Parishioners’ Get Together

Around 12 to 16 parishioners and friends meet on the
first Wednesday of each month for a friendly chat over
a cuppa and cake.
So far this year we’ve stayed ‘at home’ in the parish
room but will be arranging outings when the weather is
warmer. Details of future meetings will be in the Sunday Bulletin. Judith Gibbs

Snail Tales!

The slugs (not snails) were expelled from within BRG
before Christmas. How they first got in remains a
mystery but as they feed on rotting vegetation including
leaves it seems likely they came in as babies in the
leaf mould on the side of our shoes.
Within the church they found sanctuary, with shelter
from predators, warmth, scraps of food and moisture.
In fact, all that a growing creature needs to thrive and
thrive they did with their burgeoning trails reappearing
longer and wider in the last couple of years.
The problem of snagging
and shifting the snails
(as we thought them)
was taken on by the
Maintenance Committee
Dedicated
Rodent
Officer (the DROBRoG)
in 2013. Progress at first
was slow (some would
say snail-like) with the
use of spring traps and
cages trialled. However, once it was realised that slugs
and snails aren’t actually rodents, better progress was
made and more appropriate methods were considered
involving milk or beer, salt and sundry similar poisons.
All, however, were rejected as probably too messy,
slippery or smelly solutions.
The answer, in two parts, came in a vision in bed one
night - nocturnally! Firstly, snails and slugs are mainly nocturnal in their habits! Secondly, their favourite
breakfast is porridge, with no milk or salt. Putting
these facts together, an assault was quickly mounted
at the height of the snail-trail occurrences last October/
November. In four sessions over four weeks, bait was
laid on fresh trails. 25 slugs (no snails) were collected
and disposed of. No more new trails appeared. We
had won!
For those of you who’d like to try this at home before
committing to joining BRG’s elite anti-slug unit, here’s
what you do and when to do it: Any time a new trail, or

trails, appears on your carpet, put down a teaspoon
or less, to taste, of dry porridge oats as bait on each
fresh trail. Go to bed.Get up in the dark of the night
and remove the slugs from the bait into a lidded container (eg. a margarine tub).

Blessed Robert Grissold
Roman Catholic Church

In the morning you can, of course, release your slugs
into the garden. If you’d rather keep your hostas and
lettuces whole, choose some other fate - slugs ARE
pests! In the meantime, Watch this Space. They WILL
be back. The DROBRoG

Parish Boundaries

For some time the Parish Priests of Our Lady of the
Wayside, St. George and St. Teresa and St. Augustine
have been considering making some changes to
Parish Boundaries to run along the lines of the M42
and M40. These pastoral changes are fairly minor,
except for the part of Hockley Heath, currently in Our
Lady of the Wayside, which will go into the Parish of St.
George and St. Teresa, as it is closer to Dorridge. The
new arrangements will impact on school catchment
areas and should make the admission procedures
simpler in the long run. From the point of view of
school admissions, Blessed Robert Grissold is part
of the St George and St Teresa catchment area. The
new arrangement will impact on school admissions
from 1st September 2016. The Parish Boundaries
have been approved by the Archdiocese and come
into effect now.

Congratulations

We
offer
our
congratulations
to
Shirley Thomas who
was received into the
Church on Tuesday
20th January.

We also congratulate
Fr Frank and Sandra who have announced the birth
of their third grandchild, Sophia Catharine Maria who
arrived on Tuesday 3rd February. Many congratulations
to their daughter and son in law Sara and Simon.

Farewell

Since the last newsletter we have said farewell to
the following parishioners who have passed away:
Mary Middleton (aunt of Carol Beck), Agnes Leddy,
Stella Biles, Gordon Aspell (friend of Maureen), Sister
Marguerite (a Selly Park nun), Ruth Windebank (Jean
Henser’s mother) and Pascal O’Gorman. Please
remember them and their loved ones in your prayers.

