been put into place to have everything prepared for the
Consecration of the Church in July. The plan includes work
on the following areas:
Church exterior: Guttering, removal of litter, trees pruned,
car park surface cleaned and outside lighting refurbished.
Church interior: slugs removed, refurbish kitchen, damaged kneelers repaired, clean/replace carpet tiles and varnish interior woodwork.
Narthex/Hallway: Re-design piety stall, service fire alarm
system.
We agreed priorities and various quotes for the work.
Following this the projects were approved and a time-line
established for the work to be completed. Many of the
activities are now underway including the refurbishment
of the kitchen that began on the 7th March and should be
completed by the time you read this article!
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the parishioners who sit on this committee for their support and vision.
Dominic Green

Consecration: Preparing for the Service
The focal point of all of our preparations is the Solemn Consecration of the church on 9 July, to be celebrated by Archbishop Bernard Longley. The service itself is beautiful and
full of symbolism, but it is also quite complicated, and so
planning has already begun.
A draft order of service has been agreed by Fr Frank and
has now been sent to the Archbishop’s Secretary, Fr Dominic Cosslett, for his comments. Following his advice, it has
been decided that our church will have four stone crosses
installed on the interior walls – these crosses will be anointed with Chrism during the Consecration liturgy.
Another key part of the liturgy is the depositing of a saint’s
relic into a niche in the altar – this is then sealed inside, and
the altar top anointed with Chrism. We have been fortunate
enough to secure a relic of St Margaret Mary for our altar. St
Margaret Mary, a seventeenth century nun, received several
visions of Christ, encouraging her to spread devotion to the
Sacred Heart. There will be opportunities for parishioners to
venerate the relic in the days leading up to the consecration.
In addition to planning for the practical requirements of the
service, work on parts of the liturgy have already begun.
Hymns and choral pieces have already been chosen, with
musical accompaniment to be provided by Chris Kearl on
the organ, and by our own instrumental group.
The priests of the Warwick Deanery have been invited to
join us for this special occasion and it is hoped that several
will concelebrate the mass with Archbishop Bernard. Ministers and representatives from our local Churches Together
have also been invited as this is a significant event for the
whole community.
The consecration represents the culmination of many years
of hard work and prayer by parishioners past and present,
and the day will be one of thanksgiving and celebration for
our church – both the building and the faithful who worship

there. Ellie Clarke

Consecration: Celebration Update
A marquee and buffet have been arranged to cater for 150
people to celebrate the consecration. The marquee will
be erected on the church car park. The buffet, consisting
of sandwiches, cheese, roast chicken, honey roast ham,
pork pie, mushroom tarts and quiche will be laid out in the
marquee on 15 individual tables and red and white wine,
and soft drinks will be provided on each table. Needless
to say, a large cake will be on hand to celebrate the day!
Louise Perry

Blessed Robert Grissold
Roman Catholic Church

Consecration: Fund raising Update
The costs of preparing our
church for the consecration
are significant. With the
refurbishment
of
the
kitchen as a planned
activity falling in this year
as well, the parish has
organised a number of
fund raising activities.
Hosted by Comedian
Our most exciting fund
raiser is a Gala Night
Don Maclean
of Music and Song.
Preparations are well
Saturday 7th May 2016 at 7.30pm
under way for the Concert
Heart of England School, Gypsy Lane Balsall Common
Tickets £10 available from the box office on 01676 532 475
to be held in Heart of
Celebrating 2016: The year of the Consecration of our church
England School Hall on
Saturday 7th May. There will be a wide range of musical talent
performing and no doubt some amusing interventions from
our compere, the distinguished comedian and broadcaster
Don Maclean. This is bound to be a very popular event.
Tickets will be available soon – how many can you sell?
Another popular attraction will be the Parish Dinner to be
held on Saturday, 15th October. Numbers will of course be
restricted, so please book early.
We have also held the first three second Sunday collections
for the consecration. These have raised in excess of
£450. The men of the parish have also raised money for
the consecration through their ever popular Bacon Butty
Breakfast held after mass on the 21st February. The
breakfast was well supported and raised over £110 Many
thanks to Terry, Dominic and John for doing the cooking!
Some parishioners have devised their own plans for fund
raising. Our grateful thanks to Christine Horner who gave
a talk on “Treating Arthritis the Drug-Free Way” and Val
Timms who is undertaking oil mixed media portraits of our
pets. If you would like your pet immortalised in oils, then
please contact Val Timms on 01676 534636 or text her on
07979 347 128.
Other fund raising events later in the year are being planned.
Have you any original (or unoriginal ways) of fund raising
you can share with and for the parish? Godfrey Chesshire
Blessed Robert Grissold Catholic church presents

