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I have seen the Lord!
“Early on the first day of 
the week, while it was 
still dark, Mary Magda-
lene came to the tomb 
and saw that the stone 
had been removed from 

the tomb” (John 20:1). Mary’s heart of devotion and 
love for the Lord made her come to the tomb while 
others slept. She remembered and believed every 
word the Lord had spoken of His resurrection on the 
third day. She was confident of the promises of the 
Lord. And just like King David, she sought only her 
Lord. “One thing I asked of the Lord, that will I seek: 
to live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, 
to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in 
his temple” (Psalm 27:4).
One can understand how fast her heart was beating 
when she found that the stone had been removed 
from the tomb. Overcome with joy, she ran to the 
apostles to tell them the good news. When Peter 
and John reached the tomb, they saw the linen 
wrappings used for covering the body of Jesus; but 
not the body. “The disciples returned to their homes” 
(John 20:10).
But Mary refused to go back. She stood weeping 
outside the tomb. She loved the Lord so much that 

she was determined to be there and wait for her 
Lord. Her wait and her love for the Lord was reward-
ed. Jesus appeared to her and called her, “Mary!” 
The resurrected Lord knows each one of us by our 
names! This Easter, Jesus once again reminds us 
that our sorrow will turn into joy. In the emptiness 
of our lives, wait upon the Lord, He will answer our 
prayers. Once Jesus revealed to St. Faustina that 
the angels experience a holy envy for humans for 
two reasons: we can receive Holy Communion and 
we can suffer - meaning we receive abundant graces 
by uniting our suffering with the sufferings of Jesus!
Mary runs and announces to the disciples, “I have 
seen the Lord”. Mary shares her experience of the 
Risen Lord. That is what happens when we experi-
ence the love of Jesus in our hearts. The richness of 
His love cannot be hidden under a lampstand but is 
meant to be shown to the world!  
The crucifixion and resurrection of our Lord is cen-
tral to our faith. This Easter, let us not ‘return back 
home’ like the disciples with the memory of another 
Easter being spent well, but let us continue the Eas-
ter message of our Lord’s love to others.
 May the Risen Lord grant us the zeal to serve Him and 
abundant joy to spread His message of love to those 
who need the touch of Jesus in their lives. Alleluia!  
Fr. Soji Olikkal

Father Soji Writes

This year, the weather has enabled us to hold a meet-
ing every 1st Wednesday so far  -  a record! Each 
time we have varied the activity, enjoying a soup and 
dessert lunch; a visit to Blooms Garden Centre and, 
last time had a good old natter over cakes and coffee 
in the Parish Room.  Details of future meetings will be 
in the Sunday Bulletin. Judith Gibbs  
Finance 
We are ticking over on an even keel and although 
we have been faced with a number of expenses in 
the presbytery, the Keralan community have funded 
most of these. Sadly we have had no increase in the 
amount we receive from offertories since 2012 and 
since this accounts for 62% of our income this re-
mains a matter of concern. Our average weekly spend 
is £686 and our average weekly income is £716- too 
close for comfort!
There is some good news though; the Inland Rev-
enue have changed their rules with the effect that 
we are now able to claim relief on all the offertories 
i.e.including the loose plate cash with the result that 
we have just submitted a claim for the tax year just 
ended, for £943 - very welcome free cash!
We are aware that significant monies need to be spent 
on the church in renewals and replacements and are 
planning our way forward on that. Bob Jones 
Parish Events
Concurrent with our last issue we were appreciating 
the splendid Christmas musical liturgy arranged for 
us in their usual proficient way by Ian & Ellie Clarke.  
We are grateful for all they do for our liturgy.
On the 19th January on behalf of Churches Together 
in Balsall & Berkswell, we hosted the annual Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity, attended by members of all 
six member churches.
We bade a sad farewell to John Cawley, for many 
years Head Teacher of St George & St Teresa Prima-
ry School and for even more years a member of our 
parish. Our sympathy goes to Ros and their family.
In February we enjoyed another Curry Evening with 
a splendid feast provide by our friends from the Ker-
ala Community. Talking of the Kerala Community we 
have welcomed another Father Sebastian to assist 
Father Soji in his work and we wish Jackson well and 
congratulations as he leaves for the United States in 
order to be married. Godfrey Chesshire
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Early Bird Lenten Mass 
It seemed like a good idea when the idea was first 
raised at Parish Council – to have a mass one morning 
a week during Lent, early enough that people could at-
tend it before they went to work.  It would enable those 
of us who have other commitments on a Tuesday eve-
ning to attend a weekday mass, and was also in the 
Lenten spirit of “doing something extra”.  Then Fr Soji 
suggested 6.30am and I started to wonder if it was such 
a good idea after all…
The reality really hit on a cold Thursday morning, the 
day after Ash Wednesday, when we found ourselves 
leaving the house at a time I would normally still be 
blissfully asleep.  There were about a dozen of us there 
(some as bleary-eyed as me, some looking remarkably 
awake!) which made mass in the sacristy a cosy oc-
casion.  The mass itself was relatively short, but as I 
headed home for a quick shower and some breakfast, I 
felt lifted up, and ready for the day.
The numbers have remained fairly steady since then, 
with between 10 and 16 people attending each Thurs-
day 6.30am mass, including a couple of our younger 
parishioners.  Getting up has been a bit of a challenge, 
and I haven’t made it every week – but it does feel as 
if I’ve done something worthwhile as part of my Lenten 
observance.
On behalf of the Thursday morning “Early Birds” I would 
like to say thank you to Fr Soji and Fr Sebastian for say-
ing the mass for us each week. Ellie Clarke