Easter 2014 Newsletter
Father Frank Writes
A happy Easter to you
all. Easter, and the
celebration of Christ’s
Resurrection is the
centre, the heart of
the Christian year.
The date of Easter
determines the timing of the moveable feasts of
the Church’s calendar. It is upon the date of
Easter that the whole liturgical cycle depends.
The mystery of the Resurrection is represented
by the light of the Paschal candle which is lit at
the Easter Vigil. This light reminds us of the
true Light whose birth was marked by the light
of the star of Bethlehem. It is a light that the
darkness of Golgotha could not extinguish. It
is the Light which is in the midst of the Church,
as represented by the candles held by the
congregation at the Easter Vigil - light taken

from the Paschal Candle, which proclaims the
power and presence of the Risen Christ. It is
the light which shines in the midst of the Church
and within our hearts.
Even though all but one of Jesus’ disciples
abandoned him in the harrowing hours of
Golgotha, the risen Christ dealt gently with his
disciples and included them in the joy of Easter.
And though we fall short in our discipleship,
Jesus invites us to bathe in the light of Easter
and enter into his Paschal joy.
Easter, and the celebration of Christ’s
Resurrection is the centre, the heart of the
Christian year. We are called, through our
baptism into Christ’s death, to be immersed in
the light of Christ’s Resurrection and to embrace
that light as the centre and heart of our lives.
Fr. Frank Smith
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Lenten Talks with Father Frank

The five weeks of talks, led by Father Frank, began with
a cup of tea and an opening prayer.
Icons, frescos, altarpieces are there to help us to pray
and meditate on the mysteries of the Christian religion.
The discussions were not academic, but aimed to help
us to see the spirituality and joy depicted in the paintings. They are not to be worshipped as holy objects in
themselves, but to assist in bringing our thoughts and
prayers closer to God.
For the first two weeks
we concentrated on an
icon by a Russian monk
Andrei Rublev. The icon
represents a scene from
the Old Testament when
Abraham is visited by three
strangers to whom he
offers hospitality. Although
the three figures are not
the Holy Trinity they do
draw our attention to them.
The central figure, it was
agreed, depicts Jesus. We felt that His garments of blue
and brown represent Heaven and the earth combined,
as Jesus was both Divine and earthly. The figure to
the left is purposely undefined: God is not able to be
defined by Man.
From the Holy Trinity we
moved to another icon
from the Orthodox Church
depicting the Transfiguration of Jesus. At the head
of the painting are the
Greek word Metamorphoses, Transfiguration. Jesus went up the mountain
with Peter, James and
John and is there transfigured into the Divine. In
the icon, His face shines
and His and garments
are painted in an intense
white. At his side are the prophets Elijah and Moses,
here offering to Jesus the tablets of stone on which
are written the Ten Commandments. The apostles are
shown falling down at the vision. It is too bright for them
to look at directly, one looks away, one shades his eyes,
only the oldest apostle turns his head slightly to witness
what he has seen.
The third icon we studied shows Jesus drawing
Adam and Eve from their
graves: drawing them to
himself and to each other
in a gesture of reconciliation; reconciliation following their separation from

God after they left the Garden of Eden. On either edge
of the scene were three figures. We identified the kings
(wearing crowns) as David and Solomon. Their companion was John the Baptist, as usual depicted as a
somewhat unkempt and scary figure, pointing towards
Jesus as ‘He it is who will come after me.’ To the right,
we assumed that the two front figures were Abraham
and Isaac, but no amount of guessing would have led
us to Father’s idea that the third figure was the prophet,
Hosea.

to the five sick and housebound in our Parish. Each
Sunday, two teams of three Ministers distribute Holy
Communion in this way. All the Ministers do great and
worthwhile work in our parish. Please pray for them and
those to whom they take Communion each Sunday.
On the 26th March, six of our extraordinary Ministers
attended an evening of recollection at Maryvale. Ten
also renewed their commitment on Holy Thursday - the
remaining 6 will renew their commitment at a later date.