A Gala
Evening of
Music and
Song

Blessed Robert Grissold Roman Catholic Church, Balsall Common
Priest in Charge: Father Frank Smith Tel: 07512 100 908 Email: parishpriest@brgparish.org.uk
www.brgparish.org.uk Registered as Charity No. 234216
Sunday Mass is celebrated at 9.30am, Weekday Mass usually on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 10.00am and Wednesdays at 7.00pm. Mass of Sacred Heart and Devotion to Divine Mercy on first Friday of the month. Mass with Anointing
of the sick last Thursday of the month at 6.00pm. Weddings and Baptisms by appointment.
Next newsletter is published Christmas 2016. Please send submissions to newsletter@brgparish.org.uk

He is Risen!
Easter 2016 Newsletter
Father Frank Writes
Christ is risen. He is
risen indeed! A happy
Easter to you all.
Easter is at the centre, the
very heart, of the Church
and the Christian year.
The Church’s calendar
depends on the timing
of Easter - the dates of
all the moveable feasts are determined by the date
of Easter and this is because the core truth of our
faith is that the God of the Gospel brings life out
of death. Our God creates new possibilities, new
space for life, new energy for obedience and new
waves of joy where there seems to be no alternative,
the confinement of the tomb, dead ends and grief.
Jesus, through his Cross and Resurrection, reveals
that the power of God’s love and life is stronger
than the forces of death. He is the same God who
created the cosmos out of the primordial chaos. He
is the same God who, throughout the Bible opens
up new possibilities for life where there seemed to
be only dead-ends - no possibility of newness. The
God of the Gospel is the same God who liberated

the slaves in Egypt from exploitation and death. The
God revealed in the Resurrection is the God who
enables and empowers new beginnings - the God
who makes a way out where there seems to be no
way. Our God is the God of new possibilities and
new life and he invites us to give up what is old and
deathly and share in the new life of the risen Christ.
This is the life which is made present, and on which
we feed, in the Eucharist. The God of the Bible
created us out of nothing to share in his life and love
which makes all things new. He is always ready to
share his life and love with us - more ready than we
are to receive it. So if the walls of our life seem to
be closing in and there seems to be no alternative,
only confinement and dead-ends, then there is no
better place to be than within the walls of our church,
which is to be consecrated this year, for in this space
sacred mysteries are celebrated which open up onto
infinitely new horizons and possibilities. Here, as
we gather for the Eucharist, we are present to the
truth of our existence - the truth that sets us free to
be people fully alive with that life we were created
to know, love and enjoy forever - the new life of the
Risen Christ. Fr. Frank Smith

Lenten Talks - a detective’s casebook

This year, as last, Fr
Frank used a painting
along with an associated piece of music
to introduce and illustrate each of his
five Wednesday evening talks on aspects
of the Catholic Faith.
The painting used
was different each
week; the format of
the talks, however,
was the same: After
a biscuit and a cup
of tea to stimulate the
“little grey cells” we
were each given a
copy of that week’s (unidentified) painting and then listened
to a musical ‘clue’. From these, we were asked to decide
what event was portrayed in the painting, the meanings and
relevance of the subjects and scenes therein, and to find and
explain significant details in the picture. Our task was to solve
the case and work out “What’s it all about?”.

This project began in the year 2000 to help Father Ed
O’Connell with his work for the poor people who live in the
outskirts of Lima, Peru. Over the years we have raised
£15,790 from our Breakfasts and Bottle and £3950 from the
sales of Peruvian crafts.
This year we plan to have two Millennium Breakfasts in April
and November. Our parishioners always help to fill our large
Bottle with loose change. We are hoping to see Father Ed.
later this year when he comes back to St Columban House in
Solihull for a few weeks rest. Sue and Kevin McGovern

Confirmations

Our congratulations to James Driffield on making his confirmation on Sunday 17th January at St. George & St. Teresa.