First Holy Communicants 

On 22nd June, the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body 
and Blood of the Lord (also known as Corpus Christi), 
four of our young parishioners will make their First Holy 
Communion at our 9.30 am Sunday mass.
Caitlin, Carys, Erin and Ethan have been attending 
classes since January to prepare for this, and for the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation.  All four of the children 
have joined in discussions and activities with enthusi-
asm and enjoyment.  
Each week we share our “Ripples of Love” stories – 
how we have followed Jesus’ commandment to “love 
one another”, as well as working through our work-
books, and learning about forgiveness. Next term we 
will be looking in detail at the different parts of the mass.
Please pray for the four children and their families as 
they continue to prepare for this important occasion.  It 

is always a great pleasure to see young people make 
their First Holy Communion in our church, and I hope 
as many parishioners as possible will be able to join 
Caitlin, Carys, Erin and Ethan, their families and their 
guests on 22nd June for mass – and a bit of a celebra-
tion in the Parish Room afterwards! Ellie Clarke

Eucharistic Ministers 
There are now fifteen Eucharistic Ministers working in 
our parish including two new ones, Grace Brennan & 
Stefan Hunka.
Throughout the year, they have helped Father Soji each 
Sunday and during the week distributing Communion 
during Mass.They also take Communion to the house-
bound and to sick parishioners on most Sundays. 
Recently eight of them took part in An Evening of Rec-
ollection at Maryvale on April 10th. Many thanks for 
all their hard work and welcome to Grace and Stefan! 
Maureen Carroll

HCPT Group 83 

Group 83 are (just about!) ready for our 40th pilgrim-
age!  Since Christmas our group has gradually grown 
and there are now 17 of us travelling to Lourdes - 11 
helpers and 6 children.  

We have been busy getting all the paperwork sorted 
and doing lots of fundraising.  On 30th March 4 mem-
bers of the group and 3 of our supporters completed a 
sponsored walk of about 8 miles in Coventry.  Thank 
you to everyone who supported this; we have raised 
well over £1000.  This is fantastic and means we have 
more than covered the fare of another child.  

On 5th April we had our final group meeting before we 
leave for Lourdes, where we painted and decorated 
some pegs(!) made prayer bracelets, played games 
and shared lunch.  We got to know each other much 
better and everyone seemed really excited about our 
pilgrimage.  