Maureen Carroll

HCPT Group 83

For the final talk we looked at a painting by Caravaggio,
The Supper at Emmaus. Two men have unknowingly
walked along the road with Jesus to Emmaus. They are
at supper and on the table are bread and wine together
with a bird, (a grouse?) and a bowl of fruit balanced
precariously on the edge of the table. The bowl contains
pomegranates, a Christian symbol of the Resurrection
and the many seeded unity of the Church, and a fish,
a symbol used to identify Christians as the letters in
Greek are a mnemonic for Jesus, Son of God. The
painting shows the figure on the right in a pose of the
Crucifixion. The figure to the left forefront, is rising from
his chair. Is this the moment that his eyes are open and
he recognises Jesus resurrected?

As I write this Group 83 are making final preparations
for their week in Lourdes. This year we have 11 helpers
and 5 children travelling.
On 21st March we had our final group preparation
day, spending time getting to know each other, making
prayer bracelets, pirate hats and painting pegs. We are
now very excited!
The last few weeks have been wonderful in our
fundraising efforts. We completed our sponsored walk
(in the pouring rain!) which has raised over £1000 and
on 20th March we were given a generous donation
from the Coventry Evening Telegraph Football Cups
Competition.

In the five weeks, our discussions began with the Holy
Trinity. We moved on to the Transfiguration, to Reconciliation and finally to the Resurrection. All these themes
come full circle to our faith in the Holy Trinity which we
celebrate in the sacrifice of the Mass. Many thanks to
Father Frank for taking us on this lively and interesting
journey during Lent. Margaret Collins

Confirmations

We pray for our Confirmation candidates, Daniel Green
and Jacob O’Brien. We also pray for their parents,
sponsors and catechists who are supporting them on
their journey toward Confirmation. The Sacrament of
Confirmation will be conferred by Bishop Kenny on
Sunday 7th June at the 9.30am Mass.

As always, we continue to be grateful for all the support
from the Parish in Balsall Common and I take this
opportunity to wish you all a happy and holy Easter.
You will be remembered at the Grotto in Lourdes by
Group 83. Ann-Marie Hopper

Eucharistic Ministers

The story of the bottle!

We are now blessed with sixteen Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion in our Parish. Their support our
parish priest, Father Frank, by distributing Holy Communion during Mass and by taking Holy Communion

Millennium Project
In the late 1970s when Fr Pat Sayles, a Columban
Priest was working in Peru he visited many families
living in the shanty-towns of Lima.

One hot Sunday he went to
see a family when it was mealtime. As he entered the room
he saw on the table their meal
of soup and a medium sized
bottle of coca cola which was
the family’s Sunday treat. It
was all they could afford.
It was a hot day and Fr Pat
was a guest in their home and
so they gave him the only treat
they had - the bottle of coke.
It is not possible to refuse such
an act of hospitality in Peru,
and Father was expected to
sip the coke, savouring the
taste whilst the rest of the
family looked on.
In 1999 Fr Ed O’Connell went
to work in Lima and our Parish
decided to help the people by collecting our small
change in a large coke bottle. This has been part of our
Millennium Project, our Bottle never empties and over
the years we have sent £3,765 to Fr Ed.
Our Parishioners have also supported our Breakfasts
which have raised almost £16,000 for Fr Ed to help the
poor people living in the shanty-towns of Lima.

Sue and Kevin McGovern

Women’s World Day of Prayer

The Women’s World Day of Prayer is an annual
ecumenical event celebrated by Christians in over 170
countries. Each year the service is prepared by the
women of a different country (hence the title); events
and services are open to all!
In our area the annual service is co-ordinated by
Churches Together in Balsall and Berkswell, with each
member church taking its turn to host the service. This
year we visited St John’s church in Berkswell for the
service on Friday 6th March. The church was decorated
with colourful posters and signs, prepared with the help
of children from the local school.
The theme of this year’s service, which was prepared
by the Christian women of The Bahamas, was ‘Jesus
said to them: “Do you know what I have done to you?”
‘ .It explored the idea of service to others, with readers
from each church taking part in the service. Afterwards
we enjoyed refreshments and the opportunity to chat
with members of other churches in the parish room.
Next year it is our church’s turn to host the service
which is being prepared by the women of Cuba, on the
theme “Receive children, receive me”. We hope as
many of our congregation as possible (both men and
women!) will join us for this lovely celebration on Friday
4th March – and also help to prepare the refreshments
for afterwards! Ellie Clarke

