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He is Risen!

Christ is risen. He is 
risen indeed! A happy 
Easter to you all.

At Easter we celebrate 
the Resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from 
the dead.  The God 
revealed in the 

Resurrection is the God who enables and 
empowers new beginnings - the God who 
makes a way out where there seems to be no 
way.  

Our God is the God of new possibilities and new 
life and he invites us to give up what is old and 
deathly and share in the new life of the Risen 
Christ.  This is the life which is made present, and 
on which we feed, in the Eucharist for, through 
the word and sacrament of the Eucharist, we 
are invited to encounter the Risen Christ who 
empowers us to take the light of Easter Sunday 
back into our daily lives - even where our lives 

are overshadowed by the darkness of Good 
Friday, for through the light and life of the 
Resurrection, present and celebrated in the 
Mass, Christ makes all things new!  

That is why St Paul tells us that it right to give 
thanks to God “in all things” and why the Preface 
to the Eucharistic Prayer proclaims that:  “It is 
truly right and just, our duty and our salvation, 
always and everywhere to give God thanks” - 
for the Risen Christ transforms the ordinary 
stuff of our daily lives, ordinary stuff like bread 
and wine, into God’s presence in our midst - 
even when our circumstances involve pain and 
suffering for, as St Paul reminds us:  “Nothing 
can separate us from the love of God” - that love 
which is stronger than death and the darkness 
of the tomb and which is the light of the Risen 
Christ that transforms all things, creating new 
beginnings, new possibilities and new life
Fr. Frank Smith

Father Frank Writes

Churches Together Lenten Breakfasts
This year’s theme was ‘Knowing God with the whole 
of our being’. As usual they were held each Saturday 
during Lent at the Methodist Church and hosted by 
individual Churches in turn. Blessed Robert hosted 
breakfast on the 25th March. Thank you to all those 
who helped and supported the Breakfast. John and 
Louise Perry

Pancake Extravaganza

After mass on Sunday 19th March, the men of the par-
ish provided a sumptuous pancake breakfast (as a 
change to the usual bacon butties). 
A wide variety of toppings was on offer to tantalize the 
taste buds – from the traditional lemon and sugar or 
syrup to the ‘healthy option’ of different types of fruit 
(made somewhat less healthy when topped with a 
huge dollop of cream!) 
Parishioners young and old tucked in to the tasty 
treats and the event raised the delicious sum of £90 
for Church funds. Ellie Clarke

HCPT

Group 83 have been very busy since Christmas making 
preparations for this year’s pilgrimage to Lourdes. We 
are a small, but mighty, group of 13 this year, including 
4 young people. 

We had a final group meeting at church on 2nd April 
where the group were able to get to know each other 
better while sharing lunch, making prayer bracelets, 
playing games and painting pegs! (Ask Maureen or 
Louise!) 
It’s fair to say everyone is really excited to get going!  
We will, of course, greatly miss Maureen and Louise 
this year after their many years of dedication to the 
group, but we do intend to keep our links to the parish 
here. 
We have always been immensely grateful for the 
support of the people at Blessed Robert Grissold and 
we will remember you all at the Grotto.  Thank you for 
your continued generosity. I wish you all a happy and 
blessed Easter.  Ann-Marie Hopper

Parish Finances
We ended up last year in a pretty comfortable position 
with a healthy surplus of £9000. This was mainly due 
to receiving the rental from the bungalow in Oxhayes 
Close, which is a very similar amount.  
The Finance Committee had identified three main 
expenses facing us this year; firstly the refurbishment 
of Fr. Frank’s house, secondly sorting out car park 
drainage, and thirdly the bill for making the trees safe 
in our field. This last item alone has cost the parish 
£3000. 
The refurbishment of Fr. Frank’s house has also been 
resolved because the diocese is providing the required 
funds for the work;  however at the same time the 
diocese will be receiving future rental monies for the 
bungalow as a quid pro quo.  The property is officially 
owned by the Birmingham Archdiocese rather than by 
our church so we can’t really argue against this!  
However it puts a large hole in our income, making our 
Offertory contributions more vital than before. Many 
people have not increased their giving for at least three 
years. An extra £1/week would make a significant 
contribution to Parish finances. 
For those who can, signing up to Gift Aid donations 
gives the Parish an extra 23% at no cost to the donor. 
Gift Aid is easy to do – you just need to complete a 
simple form.  Please speak to any member of the 
Finance Committee for a form and with any questions. 
Bob Jones