Now to complete those final jobs, and we will be on our 
way!  As always, I am most grateful for the support of 
the parish at Blessed Robert Grissold, without which we 
would not be able to offer children this amazing experi-
ence.  We will remember you all at the Grotto.  Ann-
Marie 

Millennium Project 
The Millenium Project was formed out of the desire, 
within the parich, to do something to help the poor dur-
ing the new Millennium. 
For many years the Columban Fathers from Knowle 
used to say Mass at our church on alternate Sundays 
for which we were very grateful. 
Helped by Fr Pat Sayles we decided to contact Fr Ed 
O’Connell, a Columban Priest who was about to go to 
Peru to work in the shanty towns of Lima Peru. We be-
gan on February 2nd 1999 by filling Smartie tubes with 
small change, which then went into our Bottle. 
Our first Breakfast was on 2nd May 1999 and so it all 
started. During these 15 years we have sent £14,704 to 
Fr Ed. and sold £3,860 of Peruvian crafts. 
In the week of Sunday 12th January, a further £120 was 
sent to Fr Ed in Peru, £88 of which was counted from 
our Bottle, £20 from the sale of Peruvian crafts and £12 
from the Christmas cards to the Parish. Fr Ed was very 
grateful and will use the money to improve the lives of 
the poor people living in the outskirts of Lima. 
Millennium Breakfast No. 54, took place on 2nd March. 
The usual fare of orange juice, warm croissants, toast, 
butter & jam, tea/coffee was available. The breakfast 
raised a further £142 (with a spending power of £710 in 
Peru!) and our thanks go to everyone for your generous 
donations. Sue McGovern

Helping Hands 
“For I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty 
and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took 
Me in” Matthew 25:35
Two years ago we introduced the parish to ‘Helping 
Hands’, a charity established by the Renewal Christian 
Centre in Solihull. We were invited to join the team in a 
spirit of friendship and fellowship to help feed the hun-
gry in our community.
A container was placed in the narthex every Sunday for 
donations. We suggested that you added an extra tin 
or packet of food to your weekly shopping list and bring 
it with you and deposit it in the container.  We recom-
mended that the following items be collected:
Tinned; stews, soups, casseroles, curry, corned beef, 
ham, spam, peas, baked beans, spaghetti, carrots, to-
matoes, rice pudding, sponge pudding, fruit, custard
Packets; rice, pasta, spaghetti, sugar, tea bags, cere-
als, longlife milk
Jars; jam, fish, & meat spreads, pasta sauce
Toiletries; shower gel, soap, toothpaste, tooth brushes, 
deodorants, toilet rolls
Initially we planned to make the container available dur-
ing Lent and Advent only.  However the response was 
so outstanding, and at the request of several parishio-
ners it is now available every Sunday.  
By the end of every month it is full again and the con-
tents are made available for the growing number of 
people in need across the Borough of Solihull. 

Thank you for you continued support. Godfrey 
Chesshire

Women’s World Day of Prayer 
On the 7th of March, I attended the Women’s World Day 
of Prayer service. The six churches in our local Church-
es Together take it in turns to host the service. This year 
it was at St. Swithin’s Church in Barston.  I had never 
been to this church before and it was interesting to see 
a church building which is quite different to ours. St. 
Swithins is an old church and for its grand exterior it is 
fairly small inside, but the welcome was just as warm as 
it is with our church. 
The WWDP service, written by Christian women, is held 
on the first Friday of March each year. All are welcome 
to attend – men, women and children. Each year it’s 
prepared by women of a different country; this year it 
was Egypt. 
The selected country and its people, becomes the focus 
of the world’s prayers on the day itself. The first service 
of the day takes place on the Island of Samoa as dawn 
breaks. The world is then circled in prayer for 36 hours 
and the service is celebrated in over 170 countries until 
the last one of this special day takes place on American 
Samoa.
As well as Bible readings, prayers and hymns (of which 
I learnt some new ones) the service included readings 
about the women, especially Christian women, in Egypt. 
We also had a guest speaker; I, personally, don’t know 
a lot about Christianity in Egypt so it was very interest-
ing when she told us about the ancient Christian mon-
asteries that exist there including some that are way out 
into the desert. 
Representatives from all 6 churches played an active 
part in the service whether it was reading or taking part 
in the short dramatization of Jesus meeting the Sa-
maritan woman at the well or just being an enthusiastic 
member of the congregation. 
The special character of the WWDP truly represented 
the spirit of Churches Together in our area. 
After the service we gathered in the parish centre for 
some light refreshment. The Lemon Drizzle cake might 
not be a traditional Egyptian dish but it was delicious 
nonetheless. Hannah Clarke  

Parishioners’ Get Together 


