Other events such as a meal, a games night and
another trip to Haigs restaurant are also being
considered.
If you have ideas for a fundraising event or would
like to get involved, please speak to anyone who
attends Parish Council meetings – or even better, come along to a meeting yourself. See the
weekly bulletin for details of the time and date of.

in our parish, including Godfrey Chesshire, Bob
Jones and Joe Martin, all of whom would welcome an opportunity of giving you further information about its activities and aims.
The photograph above shows two members of a
local Circle providing Christmas entertainment for
members. Do you recognise the member on the
left? Godfrey Chesshire
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Baptisms and Weddings
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Newsletter

On Saturday 27th January, we welcomed into our
parish family Anna Jane Powell, daughter of Andrew & Corinne who was baptised that morning.
Congratulations also to Claire Grace Ryder who
was welcomed into our parish family on the 17th
March.
Congratulations in advance to Sarah Elizabeth
Martin and Kristen Alan Westall who will be married in our church on Monday 1st April. We wish
them happiness and very best wishes.

Welcome!
The Catenian Association provides a social network which helps Catholic lay men live out their
various vocations as husband, father, friend, work
colleague, committed Christian and active Catholic.
Help is offered to members (and their families)
through both practical and spiritual support: by
steadfast friendship in times of trouble; by offering
financial help when needed; and through prayer.
This support continues with on-going concern for
a deceased member’s widow and dependents.
Support is based on deep and lasting friendships,
which are uniquely built upon the firm foundation
of a shared faith.
Friendship is developed by members meeting
monthly in their local Circle or Group for a formal meeting, followed by the sharing of a meal
or other refreshments, and by providing a varied
social programme in which wives and families are
fully involved, all members are entitled to visit any
Catenian meeting anywhere in the world.
There are several members of the Association

A Community based on Faith, Altar and the Word

Father Soji Writes
On 10th February, we welcomed Father Soji’s
Diocesan Bishop. Bishop Jacob Manathodath,
Bishop of Palghat visited our parish and celebrated mass for us.

Blessed Robert Grissold Roman Catholic Church, Balsall Common
Priest in Charge: Father Soji Olikkal, 4B Oxhayes Close, Balsall Common CV7 7PS Tel: 01676 532794
Email: parishpriest@brgparish.org.uk www.brgparish.org.uk Registered as Charity No. 234216
Sunday Mass is celebrated at 9.30am, Weekday Mass on Tuesdays at 7.30pm and
first Friday of each month at 9.15am. Mass on Holy days is at 7.30pm.
Next newsletter is published Christmas 2013. Please send submissions to newsletter @brgparish.org.uk

The Bible tells us
that when the stone
that sealed Jesus’
tomb, was found
rolled away, a great
event unfolded. This stone, which had secured
the tomb tightly, was not rolled away to allow
Jesus could leave. It was rolled away so that
Peter, John, and Mary Magdalene and the other
women could witness the great power of His
resurrection. As they approached the tomb they
saw an amazing sight, one which changed their
lives forever. They were filled with new power
and zeal and wanted to run quickly to spread
the Good News that Jesus had indeed risen
from the dead, Today, it is their witness that we
still believe and hold close to our hearts.

livelihoods, their possessions, and everything
they had, for the love of Christ and spoke boldly
about His salvation as they preached the Good
News.
In our own times, Jesus still moves obstacles
that bar our way like the stone that sealed the
tomb. He invites us to be like Peter, John, and
Mary Magdalene, and see His truth in a new
way, with fresh eyes and a faith that comes to
life once again. During this Year of Faith, Jesus
invites us to grow in a deeper relationship with
Him and bear witness to Him. Just as our Lord
opened “the door of faith” (Acts 14:27) to the
early apostles, he opens that same door to all
of us.

However, sometimes we are faced with stones
in our lives which keep us away from growing
After the stone that had sealed the tomb was in our faith or bearing witness to Christ. It could
rolled away, the hearts and minds of the dis- be stones of hardship, sickness, sadness, fear,
ciples were enlightened and the power of the loneliness, lack of faith, or lack of zeal. The
Holy Spirit came upon them. They gave up their same power that raised Christ from the dead is

available to all of us to enable us to overcome our
obstacles and walk with the Spirit. It is by the power
of Christ’s resurrection that we can consider ourselves dead to sin and alive to God.

noticed that Maureen has not had her usual coffee
evening around February/March. Instead, she is
hoping to hold one a little later once things have
settled down!

To have the stone rolled away means we no longer
live in the darkness of sin, but live in the light, according to the grace we have been given. Just as
Jesus rose from the dead to new life, we too are
challenged to live a new life, filled with the Holy
Spirit. “Like as Christ was raised from the dead…
so we also should walk in newness of life” (Romans 6:4).

Despite not having a coffee evening, we have been
fortunate to continue to receive donations from
people within the Parish at Blessed Robert Grissold as well as from further afield. These donations may not seem much when you make them,
but they mean so much to the group.