Mother and Toddler Group
The parish is trying to set up a Mother & Toddler Group, 
probably on a Friday morning. If anyone is interested 
please speak to Maria Pulley Tel: 07799 431573).  
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Cakes for the Columbans
My family and I been able to attend Mass at Blessed 
Robert Grissold since we moved to Solihull in October 
2016.  We have been welcomed with so much warmth 
and love, I felt that I wanted to contribute to the Church 
community in a more active way. 
I had learnt of our Church’s close relationship and 
support for the Columban Missionaries, which led me 
to find out more about the amazing work that they 
do.  I decided that as part of my Lenten almsgiving in 
preparation for Easter that I would like to raise money 
for the Columbans and the work they do.  This is what 
led to the weekly cake sales.  
I have been so overwhelmed by the immense generosity 
of parishioners in baking and buying cakes.  Each week 
we have had a wonderful cake stall of delicious treats 
and have raised an amazing amount of money for the 
Columban missionaries too.  
Our final cake sale falls on Easter Sunday and after that 
I will be able to share the total amount raised.  I really 
appreciate everyone’s kindness and generosity.  
I have also really enjoyed getting to know everyone 
better as we chat over the cake stall each Sunday!  I 
look forward to leading and supporting more charitable 
ventures in the future. Sara Stevens

Millennium Project 

The most recent Millennium Breakfast was held on 5th 
March and once again was well attended and generously 
supported by parishioners.  Everyone seemed to 
enjoy the food, the chat with friends and meeting new 
parishioners.  This Breakfast (our 62nd!) raised £200, 
which will be sent to support Columban Missionary Fr. 
Ed O’Connell with his work in Lima, Peru.
In total, our fund-raising breakfasts, bottle for loose 
change and sales of work from cooperative projects in 
Peru have raised nearly £18,000 since we started our 
Millennium Project in 2000 – an impressive sum, which 
has enabled the mission workers to help some of the 
poorest and most vulnerable people in the Lima area.  
Thank you for your continued support. Sue McGovern

Columbans’ Centenary Altar Cloth 
To coincide with the date of the Millennium Breakfast, 
Fr. Pat Sayles, lay missionary Jayjay Enterinah and 
members of the Columban Mission Office staff travelled 
to the parish with the British section of the Altar Cloth 
and led a special liturgy at the end of Mass. Parishioners 

were then invited to add their names to an altar cloth 
that is being created for their centenary year in 2018.  
This part of the altar cloth is being taken to places of 
special significance to the Columbans in Britain.

The completed Altar Cloth will be formed from named 
sections of cloth collected from the 14 countries where 
Columban missionaries are present and will visit each 
of these countries during the course of the centenary 
year. Ellie Clarke  

Parishioners’ Get Together 
On the first Wednesday of each month around 12 to 16 
parishioners and friends meet in the parish room for a 
chat over coffee and cake, a buffet lunch or a variety of 
home made soups. 
After Easter we shall visit local venues or further afield. 
Details will be in the Sunday bulletin.  Judith Gibbs  

Confirmations 
Could any children from Year 5 upwards who may be 
interested in making their Confirmation in 2018 contact 
Father Frank to register their interest. 

It would be starting in the new academic year from Sep-
tember with the ceremony itself in the early part of 2018.

Spring Fayre 
I would like to thank everyone who supported the Spring 
Fayre on 1st April either by donating items, helping or 
coming along and spending money.  

Special thanks to Nailcote Hall, Haigs Hotel and Angela 
Jayne Florist for the wonderful raffle prizes.  Those 
parishioners who were unable to come along on the day 
had a second chance to snap up some bargains or buy 
a ticket for the raffle. We raised approximately £800.00.

There were some items still left unsold; these were 
donated to a breast cancer charity. Tracey McAtamney

Hello and Goodbye 
We welcome Henry Joseph Wilson Ramsay to our 
Christian community following his baptism in our 
church on 4th March. We pray for Henry, his parents, 
godparents, family and friends, that together they will 
grow into the fullness of life in Christ.