Baptism of Larysa Mills

Women’s World Day of Prayer

detective tales, what we saw and deduced at first was often
mistaken. Mystery men and women (and more than a few
red herrings!) abounded. Where was that missing apostle?!
Fortunately, we were not left to flounder alone. Father ‘Hercule’
was always there to question, encourage and enlighten
us, even after some of our more unlikely suggestions, and
eventually to lead us to recognise the painter’s connections
and intentions, revealed or concealed in each picture.

We offer our congratulations to Larysa Stefka Eileen Mills,
her parents and godparents on the occasion of her baptism
on Sunday 28th February.
On 4th March our church hosted the annual Churches
Together celebration of the Women’s World Day of Prayer,
welcoming representatives from all six member churches in
our area.
This year the service was prepared by the women of Cuban,
and the warm “Cuban welcome” (home-made lemonade,
cakes and Cuban music) before the service was a stark
contrast to the snow outside!

RIP Beryl Williams

Beryl, who died on the 17th January 2016, was a founder
member of our parish. She had lived most of her life in Balsall
Common. In 2005 she moved to Croes-goch, Haverfordwest
to be near her daughter Elizabeth and her family. She made
the Collarets that are worn by the Eucharistic Ministers –
a lasting memory of her. She was brought back to Balsall
Common to be buried at Temple Balsall with her husband and
her son Nigel, who died when only a few days old.
Beryl Williams’ daughter Elizabeth would like to thank all
parishioners who knew her mother for the kindness and
sympathy shown to her and her family on the day of Beryl’s
funeral, and also for their Mass cards. It all helped to make
the day most memorable for all the family. Elizabeth and her
family went home feeling very proud of their Mum.

Each Wednesday evening, we took the role of the detective.
What did the painter want us to see? Our perpetrators weren’t
giving up their secrets easily! The scene in the painting lay
before us but where were
the clues hidden? What
could we see? What
has happened? Was it
a crime? What was the
motive? Who was there?
All we knew for sure was
that all of the paintings
showed scenes from the
Old and New Testaments.
Our efforts to recognise
the painters’ spiritual
intentions
proved
a
satisfying addition to
our more usual fixed
and ordered role as
congregation at Sunday
Mass.
In the spirit of the best

At the conclusion of the five weeks, we decided that the talks
were far from being a Lenten penance! Our time exploring
the five paintings had been enjoyable, educational, and fun.
The paintings Father Frank used to lead us through his talks
were The Baptism of Christ and The Annunciation by Fra
Angelico, The Burning Bush by Nicolas Froment, Christ taken
Prisoner by Duccio and Wedding at Cana by Giotto Bysshe
Gibbs

Children’s Choir - Quavers

The service of music, readings and prayers was enjoyed by
all, and afterwards many stayed to chat over tea, coffee and
more refreshments! Ellie Clarke

Parishioners’ Get Together

Millennium Project

Hannah Clarke, Katie Ritchie and Kathryn Green have recently started a children’s choir for the younger members of
the parish. They are currently working on a few songs, including ‘This little light of mine’.
Although numbers are still small, the choir is growing and
having a great time singing together. If you would be interested in joining the choir either speak to Kathryn, Hannah or
Katie who would be delighted to see you. Kathryn Green

Church Consecration

Around 16 parishioners meet on the first Wednesday morning of the month for either a cosy chat over coffee and cake,
or a light lunch in the Parish room.
Interspersed are trips to garden centres, local hostelries for
a meal or relaxing in one of our gardens with afternoon tea.
All are welcome so please join us if you are able. Watch out
for notices of events in the parish newsletter. Judith Gibbs

We are hard at work preparing for the consecration of our
church by Archbishop Bernard Longley on the 9th July 2016.
Our preparation covers four main areas: the preparation of
the church building, the preparation of the people and the
service itself, the celebration after the consecration service
and fund raising to fund these activities. Teams of willing
parishioners have been established to look at each of these
areas supported by Ian Clarke who is project managing the
preparation and the event itself. Much progress has already
been made but it’s not too late to get involved. If you would
like to help, please contact Ian or Father Frank on the email
addresses at the bottom of this page. Ellie Clarke

Consecration: Maintenance Update
In January 2016 we established a clear plan of work for the
next five months leading up to June 2016. This plan has

