of people who are 
sinners  all, from the pope to the 
youngest child who has attained the 
age of reason, whose baptism has 
justified them but who remain free to 
choose against God.  

The Catholic Church’s  mission and 
task is  to sanctify her members  and 
evangelise the entire world. While 
scandal is  always  a cause of great 
dismay and sorrow, it must also be 
viewed from the perspective of 
redemption : much pain and 
suffering are the result of sin, but 
God in his  infinite mercy grants 

forgiveness  to the repented  and , by 
grace can bring good out of all 
situations.   

As Catholics  we are very much 
encouraged to pray for the victims, 
their families, for those who are 
engaged in scandalous  behaviour, to 
pray for bishops, priests  and deacons 
and for the Christian community in 
general.  May the Risen Lord be the 
answer for all your struggles  and 
sufferings.

Yours truly,
Fr. Sebastian Arikat

z Father Sebastian Writes z
Each newsletter, our priest, Father Sebastian writes a message to our 

parishioners, friends and visitors to our parish.

Blessed Robert Grissold 
Catholic Church

E A S T E R  2 0 1 0  E D I T I O N

A  C O M M U N I T Y  B A S E D  O N  W O R D ,  A L T A R  A N D  C H A R I T Y

May the Peace 
of the risen Lord 
be with you this 

Easter

During Lent we have been honoured 
by Fr Sebastian celebrating Mass in 
several homes.  

We began at Rose Court Retirement 
Home followed by five parishioners’ 
homes  situated around Balsall 

Common.  Fr Sebastian made every 
Mass  is  a special occasion and an 
opportunity to share personal prayer 
with friends.  Everyone was  welcome 
and many parishioners  and friends 
attended. This  is  the first time we 
have had house Masses  and everyone 

agreed that it had been a success.  
We hope they will become a regular 
feature during Lent.  Our thanks  go 
Father Sebastian for his  time and 
effort, and to our hosts  for their 
hospitality.

Kevin and Sue McGovern

LENT HOUSE MASSES

100 CLUB
Since it was re-started 3 years  ago 
the 100 Club has raised over £1900 
for the parish and paid out an equal 
amount in prize money. There are 

monthly prizes  of £25, £15, and 
£10 and it costs  only £15 a year for 
a chance to win. Why not join now, 
and help towards  additional church 

funds, while having a little bit of fun 
too? Please see Chris  Burleigh or 
John McLellan for further details.

John McLellan & Chris Burleigh



BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS & 
FUNERALS

Congratulations to Kathryn Ritche and 
Benjamin Humphries who were 
baptised in our church recently. We 
welcome them into the family of  God.

Also, congratulations to Jose V George 
and John Gincy who were married in 
our church in the last few months.

Sadly, we also must say farewell to Jessie 
Cotterill, one of our parishioners  who 
died recently.

FIRST COMMUNION

Five children from our church our 
preparing to receive the sacraments of 
Reconciliation and Holy Communion 
for the first time. 

Katie, Joe,  Eoin, Thomas  and Tom will 
make their first Holy Communions 
during our Sunday morning  mass on 
13 June.  

Please pray for the children and their 
families as they continue their classes to 
learn more about our faith and the 
Sacraments.

CONFIRMATIONS

On Sunday 18th April, Bishop William 
Kenny will visit our parish to confer the 
Sacrament of Confirmation at the 9.30 
a.m. Mass.   Eight young people: 
Christopher, Simon, Adam, David, 
Matthew, Hannah, Tara and Kathryn 
have been busy preparing for the 
Sacrament.  The Confirmandi, and 
their parents, would appreciate the 
support of the parish on this  special 
occasion.  

Afterwards, everyone will be welcome 
t o j o i n t h e C o n fi r m a n d i f o r 
refreshments and have the opportunity 
to meet Bishop Kenny.

Teresa Green

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF 
PRAYER

The church was alive with colour and 
music on Friday 5th March, when we 
played host to the annual Churches 
Together in Balsall and Berkswell 
celebration of the  Women’s World Day 
of Prayer.  This  year’s  service was 
prepared by the women of Cameroon, 
with the theme “Let everything that has 
breath praise God”.   Some of the 
congregation dressed in traditional 
African clothes, and the service started 
and ended with a procession with flags 
and percussion.  Jo Rathbone, from the 
Coventry branch of the World Trade 
Movement, spoke about Trade Justice 
and its effect on developing nations 
such as Cameroon.  Afterwards, we 
enjoyed tea,  coffee and cakes in the 
Parish room.

MILLENNIUM PROJECT

We have had one Breakfast so far this 
year which raised £185 including 
donations.  A further £50 was counted 
from our Bottle making a total of 
£235.  This money has  been sent to Fr 
Ed to help with his work for the poor 
people in his large Parish of San 
Benito, on the outskirts of  Lima, Peru.

Our Parish has been helping Fr Ed for 
11 years and so far we have sent him 
£11,895 and also raised £3,119 in 
donations and sales of Peruvian 
handicrafts. This money has a greater 
spending power in Peru than here in 
the UK......at present it is about 5 times 
as much.

Our Breakfasts  are always  well 
supported and we enjoy a chat and also 
welcome new people to our Parish.  
The Bottle never empties and everyone 
can donate their small change to this 

very worthwhile cause, in fact there are 
several people outside our Parish who 
regularly donate.