In order to fully embrace this new life in Christ, and
become powerful and credible witnesses for Him,
we must pursue holiness. To grow steadily in holiness, we need our own personal encounter with
Jesus through prayer each day.
This Easter, let us ask our Lord to roll the stones
in our life away so that we can clearly see Jesus
as our Lord and Saviour, and bear witness to Him.
May the Risen Lord strengthen us, guide us, and
bless each one of us and our families. Alleluia!
Fr. Soji Olikkal

Healing Mass

We continue to hold our healing mass each month,
which has now moved to a regular date of the last
Tuesday of each month. The healing service includes reciting of the Rosary, intercessory prayers,
a mass, laying on of hands, and adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament. We have welcomed a number
of visiting priests and guest speakers, including Father David Keniri.
Everyone is welcome to the healing services –
please see our weekly bulletin for dates and times.
Ellie Clarke

HCPT Group 83
So Group 83 is off to Lourdes! It seems to have
come round very quickly this year with Easter being so early. Our flight is, fortunately, not so early
this year! We have been busy since Christmas
finalizing the group numbers of both helpers and
children, holding group meetings and ensuring we
have everything we need ready for the off!
On 16th March we had our final preparation day
with all the helpers and young people together. We
did some peg painting (feel free to ask a member of
the group!) bracelet making and we shared lunch.
The wonderful British spring weather meant we
were unable to get outside for our usual games on
the field, but it was a good day and we all came
away feeling very excited about our pilgrimage!
With all that has been going on, I’m sure you have

I continue to be grateful for the support of this parish and am always blown away by your generosity. You will all be remembered at the Grotto in
Lourdes. Thank you. Ann-Marie

Millennium Project

A small group of parishioners began this Project in
February 1999, to help the poor people in Peru. Fr

Pat Sayles, a Columban Father had already been
working there with other Columban Priests and he
knew how poor the area around Lima was.
Another Columban, Fr Ed O’Connell, was about to
go out to Lima to work with the people living in the
shanty towns on the outskirts of the city and we
decided to help him as a project for the new Millennium.
Fr Pat suggested that we started ‘Our Bottle’ for
small change and from there we went onto Breakfasts. Later we sold Peruvian handicrafts made by
the ladies of Lima.
We try to have 4 ‘Breakfasts’ a year and it is a
chance for our community to meet for a chat and
also to welcome new parishioners to Blessed Robert Grissold Church.
Our recent ‘Breakfast No 51, raised £185 including generous donations. This amount will be sent
to Fr Ed in the next week and will have a spending
power of £925 in Peru. Our total so far is £14,000
which will be valued at £70,000 in Peru.
Our thanks go to everyone in the Parish for your
support and help throughout the year. For more
information see the website: www.warmihuasi.org.
Sue McGovern

Helping Hands
During Advent we achieved an amazing collection of goods for homeless and poorer families in
North Solihull. We decided to do the same during
the Sundays of Lent. We collected a wide variety
of foodstuffs for the charity. Thank you! Godfrey
Chesshire

Women’s World Day of Prayer
A number of our parishioners attended and contrib-

uted to the Churches Together in Balsall and Berkswell service to celebrate the Women’s World Day
of Prayer on Friday 1st March, which was held at
the Methodist Church.
The Women’s World Day of Prayer is a global, ecumenical movement, organised and led by Christian
women and celebrated in over 170 countries. Each
year, the service is prepared by the women of a different country.
This year’s service was prepared by the women
of France, with a theme of “I was a stranger and
you welcomed me”. The service featured readings,
prayers, and hymns, as well as a specially written
song – in French!
After the service, everyone was invited to the
church hall for refreshments including some delicious home-made cakes. Ellie Clarke

Parishioners’ Get Together

We usually meet on the first Wednesday morning
of each month. Since Christmas we have enjoyed
coffee and cakes and a soup lunch with excellent
desert which was shared by Fathers Tom, George
and Soji and also by Sister Meena.
We are planning outings in the Summer once the
weather has improved, more details will be published in the Sunday bulletins. Judith Gibbs

Youth Group
Our youth group continues to meet once or twice
a term. The young people are always enthusiastic
about any new challenges and in February we met
to present a fair trade display for the churches together fair trade meal.
We are in need of some new leaders and if you
feel you can help please contact Claire Keane at
Charlesandclairekeane@gmail.com. Claire Keane

Finance

During 2012, parish expenditure steeply increased
to £41,200 including a number of one-off items
such as a new hot water boiler for the kitchen, a
new radiator and central heating boiler as well as a
number of repairs.

Our income was up to £39,800 but, despite this,
the parish still had a deficit of £1,400. The parish
appeal for ‘an extra £1 per week’ did result in an
increase in collections and enabled us to nearly
cover the additional renovations and replacements
this year.
However, the great majority of regular offerings
have remained at the same level for the last 3
years. We plan to make further appeals to our parishioners in the near future. Bob Jones

Music

A dedicated group of volunteer musicians help to
ensure that our Sunday masses are celebrated in
song as well as word. Linda Chesshire accompanies our hymns and sung mass at least once a
month. Kathryn Green, a talented young organist
also plays for us regularly. The instrumental group,
which includes keyboards, guitars and clarinet,
plays on two Sundays each month. On Sundays
when there are no “live” musicians to play for us,
we play back hymns that have been recorded and
stored in our organ, to ensure that we still have music in our mass celebration.
The choir sings at our major feasts and celebrations, and since Christmas have worked hard to
prepare music for the Easter services. The repertoire covers a wide range of styles, from traditional
chant to modern-day pieces. This Easter the choir
will be singing a piece by Elizabethan composer,
Thomas Morley.
The hard work and dedication of our singers and
musicians ensures that we have a high standard of
music in our masses throughout the year.
If you are a musician or a singer and would like
to contribute to the music in our parish, we would
love to hear from you. Please contact Ian or Ellie
Clarke on 01676 533931 or email iehclarke@btinternet.com
In February 2012, our instrumental group introduced a new Mass Setting for Sunday Mass. This
new setting bring us fully into line with the liturgical
requirements of the New Mass. It has been written
by the well known writer Mike Stanley and is being
sung in many other parishes already. The one exception is the ‘Lamb of God’ where we will continue
using the one taken from Chris Kearl’s Mass which
is already ‘compliant’. We hope you enjoy the new
settings. Ian Clarke

Future Events
A number of social and fundraising events are already planned for the rest of the year such as a
cake sale in June and the popular Quiz Night in
October.