Eileen Innes, a long-standing parishioner, passed away 
in January , and her Requiem Mass on 24 January was 
an opportunity for parishioners to join Eileen’s family 
and friends to say farewell.  Eileen was very involved in 
the life of the church and served on various rotas.  She 
had been a dedicated choir member since it was first 
formed, and in recognition of this the choir sang a motet 
at the mass. She will be much missed.

On 22nd February the funeral service for Becky Hulme 
took place, Becky was the granddaughter of John and 
Margaret McLellan, and the church was decorated with 
white and pink flowers for the service.  

Another long-time parishioner, Jean O’Reilly, passed 
away on 4 April.  Jean and her husband Danny were 
regular attendees at our Sunday mass.  Her Requiem 
Mass will be held at 1pm on Wednesday 19th April.

We pray for the repose of the souls of Eileen, Becky 
and Jean.  We also pray for their families, friends and all 
who mourn them, that they may find comfort in Christ.

Churches Together Youth Group 
In January, parishioners from Blessed Robert Grissold 
banded together with members of St Peter’s and the 
Methodist Church in Balsall Common, and St John the 
Baptist in Berkswell, to set up a Balsall Common and 
Berkswell Youth Group.  
The group is open to all secondary school pupils of any 
denomination, and meets on the first and third Sundays 
of the month. We knew there was a gap in the village 
for a youth group but we weren’t sure how popular a 
Christian based group would be. We were pleasantly 
surprised by the response. 
The parish council gave us a grant, which enables us to 
put on more activities than would otherwise be possible, 
and the churches have rallied round to provide leaders, 
venues and cake! Each month has one church host-
ing the two meetings, and the diverse venues and the 
variety of adult leaders mean that the teenagers get a 
feel for all the different forms of worship that Christianity 

offers.  
In April, it was Blessed Robert Grissold’s first turn at 
hosting the group. Feeling rather nervous, Claire and 
Kathryn asked around for help from the parish.  They 
were not disappointed! Sarah’s cake sale for the Co-
lumban Fathers provided the group with two fabulous 
homemade cakes.  Kate Keane came bearing an iPod, 
speakers, and a much more up to date playlist than any 
of the adult leaders could have come up with! Cathy 
Grimley and Jane Devoy did sterling work as adult help-
ers. And  Katie Ritchie introduced the group to Shuffle 
Monster – a game that went down very well with ev-
eryone, especially James Driffield who said, “My favou-
rite game is the shuffle monster chair game. I think we 
should do more of it.”   Challenge accepted!  At our next 
session on 23rd April, Shuffle Monster v.2 will be un-
leashed. 
Each meeting tries to be a welcoming space for kids 
age 11 and up.  Cake, table tennis, and a short bible 
discussion are the elements that are always present; 
the rest of the hour or so is spent however the leaders 
and children decide. 
When BRG hosts again on 23rd April, for example, the 
group will be bringing along their own board games as 
a way of celebrating Easter by sharing joy with their 
friends.  We will also be marbling Easter eggs and ask-
ing for cake donations from the parishioners (the group 
does have a budget but the church congregations have 
been providing the cake!)  
At present the group is limited to secondary school pu-
pils.  From the next session, however, it will be opened 
up to year 6 pupils. There is no need to book, just come 
along and have some fun! Timetable: 23rd April 6.30 to 
7.45(ish!) at Blessed Robert Grissold; 7th & 21st May 
Methodist Church; 4th & 18th June St Peter’s; 2nd & 
16th July Blessed Robert Grissold. Kathryn Driffield

Churches Together News 
A Unity Service was held on the 22nd January at St 
Peters Church. The theme was ‘Crossing Barriers’. All 
the churches together in Balsall Common and Berkswell 
participated in a very enjoyable service followed by 
refreshments.

This year’s Women’s World Day of Prayer was hosted 
by St Mary’s Temple Balsall on March 3rd, and was 
supported by Churches Together. The service was 
prepared by the women of the Philippines with the 
theme of ‘Am I Being Unfair to You’. It was a simple 
and moving service followed by refreshments in the Old 
Hall.

Coffee Together at the Jubilee centre is hosted by each 
Church in turn, on the first Saturday of each month. The 
proceeds of Coffee Together since 2012 has enabled 
£2166.83 to be donated to various charities.

The future of the Jubilee Centre has now been assured 
by the formation of a new Committee. (More information 
can be found from the Residents Association). John 
and Louise Perry