Fr Ed is  delighted with our efforts  and is 
very grateful for our regular donations 
over the years.  He has sent us  some 
photos to show us the work he is  doing 
with his  helpers  in the prevention of 
malnutrition among the children under 
5 years of age. This is a community 
project to show the mothers how to 
feed their young children so that they 
will grow up to be healthy and is part of 
the Kindergarten facility which we are 
helping to support.

Later this  year Fr Ed is hoping to send 
us some more handicrafts and a few 
small arpilleras  (pictures of Peruvian 
life) and next year he is hoping to visit 
us.........we will look forward to this. 

Sue McGovern

HCPT - GROUP 83

A Coffee Evening was held at our 
church on 22 February to raise funds to 
enable six young people and their 
helpers of Group 83 of HCPT to visit 
Lourdes at Easter. The sale of 
refreshments, preserves, handicrafts and 
toiletries, along with the refreshments 
and raffle, raised a magnificent total of 
£1,646.92. Paul Stevens, leader of 
Group 83, thanked our parishioners on 
behalf of the group and promised that 
we will be remembered in their prayers 
in Lourdes.

CURRY EVENING 

Parishioners enjoyed a meal and 
entertainment with an Indian flavour 
on 6th February at the Curry Evening 
in our Parish room.  Members of the 
Keralan community served a delicious 
meal of traditional dishes.  Afterwards, 
members of Jesus Youth performed 
dances to entertain us - street dance 
with a hint of Bollywood, which they 



had choreographed themselves.  The 
event was  enjoyed by all and raised 
funds for the work of  Jesus Youth.

PARISH MEAL 

St Patrick’s night was suitably 
celebrated on March 20th with a 3 
course dinner to which over 60 
parishioners supported.

The hall was duly over decorated for 
the evening and all were entertained, 
after dinner, to a variety of Irish songs 
sung by a group of parishioners and a 
superb solo, on the accordion, by 
Stefan Hunka. The evening was  a huge 
success and was enjoyed by all.

We raised over £1,050 for church funds 
and all are thanked for their support.

Pam Martin

ALTON CASTLE RETREAT

At the end of February 2010,  some of 
the girls from our parish,  Ruth Keane, 
Catherine McLelland, Kathryn Green, 
Eleisha O’Brien and Hannah Clarke, 
went to Alton Castle for a youth retreat. 
This is their report.

“We had a great time at Alton Castle, 
the food was lovely, the staff were really 
nice and the activities were brilliant. We 
all shared a dormitory with some very 
nice girls  of our age who had a great 
sense of humour and had lots of 
midnight feasts  and did not go to bed 
till half  eleven!

Each day, after morning prayers, there 
were activities  that were really fun. We 
got split into groups so that we could 
get to know other people. The activities 
were indoor rock-c l imbing, an 
adventure course which included a 

number of obstacles such as  a balance 
beam, a wobbly bridge, a cargo net, a 
zip wire, and an underground tunnel 
and trekking which was the best 
because we got to stroke some horses 
and got really muddy! During the 
activities we prayed and did some 
meditation. Sometimes  the instructors 
also told us bible stories. We prayed 
every morning and evening and had to 
say grace before every meal. The 
prayers helped us to understand God 
more.

Alton Castle was  a great experience 
because it had lots of new activities; 
interesting things  to do and we learnt a 
lot about God. We would absolutely 
love to go back next year if we got the 
chance again.”

Hannah Clarke & Catherine McLelland

VISIT TO THE LOURDES

Janina and Maureen spent a week at 
Hosanna House, near Lourdes  last 
September. Janina says  “I  had a 
wonderful week. Everyone was so 
friendly. It was  a real home from home. 
There was a chapel,  so we had daily 
Mass. All our medical needs were well 
catered for. I found the whole week very 
uplifting. I only wish I had done it 
earlier in my life!”

Maureen Carroll

OLDER PARISHIONERS GET 
TOGETHER

Apart from being snowed off in 
January, the monthly ‘Get Togethers’ 
for our older parishioners have 
continued with coffee, rolls, soup, cake, 
trifle…and chat being readily available! 
We plan to mount our first expedition 
as  soon as the weather improves  and 
are seeking two more top (unpaid!) 
chauffeurs to help us with transport.  If 

you are interested in helping please 
contact Bysshe Gibbs.

Bysshe Gibbs

AID TO THE CHURCH IN  
NEED  

David Jenkins from Aid to the Church 
in Need visited us at our Sunday mass 
on 7th February to tell us  about the 
organisation and their work in 
support ing Chris t ians who are 
persecuted or oppressed because of 
their faith, in over 130 countries around 
the world. For more information, please 
see the Aid to the Church in Need 
website: www.acnuk.org.

WORLD YOUTH DAY 

Hola todo el mundo!

Father Sebastian has asked that Blessed 
Robert Grissold sends a representative 
for World Youth Day. This is to be held 
in Madrid August 2011. He has 
proposed that Emily Green, a long-
standing altar server, be given this 
opportunity and suggests  that the 
parish offers some financial support in 
order for her to have this once in a life-
time experience. Consequently, some 
fund-raising events will be arranged 
during the forth coming year. 

Muchas Gracias!

Next newsletter will published for Christmas 2010. Please email articles and photographs to 
newsletter@brgparish.org.uk
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